[bookmark: _GoBack]Additional file 2. The themes identified from the student responses to four open-ended questions and coding strategy for thematic analysis. Only themes related to students’ views on religion and learning/acceptance of evolution were included in this analysis. The included themes are indicated below(*).
1. What is the student’s level of evolution acceptance (agreement)? (5-point Likert scale)
Strongly Disagree	Disagree		Neither Agree nor Disagree	Agree	Strongly Agree
	1		      2			       3    	   	     	    4  	           5
*2a. Did the student mention religion?
No (0) or Yes (1)
*2b. If Yes on 2a, did they describe religion as an obstacle to learning/accepting evolution (incompatible - the claim that religion and science are mutually exclusive) 
No (0) or Yes (1)
*2c. If Yes on 2a, did they describe an ability to hold both religion and evolution in the mind (compatible - Religion and evolution can exist together)? 
No (0) or Yes (1)
3. Did the student mention that they are: now aware of teleology (didn’t know about teleology previously) -or- teleology was a new concept to them? 
No (0) or Yes (1)
4. Did the student mention that they are more aware of causes, rather than purpose in biology -or- their use of teleological thinking/awareness has changed -or- they have eliminated teleological thinking? 
No (0) or Yes (1)
5. Did the student mention that it is easy to think evolution has a purpose -or- difficult to think non-teleologically -or- difficult to think about life (evolution) as a random, non-directed process? 
No (0) or Yes (1)
6. Did the student mention that they can see teleological thinking as an obstacle to learning/accepting evolution? 
No (0) or Yes (1)
7. Did the student mention that evolution was new information to them? 
No (0) or Yes (1)
8. Did the student mention that their earlier education (e.g., high school) avoided teaching accurately about evolution? 
No (0) or Yes (1) 
9. Did the student mention that they now have a deeper understanding of evolution after taking course? 
No (0) or Yes (1) 
10. Did the student mention that they had never considered applying evolution to their life -or- humans?
No (0) or Yes (1) 
11. Did the student mention that they thought evolution was a thing of the past, but learned species are still evolving? 
No (0) or Yes (1) 

