Fluconazole-Resistant Vulvovaginal Candidiasis in Reproductive Age Women: A Study from Himalayan country
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Supplementary Methodology
Method 1 Patient’s history includes, discharge, lower abdominal pain, itching or irritation in vagina, dyspareunia, dysuria, frequent urination, burning sensation during urination with urgency or leaking of urine, fever with chills and rigor [1].

Method 2 Underlying comorbidities includes thyroid, diabetes, menstrual irregularities, cervical erosion, and inflammation. Others include history of vaginal infection, douching and washes usage, and sanitary products (pads and clothing), urine infection, pregnancy were also taken into account in the analysis [2-4].

Method 3 The pH was determined by placing the collected swabs on the pH paper and compared with the color change with a standardized colorimetric reference chart. For Whiff test, HVS was rolled on a clean, grease-free slide and a drop of 10% KOH was added, and then the slide was held close to the nose to detect the amine order, positive for a fishy smell [2, 5].

[bookmark: _GoBack]Method 4 Mid-stream urine sample cultured in cystine lactose electrolyte deficient (CLED) agar, was incubated overnight at 35 ℃ for 24 h to detect uropathogens. The approximate number of colonies were counted, and the number of bacteria, i.e., the colony forming unit (CFU)/mL urine, was estimated [6].
Reporting of culture positivity 
i. Less than 10⁴/ mL organisms: Not significant 
ii. Counting of 10⁴-10⁵/ mL organism: Doubtful (suggest repeat specimen)
iii. More than 10⁵/ mL organisms: Significant bacteriuria
However, if the culture indicated the appearance of 3 or more organism types with no predominant organism, this was interpreted as possible contamination of the specimen, and a request was made for another specimen.
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Supplementary Fig. 1 Determination of MIC by microdilution method.
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Supplementary Fig. 2 Antifungal susceptibility test and enzymatic activity. 1A: Antifungal susceptibility test in SDA. 1B: Esterase activity. 1C: Hemolysin activity. 1D: Phospholipase activity.
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