Supplement
Table 3 Adjusted risk of aortic aneurism and aortic dissection from fluoroquinolone use

	 
	
	
J01MA=0 
	
J01MA=1 
	
Coefficient 
	
HR (95% CI)
	
p-value
	 

	 
	Fluoroquinolones
	9179 (100)
	9179 (100)
	0.3944
	1.48 (1.30-1.70)
	< 0.001
	 

	 
	Bacterial pneumonia (J13, J14, J15, J16.0, J16.8, J17.0, J17.8, J18)
	605 (6.59)
	752 (8.19)
	0.6870
	1.99 (1.65-2.39)
	< 0.001
	 

	 
	Other bacterial diseases (A31, A32, A35, A36, A37, A38, A39, A40, A41, A42, A46, A48, A49)
	553 (6.02)
	321 (3.50)
	0.3073
	1.36 (1.04-1.77)
	0.0228
	 

	 
	Other diseases of the urinary system, bacterial possible (N30.0, N30.8, N33.0, N39.0)
	952 (10.37)
	3562 (38.81)
	0.1723
	1.19 (1.02-1.38)
	0.0266
	 

	 
	Sex (male)
	5213 (56.79)
	5207 (56.73)
	0.4036
	1.50 (1.31-1.71)
	< 0.001
	 

	
	60 - 64 years*
	1589 (17.31)
	1599 (17.42)
	
	
	
	

	 
	65 to 69 years
	1669 (18.18)
	1616 (17.61)
	0.2681
	1.31 (1.03-1.66)
	0.0282
	 

	 
	70 to 74 years
	2365 (25.77)
	2380 (25.93)
	0.2668
	1.31 (1.05-1.63)
	0.0186
	 

	 
	75 to 79 years
	1997 (21.76)
	2016 (21.96)
	0.4729
	1.60 (1.29-2.00)
	< 0.001
	 

	 
	80 to 84 years
	1043 (11.36)
	1057 (11.52)
	0.6023
	1.83 (1.43-2.33)
	< 0.001
	 

	 
	85 to 89 years
	421 (4.59)
	418 (4.55)
	1.0646
	2.90 (2.20-3.82)
	< 0.001
	 

	 
	90 to 94 years
	95 (1.03)
	93 (1.01)
	1.3365
	3.81 (2.47-5.87)
	< 0.001
	 


*Reference group

Table 4. Relevant variables before and after matching (grey background: no matching variables)
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	
	Before matching
	After matching
	 

	 
	 
	J01MA=0 
	J01MA=1 
	p-Value
	SMD 
	J01MA=0 
	J01MA=1 
	p-Value
	SMD 
	 

	 
	Number of observations without/with J01MA
	31123
	9206
	 
	 
	9179
	9179
	 
	 
	 

	 
	Sex male
	17789 (57.16)
	5223 (56.73)
	0.479
	0.01
	5213 (56.79)
	5207 (56.73)
	0.941
	0.00
	 

	 
	60 - 64 years
	7043 (22.63)
	1601 (17.39)
	0.000
	0.13
	1589 (17.31)
	1599 (17.42)
	0.861
	0.00
	 

	 
	65 - 69 years
	5992 (19.25)
	1617 (17.56)
	0.000
	0.04
	1669 (18.18)
	1616 (17.61)
	0.317
	0.02
	 

	 
	70 - 74 years
	7540 (24.23)
	2387 (25.93)
	0.001
	0.04
	2365 (25.77)
	2380 (25.93)
	0.813
	0.00
	 

	 
	75 - 79 years
	6084 (19.55)
	2023 (21.97)
	0.000
	0.06
	1997 (21.76)
	2016 (21.96)
	0.748
	0.01
	 

	 
	80 - 84 years
	3069 (9.86)
	1061 (11.53)
	0.000
	0.05
	1043 (11.36)
	1057 (11.52)
	0.763
	0.00
	 

	 
	85 - 89 years
	1118 (3.59)
	423 (4.59)
	0.000
	0.05
	421 (4.59)
	418 (4.55)
	0.944
	0.00
	 

	 
	90 - 94 years
	277 (0.89)
	94 (1.02)
	0.274
	0.01
	95 (1.03)
	93 (1.01)
	0.942
	0.00
	 

	 
	Number of emergencies per year (M (SD))
	0.34 (0.91)
	0.41 (1.09)
	0.000
	0.07
	0.38 (0.97)
	0.40 (1.00)
	0.136
	0.02
	 

	 
	Number of practices visited per year (each practice was counted maximum 4 times per year) (M(SD))
	14.15 (6.23)
	14.85 (6.21)
	0.000
	0.11
	14.79 (6.31)
	14.83 (6.20)
	0.658
	0.01
	 

	 
	Number of prescriptions per year (M(SD))
	20.63 (14.26)
	22.15 (14.84)
	0.000
	0.10
	22.00 (14.76)
	22.11 (14.80)
	0.633
	0.01
	 

	 
	Insulins and analogues (A10A)
	583 (1.87)
	175 (1.90)
	0.898
	0.00
	189 (2.06)
	173 (1.88)
	0.426
	0.01
	 

	 
	Antidiabetics, excl. insulins (A10B)
	2207 (7.09)
	715 (7.77)
	0.030
	0.03
	716 (7.80)
	713 (7.77)
	0.956
	0.00
	 

	 
	Antithrombotic agents (B01A)
	5879 (18.89)
	1927 (20.93)
	0.000
	0.05
	1912 (20.83)
	1913 (20.84)
	1.000
	0.00
	 

	 
	Cardiac glycosides (C01A)
	552 (1.77)
	208 (2.26)
	0.003
	0.03
	188 (2.05)
	205 (2.23)
	0.415
	0.01
	 

	 
	Vasodilators used in cardiac diseases (C01D)
	1518 (4.88)
	505 (5.49)
	0.020
	0.03
	495 (5.39)
	504 (5.49)
	0.795
	0.00
	 

	 
	Low-ceiling diuretics, thiazides (C03A)
	1407 (4.52)
	389 (4.23)
	0.239
	0.01
	441 (4.80)
	387 (4.22)
	0.059
	0.03
	 

	 
	Low-ceiling diuretics, excl. thiazides (C03B)
	282 (0.91)
	98 (1.06)
	0.187
	0.02
	104 (1.13)
	97 (1.06)
	0.670
	0.01
	 

	 
	High-ceiling diuretics (C03C)
	2822 (9.07)
	971 (10.55)
	0.000
	0.05
	932 (10.15)
	962 (10.48)
	0.482
	0.01
	 

	 
	Diuretics and potassium-sparing agents in combination (C03D)
	511 (1.64)
	162 (1.76)
	0.466
	0.01
	180 (1.96)
	162 (1.76)
	0.353
	0.01
	 

	 
	Diuretics and potassium-sparing agents in combination (C03E)
	474 (1.52)
	149 (1.62)
	0.545
	0.01
	154 (1.68)
	149 (1.62)
	0.817
	0.00
	 

	 
	Beta-adrenoceptor antagonists (C07A)
	8489 (27.28)
	2679 (29.10)
	0.001
	0.04
	2723 (29.67)
	2665 (29.03)
	0.356
	0.01
	 

	 
	Beta-adrenoceptor antagonists, other combinations. (C07F)
	46 (0.15)
	<30 (--)
	0.279
	0.01
	<30 (--)
	<30 (--)
	0.868
	0.00
	 

	 
	Selective calcium channel blockers with predominant vascular effects (C08C)
	4191 (13.47)
	1331 (14.46)
	0.016
	0.03
	1358 (14.79)
	1323 (14.41)
	0.477
	0.01
	 

	 
	Selective calcium channel blockers with predominant cardiac effect (C08D)
	430 (1.38)
	160 (1.74)
	0.014
	0.03
	134 (1.46)
	160 (1.74)
	0.142
	0.02
	 

	 
	ACE inhibitors, pure (C09A)
	6090 (19.57)
	1977 (21.48)
	0.000
	0.05
	1943 (21.17)
	1970 (21.46)
	0.639
	0.01
	 

	 
	ACE inhibitors, combinations (C09B)
	2725 (8.76)
	886 (9.62)
	0.011
	0.03
	824 (8.98)
	882 (9.61)
	0.147
	0.02
	 

	 
	Angiotensin II receptor antagonists, pure (C09C)
	2458 (7.90)
	762 (8.28)
	0.247
	0.01
	753 (8.20)
	758 (8.26)
	0.915
	0.00
	 

	 
	Angiotensin II receptor antagonists, combinations (C09D)
	2480 (7.97)
	778 (8.45)
	0.141
	0.02
	797 (8.68)
	777 (8.46)
	0.617
	0.01
	 

	 
	Agents that affect lipid metabolism, purely (C10A)
	6926 (22.25)
	2180 (23.68)
	0.004
	0.03
	2183 (23.78)
	2170 (23.64)
	0.835
	0.00
	 

	 
	Agents that influence lipid metabolism, combinations (C10B)
	285 (0.92)
	95 (1.03)
	0.341
	0.01
	83 (0.90)
	95 (1.03)
	0.407
	0.01
	 

	 
	Infectious intestinal diseases (A02, A04, A08, A09)
	723 (2.32)
	260 (2.82)
	0.007
	0.03
	232 (2.53)
	258 (2.81)
	0.252
	0.02
	 

	 
	Tuberculosis (A15, A16, A18)
	134 (0.43)
	43 (0.47)
	0.707
	0.01
	42 (0.46)
	42 (0.46)
	1.000
	0.00
	 

	 
	Other bacterial diseases (A46, A49)
	501 (1.61)
	130 (1.41)
	0.196
	0.02
	157 (1.71)
	129 (1.41)
	0.108
	0.02
	 

	 
	Mycoses (B35, B36, B37, B48, B49)
	2227 (7.16)
	648 (7.04)
	0.720
	0.00
	664 (7.23)
	645 (7.03)
	0.606
	0.01
	 

	 
	Bacteria, viruses, and other infectious agents as causes of diseases classified in other chapters (B95, B96)
	86 (0.28)
	48 (0.52)
	0.001
	0.04
	38 (0.41)
	48 (0.52)
	0.331
	0.02
	 

	 
	Other and unspecified infectious diseases (B99)
	266 (0.85)
	74 (0.80)
	0.686
	0.01
	82 (0.89)
	73 (0.80)
	0.519
	0.01
	 

	 
	[bookmark: C00-C97]Malignant neoplasms
(C00, C15, C16, C18-C23, C26, C34, C41, C45, C49, C61, C62, C64 -C68, C76, C77, C79, C80)
	1786 (5.74)
	698 (7.58)
	0.000
	0.07
	691 (7.53)
	691 (7.53)
	1.000
	0.00
	 

	 
	Gutartige Neubildungen (D14, D29, D30, D33, D35)
	576 (1.85)
	233 (2.53)
	0.000
	0.05
	212 (2.31)
	232 (2.53)
	0.361
	0.01
	 

	 
	Neoplasms of uncertain or unknown behaviour 
(D37, D38, D40, D41, D44, D45, D46, D47, D48)
	1186 (3.81)
	435 (4.73)
	0.000
	0.05
	411 (4.48)
	432 (4.71)
	0.481
	0.01
	 

	 
	Nutritional anaemias (D50, D51, D53)
	610 (1.96)
	248 (2.69)
	0.000
	0.05
	242 (2.64)
	242 (2.64)
	1.000
	0.00
	 

	 
	Aplastic and other anaemias (D60, D61, D63, D64)
	732 (2.35)
	209 (2.27)
	0.677
	0.01
	212 (2.31)
	206 (2.24)
	0.805
	0.00
	 

	 
	Coagulation defects, purpura and other haemorrhagic conditions (D66, D68, D69)
	918 (2.95)
	268 (2.91)
	0.876
	0.00
	306 (3.33)
	266 (2.90)
	0.098
	0.03
	 

	 
	Other diseases of blood and blood-forming organs (D70, D72, D73, D75)
	390 (1.25)
	110 (1.19)
	0.697
	0.01
	123 (1.34)
	110 (1.20)
	0.429
	0.01
	 

	 
	Thyrotoxicosis [hyperthyroidism] (E05)
	833 (2.68)
	294 (3.19)
	0.009
	0.03
	283 (3.08)
	293 (3.19)
	0.703
	0.01
	 

	 
	Diabetes mellitus (E10, E11, E13, E14)
	4656 (14.96)
	1562 (16.97)
	0.000
	0.05
	1560 (17.00)
	1558 (16.97)
	0.984
	0.00
	 

	 
	Other nutritional deficiencies 
(E53, E55, E56, E58, E61)
	580 (1.86)
	188 (2.04)
	0.290
	0.01
	190 (2.07)
	187 (2.04)
	0.917
	0.00
	 

	 
	Obesity (E66)
	3333 (10.71)
	1017 (11.05)
	0.369
	0.01
	1042 (11.35)
	1014 (11.05)
	0.528
	0.01
	 

	 
	Metabolic disorders (E72, E79, E83, E85, E87, E88)
	4039 (12.98)
	1292 (14.03)
	0.009
	0.03
	1272 (13.86)
	1284 (13.99)
	0.815
	0.00
	 

	 
	Organic, including symptomatic, mental disorders (F06, F09)
	312 (1.00)
	118 (1.28)
	0.026
	0.03
	102 (1.11)
	116 (1.26)
	0.376
	0.01
	 

	 
	Mental and behavioural disorders due to psychoactive substance use (F11, F13, F17, F19)
	2018 (6.48)
	641 (6.96)
	0.109
	0.02
	579 (6.31)
	640 (6.97)
	0.075
	0.03
	 

	 
	Mood [affective] disorders (F30, F32, F33, F38, F39)
	3332 (10.71)
	1042 (11.32)
	0.101
	0.02
	1048 (11.42)
	1032 (11.24)
	0.727
	0.01
	 

	 
	Behavioral problems with physical disorders and factors (F50, F51, F52, F55)
	1377 (4.42)
	415 (4.51)
	0.754
	0.00
	427 (4.65)
	414 (4.51)
	0.672
	0.01
	 

	 
	Episodic and paroxysmal diseases of the nervous system (G45, G46, G47)
	2970 (9.54)
	948 (10.30)
	0.033
	0.03
	911 (9.92)
	945 (10.30)
	0.419
	0.01
	 

	 
	Diseases of nerves, nerve roots and nerve plexus (G51, G52, G57)
	413 (1.33)
	133 (1.44)
	0.420
	0.01
	140 (1.53)
	132 (1.44)
	0.669
	0.01
	 

	 
	Polyneuropathies and other disorders of the peripheral nervous system (G60, G61, G62, G63)
	1385 (4.45)
	505 (5.49)
	0.000
	0.05
	459 (5.00)
	503 (5.48)
	0.154
	0.02
	 

	 
	Other paralysis syndromes (G83)
	88 (0.28)
	32 (0.35)
	0.371
	0.01
	38 (0.41)
	32 (0.35)
	0.549
	0.01
	 

	 
	Affections of the choroid and retina (H35, H36)
	3530 (11.34)
	1066 (11.58)
	0.541
	0.01
	1146 (12.49)
	1062 (11.57)
	0.060
	0.03
	 

	 
	Blindness and visual impairment (H54)
	628 (2.02)
	200 (2.17)
	0.380
	0.01
	200 (2.18)
	200 (2.18)
	1.000
	0.00
	 

	 
	Other affections of the eye and eye appendages in diseases classified elsewhere (H58)
	<30 (--)
	<30 (--)
	1.000
	0.00
	<30 (--)
	<30 (--)
	0.579
	0.01
	 

	 
	Other hearing loss (H91)
	2018 (6.48)
	640 (6.95)
	0.117
	0.02
	660 (7.19)
	635 (6.92)
	0.489
	0.01
	 

	 
	Chronic rheumatic heart disease (I05, I06, I07, I08, I09)
	873 (2.80)
	258 (2.80)
	1.000
	0.00
	269 (2.93)
	257 (2.80)
	0.627
	0.01
	 

	 
	Hypertensive diseases (I10, I11, I12, I13, I15)
	15400 (49.48)
	4871 (52.91)
	0.000
	0.07
	4738 (51.62)
	4851 (52.85)
	0.098
	0.02
	 

	 
	Ischaemic heart diseases (I20, I21, I22, I23, I24, I25)
	6084 (19.55)
	2046 (22.22)
	0.000
	0.07
	2009 (21.89)
	2040 (22.22)
	0.593
	0.01
	 

	 
	Pulmonary heart disease and diseases of pulmonary circulation (I26, I27, I28)
	572 (1.84)
	172 (1.87)
	0.883
	0.00
	182 (1.98)
	172 (1.87)
	0.629
	0.01
	 

	 
	Other forms of heart disease                                     (I30, I31, I33, I34, I35, I36, I37, I38, I39, I40, I42, I44, I45, I46, I47, I48, I49, I50, I51, I52)
	8130 (26.12)
	2566 (27.87)
	0.001
	0.04
	2609 (28.42)
	2550 (27.78)
	0.341
	0.01
	 

	 
	Cerebrovascular diseases (I60, I65, I66, I67)
	2656 (8.53)
	836 (9.08)
	0.106
	0.02
	890 (9.70)
	834 (9.09)
	0.164
	0.02
	 

	 
	Diseases of arteries, arterioles and capillaries
(I70, I72, I73, I74, I77)
	3923 (12.60)
	1318 (14.32)
	0.000
	0.05
	1284 (13.99)
	1310 (14.27)
	0.596
	0.01
	 

	 
	Diseases of veins, lymphatics, and lymph nodes, not elsewhere classified (I80, I82, I83, I86, I87)
	4894 (15.72)
	1478 (16.05)
	0.455
	0.01
	1507 (16.42)
	1469 (16.00)
	0.459
	0.01
	 

	 
	Other and unspecified diseases of the circulatory system (I95, I97, I99)
	1060 (3.41)
	366 (3.98)
	0.010
	0.03
	352 (3.83)
	363 (3.95)
	0.703
	0.01
	 

	 
	Influenza and pneumonia (J11, J12, J13, J15, J16, J18)
	661 (2.12)
	228 (2.48)
	0.047
	0.02
	197 (2.15)
	227 (2.47)
	0.154
	0.02
	 

	 
	Other acute lower respiratory tract infections (J21, J22)
	133 (0.43)
	36 (0.39)
	0.703
	0.01
	37 (0.40)
	36 (0.39)
	1.000
	0.00
	 

	 
	Chronic lower respiratory diseases (J43, J44, J46, J47)
	3496 (11.23)
	1128 (12.25)
	0.007
	0.03
	1093 (11.91)
	1126 (12.27)
	0.469
	0.01
	 

	 
	Pulmonary diseases caused by exogenous substances (J61, J62, J64, J67, J68)
	104 (0.33)
	43 (0.47)
	0.078
	0.02
	33 (0.36)
	43 (0.47)
	0.301
	0.02
	 

	 
	Other diseases of the pleura (J90, J91, J92, J93, J94)
	181 (0.58)
	60 (0.65)
	0.490
	0.01
	62 (0.68)
	60 (0.65)
	0.928
	0.00
	 

	 
	Other diseases of the respiratory system (J95, J96, J98)
	629 (2.02)
	208 (2.26)
	0.171
	0.02
	210 (2.29)
	208 (2.27)
	0.961
	0.00
	 

	 
	Diseases of the esophagus, stomach and duodenum (K22, K25, K26, K27, K28, K29, K31)
	3599 (11.56)
	1181 (12.83)
	0.001
	0.04
	1130 (12.31)
	1176 (12.81)
	0.316
	0.02
	 

	 
	Hernias (K40, K42, K43, K45, K46)
	1383 (4.44)
	407 (4.42)
	0.949
	0.00
	394 (4.29)
	404 (4.40)
	0.745
	0.01
	 

	 
	Other noninfectious gastroenteritis and colitis (K52)
	528 (1.70)
	192 (2.09)
	0.015
	0.03
	175 (1.91)
	189 (2.06)
	0.491
	0.01
	 

	 
	Other diseases of intestine (K55, K56, K59, K60, K61, K62, K63)
	2112 (6.79)
	732 (7.95)
	0.000
	0.04
	673 (7.33)
	727 (7.92)
	0.141
	0.02
	 

	 
	Diseases of liver (K70, K71, K75, K76)
	2757 (8.86)
	914 (9.93)
	0.002
	0.04
	852 (9.28)
	911 (9.92)
	0.146
	0.02
	 

	 
	Diseases of the gallbladder, bile ducts and pancreas (K80, K81, K82, K83, K85, K86)
	2069 (6.65)
	708 (7.69)
	0.001
	0.04
	682 (7.43)
	705 (7.68)
	0.539
	0.01
	 

	 
	Infections of the skin and subcutaneous tissue (L02, L03, L08)
	845 (2.72)
	219 (2.38)
	0.08
	0.02
	220 (2.40)
	218 (2.37)
	0.96
	0.00
	 

	 
	Dermatitis and eczema (L28, L29, L30)
	2995 (9.62)
	878 (9.54)
	0.822
	0.00
	914 (9.96)
	873 (9.51)
	0.319
	0.02
	 

	 
	Other diseases of the skin and subcutaneous tissue, not elsewhere classified (L98)
	367 (1.18)
	117 (1.27)
	0.512
	0.01
	111 (1.21)
	117 (1.27)
	0.739
	0.01
	 

	 
	Gout (M10)
	1167 (3.75)
	386 (4.19)
	0.056
	0.02
	375 (4.09)
	382 (4.16)
	0.824
	0.00
	 

	 
	Other joint diseases (M21, M24)
	1719 (5.52)
	535 (5.81)
	0.302
	0.01
	527 (5.74)
	532 (5.80)
	0.899
	0.00
	 

	 
	Other necrotizing vasculopathies (M31)
	112 (0.36)
	38 (0.41)
	0.525
	0.01
	34 (0.37)
	38 (0.41)
	0.723
	0.01
	 

	 
	Other inflammatory spondylopathies (M46)
	102 (0.33)
	42 (0.46)
	0.086
	0.02
	33 (0.36)
	42 (0.46)
	0.355
	0.02
	 

	 
	Other muscle diseases (M62)
	1184 (3.80)
	357 (3.88)
	0.770
	0.00
	375 (4.09)
	356 (3.88)
	0.497
	0.01
	 

	 
	Soft tissue diseases related to stress, overuse and pressure (M70)
	510 (1.64)
	141 (1.53)
	0.504
	0.01
	160 (1.74)
	139 (1.51)
	0.244
	0.02
	 

	 
	Other osteopathies (M86, M89)
	247 (0.79)
	77 (0.84)
	0.736
	0.00
	71 (0.77)
	77 (0.84)
	0.680
	0.01
	 

	 
	Glomerular diseases (N00, N02, N05, N06, N08)
	301 (0.97)
	110 (1.19)
	0.064
	0.02
	96 (1.05)
	110 (1.20)
	0.362
	0.01
	 

	 
	Tubulointerstitial kidney disease (N10, N11, N12, N13, N15)
	302 (0.97)
	135 (1.47)
	0.000
	0.05
	118 (1.29)
	132 (1.44)
	0.408
	0.01
	 

	 
	Renal failure (N18, N19)
	1831 (5.88)
	657 (7.14)
	0.000
	0.05
	615 (6.70)
	651 (7.09)
	0.308
	0.02
	 

	 
	Urolithiasis (N20, N21)
	958 (3.08)
	356 (3.87)
	0.000
	0.04
	296 (3.22)
	355 (3.87)
	0.021
	0.03
	 

	 
	Other diseases of the kidney and ureter (N25, N26, N27, N28, N29)
	1389 (4.46)
	494 (5.37)
	0.000
	0.04
	482 (5.25)
	491 (5.35)
	0.792
	0.00
	 

	 
	Other diseases of the urinary system (N30, N31, N32, N33, N34, N35, N36, N39)
	2564 (8.24)
	1186 (12.88)
	0.000
	0.15
	1151 (12.54)
	1167 (12.71)
	0.739
	0.01
	 

	 
	Diseases of the male genital organs (N40, N41, N42, N43, N45, N47, N48, N49, N50, N51)
	4983 (16.01)
	1817 (19.74)
	0.000
	0.10
	1722 (18.76)
	1804 (19.65)
	0.129
	0.02
	 

	 
	Congenital malformations of the circulatory system (Q21, Q23, Q24, Q25)
	298 (0.96)
	74 (0.80)
	0.196
	0.02
	90 (0.98)
	74 (0.81)
	0.239
	0.02
	 

	 
	Congenital malformations of the genital organs (Q53, Q54, Q55)
	44 (0.14)
	<30 (--)
	0.311
	0.01
	<30 (--)
	<30 (--)
	0.472
	0.01
	 

	 
	Congenital malformations of the urinary system (Q60, Q61, Q64)
	1138 (3.66)
	392 (4.26)
	0.009
	0.03
	399 (4.35)
	388 (4.23)
	0.716
	0.01
	 

	 
	Symptoms affecting the circulatory and respiratory systems (R00, R01, R04, R06, R09)
	2772 (8.91)
	843 (9.16)
	0.473
	0.01
	868 (9.46)
	840 (9.15)
	0.493
	0.01
	 

	 
	Symptoms affecting the digestive system and abdomen (R10, R11, R16, R17)
	2521 (8.10)
	806 (8.76)
	0.047
	0.02
	803 (8.75)
	802 (8.74)
	1.000
	0.00
	 

	 
	Symptoms affecting the skin and subcutaneous tissue (R21, R22, R23)
	525 (1.69)
	172 (1.87)
	0.259
	0.01
	159 (1.73)
	171 (1.86)
	0.541
	0.01
	 

	 
	Symptoms affecting the nervous system and the musculoskeletal system (R25, R26)
	1,008 (3.24)
	352 (3.82)
	0.007
	0.03
	350 (3.81)
	348 (3.79)
	0.969
	0.00
	 

	 
	Symptoms affecting the urinary system (R30, R32, R33, R39)
	1,770 (5.69)
	718 (7.80)
	0.000
	0.08
	653 (7.11)
	705 (7.68)
	0.150
	0.02
	 

	 
	Symptoms affecting cognition, perception, mood, and behavior (R41, R44, R45)
	576 (1.85)
	210 (2.28)
	0.010
	0.03
	193 (2.10)
	206 (2.24)
	0.544
	0.01
	 

	 
	Common symptoms (R50, R52, R53, R55, R56, R57, R58, R60, R63, R68)
	3,690 (11.86)
	1,184 (12.86)
	0.010
	0.03
	1,216 (13.25)
	1,176 (12.81)
	0.393
	0.01
	 

	 
	Abnormal blood test findings without the presence of a diagnosis (R70, R72, R73, R74, R76, R77, R79)
	929 (2.98)
	304 (3.30)
	0.129
	0.02
	305 (3.32)
	301 (3.28)
	0.901
	0.00
	 

	 
	Abnormal urinalysis findings without the presence of a diagnosis (R80, R81, R82)
	280 (0.90)
	107 (1.16)
	0.027
	0.03
	86 (0.94)
	106 (1.15)
	0.168
	0.02
	 

	 
	Abnormal findings without a diagnosis on diagnostic imaging and functional tests (R91, R93, R94)
	653 (2.10)
	215 (2.34)
	0.181
	0.02
	210 (2.29)
	215 (2.34)
	0.844
	0.00
	 

	 
	Injuries of the head (S00, S01, S02, S06)
	477 (1.53)
	163 (1.77)
	0.119
	0.02
	136 (1.48)
	162 (1.76)
	0.144
	0.02
	 

	 
	Injuries of the thorax (S20, S22, S27, S29)
	551 (1.77)
	205 (2.23)
	0.005
	0.03
	184 (2.00)
	201 (2.19)
	0.410
	0.01
	 

	 
	Injuries of the abdomen, lumbosacral region, lumbar spine and pelvis (S30, S31, S32, S36, S37, S39)
	410 (1.32)
	175 (1.90)
	0.000
	0.05
	146 (1.59)
	166 (1.81)
	0.278
	0.02
	 

	 
	Injuries of the shoulder and upper arm (S40, S42)
	338 (1.09)
	127 (1.38)
	0.024
	0.03
	102 (1.11)
	125 (1.36)
	0.142
	0.02
	 

	 
	Superficial injury of the hip and thigh (S70)
	97 (0.31)
	<30 (--)
	0.122
	0.02
	30 (0.33)
	<30 (--)
	0.153
	0.02
	 

	 
	Injuries to unspecified parts of the trunk, extremities or other body regions (T09, T11, T13, T14)
	2,133 (6.85)
	614 (6.67)
	0.554
	0.01
	628 (6.84)
	609 (6.63)
	0.596
	0.01
	 

	 
	Certain early complications of trauma, not elsewhere classified (T79)
	419 (1.35)
	119 (1.29)
	0.732
	0.00
	116 (1.26)
	117 (1.27)
	1.000
	0.00
	 

	 
	Complications of surgical procedures and medical treatment, not elsewhere classified (T81, T82, T85, T88)
	1,489 (4.78)
	486 (5.28)
	0.057
	0.02
	478 (5.21)
	483 (5.26)
	0.895
	0.00
	 

	 
	Functional limitation (U50, U51)
	116 (0.37)
	43 (0.47)
	0.240
	0.01
	42 (0.46)
	43 (0.47)
	1.000
	0.00
	 

	 
	People who use the health care system for examination and clarification (Z02, Z03, Z08, Z09, Z12)
	6,534 (20.99)
	1,961 (21.30)
	0.535
	0.01
	1,984 (21.61)
	1,956 (21.31)
	0.627
	0.01
	 

	 
	Persons with potential health risks with regard to communicable diseases (Z24, Z29)
	804 (2.58)
	255 (2.77)
	0.344
	0.01
	263 (2.87)
	255 (2.78)
	0.755
	0.01
	 

	 
	Persons using the health care system for the purpose of specific measures and medical care (Z41, Z43, Z45, Z46, Z51)
	1,991 (6.40)
	653 (7.09)
	0.019
	0.03
	666 (7.26)
	651 (7.09)
	0.689
	0.01
	 


Data are presented as numbers (percentages) or means (standard deviations)
Abbreviations: J01MA = Fluoroquinolones, SMD = standard mean difference
p values determined using the Chi-square test or t-test, as appropriate.


Table 5. Proportion of patients with fluoroquinolone prescriptions and simultaneous prescriptions for other antibiotics in the same quarter
	Tetracyclines
	Penicillins
	Other beta-lactam antibiotics
	Sulfonamides/ Trimethoprim
	Macrolides, lincosamides or streptogramins
	Other antibiotics

	2.69%
	5.45%
	7.16%
	3.86%
	4.95%
	3.10%



