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Dear ____________, 

I am working on a project to investigate teacher reports of affective responses in the science classroom. Affective responses represent emotion, feeling, or degree of acceptance or rejection. As science teachers, we see and often encourage affective responses from our students. 

Examples of affective behavioral responses that I have observed in science classes include students becoming interested in astronomy to the point that they spent time at night locating and identifying stars and planets, students expressing genuine concern and dismay over the plight of an endangered species, and students indicating satisfaction in mastery of a difficult problem in physics. I am interested in verbal or behavioral responses that you have observed in your students’ reactions to your science lessons. The questions below begin with lower level affective responses and progress to higher levels. They are designed to gain insight into your experience with affect in the science classroom. Please feel free to elaborate or respond beyond the scope of the questions as you think of examples that represent what you have experienced with your students. 

Please respond to the questions below and send your responses to me at grauerb@ksu.edu. I hope to receive all responses by February 1, 2013. If you have any questions, please email me. 

1. Have you observed an activity or lesson in which your students demonstrated a positive emotional reaction or feeling of satisfaction in accomplishment or completion of the requirements or study of the lesson?  (For example, “I did it!” or “That was awesome!”)

If so, please describe the activity or lesson and how the student responded whether in word or behavior 

2. Have you observed an activity or lesson in which a student became so excited or involved in the topic that he or she continued work on it beyond the period of study or outside the classroom setting (beyond a regular homework assignment)?  (For example, you have completed the study of rockets, and a student tells you about building rockets on her own at home.) 

If so, please describe the lesson or activity and the type of work that the student(s) did. 

3. Have you created or used any lessons or activities that led the students to an understanding or concern about morality or ethics of a topic?  (For example students discussed their personal view about the ethics of stem cell research.)

If so, please describe the topic or activity and how students responded about the morals or ethics of the topic.

4. Have you observed an activity in which a student was prompted to talk about or express a value, faith, or religious belief?  (For example in the study of origins of the universe a student might talk about personal faith in creation.)

If so, what was the lesson, and how did the student respond? 


