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The responsibilities of VIRCA partners and collaborators 
	Category
	Name
	Responsibility

	Partners
	Donald Danforth Plant Science Centre (DDPSC)
	· Provision of gene technology, lead in research and genetic transformation
· Training of partner scientists
· Fund raising
· Regulatory and biosafety advisory

	
	National Agricultural Research Organization (NARO) and Kenya Agricultural Research Institute (KARI)
	· Testing and evaluation of experimental virus resistant cassava lines
· Continuous development of resistant lines using standard plant breeding methods
· Application and follow up on all regulatory approvals
· Conducting the confined field trials
· Maintenance of high quality virus free cassava germplasm for use by farmers
· Deployment of virus resistant cassava to small scale farmers

	Collaborators
	Monsanto Fund 
	· The primary provider of funding for the technology development 

	
	Monsanto Company
	· Provision of royalty-free license of virus resistance gene

	
	United States Agency for International Development (USAID)
	· Funding capacity building, including training and infrastructural development 




