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	Variable
	Mankin score
	Alcian blue score*

	Intact
	4
	1.85

	Damaged
	9
	1.35

	P-value#
	<0.0001
	<0.0001



*The alcian blue score (ranging from 0 to 3) was calculated as the intensity of HA staining (0, negative; 1, weakly positive; 2, positive; 3, strongly positive). #Wilcoxon’s signed-rank test, p < 0.0001.
















