Informed Consent Statement
Dear Study Participant,
[bookmark: _GoBack]We are conducting a research study titled "Maternal Gestational Diabetes Mellitus and Its Impact on Adverse Growth Patterns and Disease Risk in Offspring In Vivo: Evidence from Cross-Generational Effects on Gut Microbiota." Your child may be eligible for enrollment in this trial, and we would like to invite you to participate in this study, which is being conducted at the Affiliated Hospital of Jiangnan University.  
This informed consent form outlines the details of the study you are considering; please read it carefully before agreeing to participate, and feel free to ask any questions you may have regarding this research. You are encouraged to discuss this with your family, friends, or healthcare provider prior to making a decision.
1. Aim of the study
This study investigates the microbial composition of fecal samples by collecting clinical fecal samples and exploring the relationship between these and human health conditions, with the aim of providing a scientific basis for future disease prevention and treatment.
2. Experimental procedure
To collect a sample of your baby's fecal, you will be asked to collect a fresh sample of the fecal in a special container as instructed by the laboratory staff and to seal the container after collection. The laboratory staff will give you detailed instructions to ensure a hygienic and safe sampling procedure.
3. Privacy Protection  
Your and your baby's personal information will be treated with the utmost confidentiality and used solely for research purposes. Your name and identifying details will be anonymized to safeguard your privacy. During the publication of the study results, we will implement data de-identification measures to ensure that both you and your baby's identities are protected to the highest degree possible.
4. Risk Assessment:  
The fecal sampling procedure is non-invasive and poses no risk of harm or discomfort to your child. We will provide you with a stool collection kit and other essential items to ensure that the sampling process is carried out in a hygienic manner.
5. Right to Withdraw  
You have the right to voluntarily withdraw from the study at any time without the need to provide a reason. Your decision to withdraw will not adversely affect you personally, nor will it impact your relationship with the research team.
6. Use of data
Your fecal sample will be sent to a laboratory for analysis of its microbiological composition. The results of the analysis will be used for research purposes and may be published anonymously in scientific journals or at scientific conferences. Your personal information will be destroyed at the end of the study.
7. Cooperation requirements.
In order to ensure the accuracy and reliability of the experimental data, we need you to follow the instructions of the laboratory staff when collecting samples and providing personal information about you and your baby. At the same time, you must comply with the relevant laboratory regulations and operating procedures to ensure the smooth running of the experiment.
8.Other matters.
If you have any questions about the process or results of the experiment, please feel free to contact the experiment team and we will do our best to answer them. Before signing, please confirm that you have understood the above and that you are eligible to take part in this experiment. If you have any questions or require further information, please do not hesitate to contact us.
Thank you for your valuable support and participation!  
Informed Consent Signatory:
