
Supplementary material 1. Comparison of plasma Cor, E, NE and 5-HT levels in the two groups (±SD, n=30)
	Index
	Group
	T0
	T1
	T2
	T3

	Cor (ng/mL)
	Group C
	24.18±9.95
	38.58±6.90a
	42.47±6.41ab
	44.21±7.45ab

	
	Group D
	25.57±9.34
	31.56±5.84a*
	34.55±7.50a*
	36.66±14.14a*

	E (pg/μL)
	Group C
	2.01±1.68
	2.68±1.95
	3.04±2.39
	3.17±2.22a

	
	Group D
	1.75±1.40
	1.57±1.24*
	1.71±1.22*
	2.10±1.66*

	NE (pg/μL)
	Group C
	2.75±2.02
	3.66±1.94a
	5.52±2.22ab
	12.11±6.31abc

	
	Group D
	2.22±1.22
	2.66±1.39a*
	3.93±3.12ab*
	8.35±5.55abc*

	5-HT (pg/μL)
	Group C
	[bookmark: OLE_LINK1]4.85±3.12
	3.74±2.98
	[bookmark: OLE_LINK3]8.19±2.81ab
	[bookmark: OLE_LINK2]10.73±5.5abc

	
	Group D
	4.61±4.08
	3.02±1.63
	6.77±2.63ab*
	8.01±4.72ab*


[bookmark: _Hlk20041296]T0: baseline; T1: at sternum sawing; T2: at end of extracorporeal circulation; T3: 24 hours after operation.
* P < 0.05 as compared with group C.
a P < 0.05 as compared with T0.
b P < 0.05 as compared with T1. 
c P < 0.05 as compared with T2.
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