Appendix 1. Database-specific search strategies used to identify studies on perioperative sedation and safety outcomes of remimazolam in regional anesthesia.

	Table 1. Conceptual structure of the search strategy across databases

	Aspects (combine with AND)
	Synonyms (combine with OR)

	1. Sedative agent
	remimazolam, "remimazolam tosilate" 

	2. Anesthesia type
	spinal, "spinal anesthesia", epidural, "epidural anesthesia", regional, "regional anesthesia", neuraxial, "neuraxial anesthesia"

	3. Sedation purpose 
	Sedation, procedural sedation, conscious sedation 




	Table 2. Structured search strategies used in four major databases

	Database

	Search strategy

	PubMed
	(remimazolam[Title/Abstract] OR "remimazolam tosilate"[Title/Abstract] OR remimazolam[MeSH Terms]) AND (spinal [Title/Abstract] OR "spinal anesthesia"[Title/Abstract] OR
epidural [Title/Abstract] OR "epidural anesthesia"[Title/Abstract] OR "regional anesthesia"[Title/Abstract] OR
neuraxial [Title/Abstract] OR "neuraxial anesthesia"[Title/Abstract]) AND ("sedation"[MeSH Terms] OR sedation[Title/Abstract] OR "procedural sedation"[Title/Abstract] OR "conscious sedation"[Title/Abstract])


	Scopus
	(
TITLE-ABS-KEY (remimazolam) OR TITLE-ABS-KEY ("remimazolam tosilate")) AND (TITLE-ABS-KEY ("spinal anesthesia") OR TITLE-ABS-KEY (spinal) OR TITLE-ABS-KEY ("epidural anesthesia") OR TITLE-ABS-KEY (epidural) OR TITLE-ABS-KEY ("regional anesthesia") OR TITLE-ABS-KEY ("neuraxial anesthesia") OR TITLE-ABS-KEY (neuraxial)) AND (TITLE-ABS-KEY (sedation) OR TITLE-ABS-KEY ("procedural sedation") OR TITLE-ABS-KEY ("conscious sedation"))

	Web of Science
	
TS=(remimazolam OR "remimazolam tosilate") AND TS=("spinal anesthesia" OR "spinal" OR "epidural anesthesia" OR "epidural" OR "regional anesthesia" OR "neuraxial anesthesia") AND TS=(sedation OR "procedural sedation" OR "conscious sedation")

	Embase
	(remimazolam:ti,ab OR "remimazolam tosilate":ti,ab) AND ("spinal anesthesia":ti,ab OR spinal:ti,ab OR "epidural anesthesia":ti,ab OR epidural:ti,ab OR "regional anesthesia":ti,ab OR "neuraxial anesthesia":ti,ab OR neuraxial:ti,ab) AND (sedation:ti,ab OR "procedural sedation":ti,ab OR "conscious sedation":ti,ab)



