[bookmark: _GoBack]Supplemental file 2 Search strategy 
PubMed
(((((((((Irritable Bowel Syndromes) OR (Syndrome, Irritable Bowel)) OR (Syndromes, Irritable Bowel)) OR (Colon, Irritable)) OR (Irritable Colon)) OR (Colitis, Mucous)) OR (Colitides, Mucous)) OR (Mucous Colitides)) OR (Mucous Colitis)) AND (((((Analyses, Cluster) OR (Analysis, Cluster)) OR (Cluster Analyses)) OR (Clustering)) OR (Clusterings))
Embase
('irritable bowel syndrome'/exp OR 'irritable bowel syndrome') AND ('cluster analysis'/exp OR 'cluster analysis')
Web of Science
1. TI=(irritable bowel syndrome)
2. AB=(irritable bowel syndrome)
3. AK=(irritable bowel syndrome)
4. #1 OR #2 OR #3
5. TI=(cluster analysis)
6. AB=(cluster analysis)
7. AK=(cluster analysis)
8. #5 OR #6 OR #7
9. #4 AND #8
Scopus
TITLE-ABS-KEY ( irritable  AND bowel  AND syndrome  AND  cluster  AND analysis ) 

