Additional file 4. Analysis of subgroups by types of probiotics used in critical illness

The forest plot illustrates the effects of probiotics administration on the clinical outcomes of patients with critical illness. The results suggest that there is heterogeneity among different types of probiotics. The L. plantarum 299, Synbiotic 2000, and Golden bifid have been also used for predicted SAP in one (Olah 20021


[ ADDIN EN.CITE ]
), two (Olah 20072


[ ADDIN EN.CITE ]
 and Plaudis 20123


[ ADDIN EN.CITE ]
), and one (Li 20074[]
) RCTs respectively. The probiotics or probiotic mixtures used in Jain 2004, Barraud 2010 and Morrow 2010 studies have not been used for predicted SAP in RCT. 
*The probiotic mixture used in Jain 2004 study contained L. acidophilus, B. lactis, S. thermophilus, and L. bulgaricus. Two of the four probiotic strains (L. acidophilus and B. lactis) are also contained in Ecologic 641(L. acidophilus, L. casei, L. salivarius, L. lactis, B. bifidum, and B. lactis).
# The probiotic mixture used in Barraud 2010 study contained L. rhamnosus, L. casei, L. acidophilus, and B. bifidum. Three of the four probiotic strains (L. casei, L. acidophilus, and B. bifidum) are also contained in Ecologic 641.

§The probiotics used in Morrow 2010 study was L. rhamnosus. 
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