Response to Editorial Query Regarding ‘Ethics Approval and Consent to Participate’ Exemption for our Manuscript [ID: c0ce5ffd-7223-4dc6-97f9-8c99f7abeba9]

Dear Editorial Team,
Thank you for your feedback regarding the ethical approval requirements for our study. We sincerely appreciate the opportunity to clarify this matter.
We hereby confirm that this research has been granted an exemption from ‘Ethics approval and consent to participate’ by the Institutional Review Board . Below are the detailed explanations and references as requested:

[bookmark: _GoBack]Name of the Ethics Committee:
The study falls under the jurisdiction of the Ethics Committee of Xi’an Trade Union Hospital (the Institutional Review Board of Xi’an Trade Union Hospital).
Basis for Exemption:
The exemption is justified in accordance with the National Regulations on Ethical Review of Biomedical Research Involving Humans (specifically, the Ethical Review Measures for Life Sciences and Medical Research Involving Humans issued by the National Health Commission of China). According to relevant regulations, ethical approval may be waived for retrospective studies using anonymized data or when the research involves minimal risk and does not infringe on participants’ privacy or rights. Our study aligns with these criteria, as it utilized fully anonymized historical data without any direct patient intervention or identifiers.
Compliance with International Standards:
The research protocol adheres to the principles of the Declaration of Helsinki. All data were processed in a manner ensuring confidentiality and minimal risk, consistent with institutional and national guidelines.

Thank you for your understanding and assistance in resolving this matter. We look forward to your further guidance.
Sincerely,
Zhuoyue Li, on behalf of all authors.
