

Question 1

Place elves, dwarves, orcs, humans and hobbits as points on a reproduction-survival-growth trade-off triangle diagram.
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Question 2

Why can we infer that violent death was extremely rare during the evolution of elves? Explain your reasoning.

Question 3

If orcs had won their wars, leading to the extinction of their traditional enemies (humans, elves, and dwarves) in Middle-Earth, so that the likelihood of their violent death dramatically decreased, what would you predict would happen to their population size over time, and how would you predict their lifespan and fecundity would evolve in response to their new ecology? Explain your reasoning.

Question 4

Identify two species you know that have a slow life history (that were not mentioned in class or the texts you read about life history strategies). Provide what you know about their lifespan, reproductive output and growth.

Question 5

Identify two species you know that have a fast life history (that were not mentioned in class or the texts you read about life history strategies). Provide what you know about their lifespan, reproductive output and growth.

Question 6
Choose a non-human species from a fictional source (book, movie, etc.):
 
1. Where does it fall on the slow to fast life history continuum? What is your evidence for that?

2. From what you know of its life history strategy, what other aspects of its biology can you infer?
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