Annex I. Bioreactor operation conditions: 


Both, the control and metal amended bioreactors were fed with synthetic water at a constant flow rate of 0.125 L/h, with the following parameters: hydraulic retention time = 48 h, operation chemical oxygen demand = 4.76  0.34 g COD/L, volatile suspended solids 3.29  0.19 g/L, temperature: 21  2 ºC, pH 7.0  0.5,  aeration: 1 air volume per working volume.
Synthetic water composition in mg/L was: 160 peptone, 110 meat extract, 30 urea, 7 sodium chloride, 4 calcium chloride dihydrate, 2 magnesium sulfate heptahydrate, 21.75 potassium hydrogen phosphate, 33.40 sodium dihydrogen phosphate, and 1.70 ammonium chloride at pH 7.0.
