
+

Initial identification 
of records 2008
n=31,371

Duplicates 
removed
n=15,739

Sorted by title, 
including use of 
keywords* to aid 
exclusion 
n=38,620

Sorted by title & 
abstract
n=3,601

Articles meeting 
inclusion 1st

stage
n=1157

Duplicates 
removed
n=23,248

Title and abstract 
screened n=2, 628

Initial identification 
of records 2010
n=52,219

Combined 2008 & 
2010 search
n=54,359

Articles
excluded 
n=35, 019

Articles
excluded
Not relevant 
to topic
n=2,444

Articles excluded n=414
Literature reviews  n=188
Meta-analysis/systematic review  n=6
Unable to find abstract  n=50
Books  n=33
Study still ongoing/only aims 
published  n=47
Reports with no primary data  n=26
Basic ecology   n=20
Models and duplicates n=44Articles mapped  

n=743

Sorted for relevance 
by title including use 
of keywords* to aid 
exclusion  n=8,123

Articles
excluded 
n=5, 495

Articles included in 
2008 search to be 
combined with 2010 
initial search. 
n = 2,140

Articles 
excluded 
n = 488

*Keyword defined here as a 
list of terms used to 
eliminate irrelevant topics 
that were found in large 
numbers, particularly 
medical references that 
included terms such as 
biodiversity of the gut. 
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