Supplementary table 2. Characteristics of excluded studies

	
	Study
	Reason for exclusion

	1. 
	Abejon 2007 [1]

	Patients with neuropathic pain

	2. 
	Chang 2017a [2]
	Patients with neuropathic pain

	3. 
	Chang 2017b [3]
	Patients with neuropathic pain

	4. 
	Chao 2008 [4]
	Patients with neuropathic pain

	5. 
	Choi 2011 [5]
	Patients with neuropathic pain

	6. 
	Choi 2012 [6]
	Patients with neuropathic pain

	7. 
	Das 2018 [7]
	Patients with neuropathic pain

	8. 
	Egorov 2015 [8]
	Patients with neuropathic pain

	9. 
	Esparza-Minana 2018  [9]
	Patients with neuropathic pain

	10. 
	Gabrhelik 2007 [10]
	Patients with neuropathic pain

	11. 
	Halim 2017 [11]
	Nerve roots were exposed to PRF

	12. 
	Hunter 2017 [12]
	PRF was not used as therapeutic method for treatment of chronic pain

	13. 
	Ke 2013 [13]
	PRF electrode positioned to the intercostal nerve

	14. 
	Kim 2008 [14]
	Patients with neuropathic pain

	15. 
	Kim 2017 [15]
	Patients with neuropathic pain

	16. 
	Kim 2018 [16]
	Patients with neuropathic pain

	17. 
	Koh 2015 [17]
	Patients with neuropathic pain

	18. 
	Lee 2011 [18]
	PRF of non-nervous, soft tissue (not DRG)

	19. 
	Lee 2016 [19]
	Patients with neuropathic pain

	20. 
	Lee 2018 [20]
	Patients with neuropathic pain

	21. 
	Lin 2014 [21]
	Patients with neuropathic pain

	22. 
	Lindquist 2016 [22]
	DRG or peripheral nerve were targeted for PRF

	23. 
	Makharita 2015 [23]
	Nerve roots were exposed to PRF

	24. 
	Martin 2007 [24]
	Different anatomic structures targeted for PRF: sacroiliac and shoulder joint, DRG and ventral rami, stellate ganglion treated (no separate pain intensity scores for DRG)

	25. 
	Mehta 2017 [25]
	Patients with neuropathic pain

	26. 
	Munglani 1999 [26]
	Stimulation of spinal roots and/or DRG

	27. 
	Simopoulos 2008 [27]
	Stimulation of segmental nerve too, no pain intensity data about each stimulated segment

	28. 
	Shanthanna 2014 [28]
	Patients with neuropathic pain

	29. 
	Sluijter 1998 [29]
	Patients with neuropathic pain

	30. 
	Surbano 2016 [30]
	Patients with neuropathic pain

	31. 
	Teixeira 2005 [31]
	Stimulation of segmental nerve too, no pain intensity data about each stimulated segment

	32. 
	Trinidad 2015 [32]
	Combined interventions without separate results for PRF treatment

	33. 
	van Boxem 2011 [33]
	Patients with neuropathic pain

	34. 
	Van Boxem 2015 [34]
	Patients with neuropathic pain

	35. 
	Van Boxem 2016 [35]
	Parallel intervention of diagnostic block (lidocaine) and PRF treatment, S1 level was also stimulated, there was no separate pain intensity data

	36. 
	Van Zundert 2007 [36]
	Patients with neuropathic pain

	37. 
	Van Wijk 2000 [37] 
	High temperature PRF

	38. 
	Vigneri 2014 [38]
	Patients with neuropathic pain

	39. 
	Vigneri 2017 [39]
	Patients with neuropathic pain

	40. 
	Wan 2015 [40]
	Nerve roots were exposed to PRF

	41. 
	Wan 2016 [41]
	Patients with neuropathic pain

	42. 
	Wang 2017 [42]
	Nerve roots were exposed to PRF

	43. 
	Xiao 2015 [43]
	Combined PRF and selective cervical nerve root block therapy

	44. 
	Xie 2016 [44]
	High temperature PRF

	45. 
	Yoon 2014 [45]
	Patients with neuropathic pain

	46. 
	Zeldin 2008 [46]
	Poster presentation



Abbreviations: DRG = dorsal root ganglion; PRF = pulsed radiofrequency
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