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Virus Resistant Cassava for Africa Partners and Collaborators
The Kenya Agricultural Research Institute (KARI) (http://www.kari.org/) was established in 1979 with the express mission of increasing sustainable agricultural production by generating appropriate technologies through research, and disseminating these to the farming community. Inherent to this mission is the protection, conservation, and improvement of the basic resources, both natural and human. Such resources are critical for Kenya’s agricultural development and expansion of the nation’s scientific and technological capacity. KARI has an extensive history of productive collaboration with national and international institutes and universities, as well as with the private sector.
The Donald Danforth Plant Science Centre (DDPSC) (www.danforthcenter.org). The Danforth Center was founded in 1998 through financial gifts from the Danforth Foundation, the Monsanto Fund and the State of Missouri and a donation of land from Monsanto Company. The aim of research at the Danforth Center is to understand plant processes in order to apply this knowledge to improve the human condition. Using both model plants and crops, the research is manifested through developing breakthrough discoveries that help understand and alter specific biochemical pathways; discover how complexes move from cell to cell during disease development; learn how seed composition can be altered to improve the nutritional value of foods and feeds; explore new metabolic pathways; recognize how enzymes and plant biosynthesis facilitate improved metabolic engineering; comprehend how plants perceive and respond to environmental stresses; and determine new and unique ways to improve the efficiency of photosynthesis and a plants’ ability to produce molecules that can be converted to energy. 
The National Agricultural Research Organization (NARO) (www.naro.go.ug) The National Agricultural Research Organisation (NARO) is the apex body for guidance and coordination of all agricultural research activities in the national agricultural research system in Uganda. NARO is a Public Institution established by an act of Parliament, which was enacted on 21st November 2005. NARO is a body corporate with perpetual succession and a common seal.NARO comprises of the council as its governing body, committees of the council as its specialised organs, a secretariat for its day-to-day operations with the semi autonomous public agricultural research institutes under its policy guidance.
The U.S. Agency for International Development (USAID) (www.usaid.gov). On September 4, 1961, the Congress passed the Foreign Assistance Act, which reorganized the U.S. foreign assistance programs including separating military and non-military aid. The Act mandated the creation of an agency to administer economic assistance programs, and on November 3, 1961, President John F. Kennedy established the U.S. Agency for International Development (USAID). USAID became the first U.S. foreign assistance organization whose primary emphasis was on long-range economic and social development assistance efforts. Freed from political and military functions that plagued its predecessor organizations, USAID was able to offer direct support to the developing nations of the world. 
USAID was established to unify assistance efforts, to provide a new focus on the needs of a changing world, and to assist other countries in maintaining their independence and become self-supporting. 
The Monsanto Fund (http://www.monsantofund.org/) The Monsanto Fund has but one goal: To improve people’s lives by bridging the gap between their needs and their resources. The Monsanto Fund supports projects that improve the lives of people around the world. From North America to South America, from Africa to Asia, the Monsanto Fund is making science education available to young people, raising awareness of the importance of nutritional improvement through agriculture, protecting the environment and supporting our communities.
Monsanto Company (www.monsanto.com). Monsanto is an American multinational agricultural company that creates relevant solutions for farmers, consumers and the environment. Monsanto is a global provider of technology-based solutions and agricultural products for improvement of farmer productivity and food quality. Monsanto achieves this through collaboration with farmers and other partners world over. 
Biocassava Plus (www.danforthcenter.org/science/programs/international_programs/bcp/). BioCassava Plus is an integrated team of scientists from Africa, Asia, Europe, Latin America, and North America whose objective is to reduce malnutrition among the 250 million people in sub-Saharan Africa who rely on cassava as their staple food by delivering a more nutritious and marketable cassava. The project is based at the Donald Danforth Plant Science Centre (DDPSC) at St Louis USA.

