Additional file 1. Hospital peer-groups definition

	Teaching
	Hospitals with full membership to the Association of Canadian Academic Healthcare Organizations (ACAHO) or teaching hospitals according to the Association québécoise des établissements en santé et services sociaux (AQESS)

	Community - Large
	2 of the following 3 criteria:
· ≥ 8000 inpatient cases
· ≥ 10 000 weighted cases
· ≥ 50 000 inpatient days

	Community - Medium
	Do not meet large-community group criteria
≥ 2000 weighted cases (approximately ≥ 50 beds)

	Community - Small
	Do not meet large-community group criteria
< 2000 weighted cases (approximately < 50 beds)
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