Additional file 1. Systematic literature search for studies on the use of probiotics in critical illness
A systematic literature search was performed in PubMed for RCTs from Jan 1st, 1992 to Jul 1st, 2013. The MeSH headings “critical illness,” “critical care,” “intensive care,” “intensive care units,” “lactobacillus,” “prebiotics,” “synbiotics” and “probiotics” were used. We excluded cohorts that did not report the outcome of infection. Finally, 13 RCTs were included for meta-analysis
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. Compared with a recent meta-analysis of the probiotics used in critical illness, which also included 13 RCTs14[]
, the only exception in our study was that we did not include an RCT that did not report infection 
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, while the Giamarellos-Bourboulis 2009 RCT was included
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. The other studies are the same.
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