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Supplementary II: Included studies

	Author(s)
	Year
	Study design
	Funding
	Number of included studies
	Setting
	Population
	Outcome(s)
	Risk Factor(s)
	Type of included studies

	Abdi et al.[1] 
	2015
	SR
	Funding not reported
	20
	Iran
	General population
	Other
	NA
	Interventional

	Akbari et al.[2]
	2014
	SR
	Not funded
	17
	Iran
	Adolescents and young adults
	Other
	NA
	Observational

	Akl et al.[3]
	2011
	SR
	Not funded
	38
	International and MENA
	General and specific populations (high school students, university students, and pregnant women)
	Hypertension
	NA
	Observational

	Akl et al.[4]
	2013
	SR
	Funding not reported
	58
	International and MENA
	General population
	Other
	NA
	Mixed qualitative and quantitative

	Al-Khudairy et al.[5]
	2013
	SR
	Funding not reported
	17
	Multiple MENA countries
	Adults
	Diabetes
	Diet
	Mixed

	Alharbi et al.[6]
	2014
	MA
	Funded by King Saud University, Saudi Arabia
	36
	Multiple MENA countries
	Adults
	Diabetes; Obesity
	NA
	Not reported

	Alhurishi et al.[7]
	2011
	SR
	Funded by King Saud University, Saudi Arabia
	10
	Multiple MENA countries
	Women
	Cancer
	NA
	Observational

	Alhyas et al.[8]
	2012
	SR
	Funded by the UAE Ministry of research and higher education
	27
	Multiple MENA countries
	General population 
	Diabetes
	NA
	Observational

	Aljefree et al.[9]
	2015
	SR
	Funded by King Abdul Aziz University for Nutrition and Dietetics
	15
	Multiple MENA countries
	Adults
	Diabetes; CVD; Metabolic syndrome; Hypertension; Obesity; Dyslipidemia
	Diet
	Mixed

	Amini et al.[10]
	2009
	SR
	Funded by Novo Nordisk Pars, Iran
	26
	Iran
	Patients
	Diabetes; CVD; Hypertension
	NA
	Observational

	Amirkalali et al.[11]
	2015
	MA
	Funded by the Endocrinology and Metabolism Population Sciences Institute at the Tehran University of Medical Sciences
	28
	Iran
	Adults
	Metabolic syndrome
	NA
	Observational

	Ardeshiri et al.[12]
	2013
	MA
	Funding not reported
	15
	Iran
	Adults (15-64 yrs)
	Other
	NA
	Observational

	Ashtari et al.[13]
	2015
	SR
	Not funded
	21
	International and MENA
	General population
	Cancer
	Obesity; Alcohol
	Observational

	Bamimore et al.[14]
	2015
	SR
	Funded by Seraj Kaki Chair for the study of genetic polymorphisms in cardiovascular disease and diabetes, King Abdulaziz University, Jeddah, Saudi Arabia; CIHR; Canada Chair; Saint Joseph University; Lebanese National Council for Scientific Research grants
	Not mentioned
	Multiple MENA countries
	General population
	Dyslipidemia
	NA
	Observational

	Barakat et al.[15] 
	2012
	SR
	Funding not reported
	6
	Single MENA country
	General population
	CVD
	Hypertension; Obesity; Dyslipidemia; Smoking
	Observational

	Behrouz et al.[16]
	2016
	SR
	Funding not reported
	30
	Multiple MENA countries
	Patients
	CVD
	Hypertension; Diet; Smoking
	Observational

	Benamer et al.[17]
	2009
	SR
	Funding not reported
	31
	Multiple MENA countries
	General population
	CVD
	Hypertension; Diet
	Observational

	Benrahma et al.[18]
	2014
	MA
	Funded by NEPAD/NABNet New Partnership for Africa’s Development, North Africa Biosciences Network, and Joint WHO/EMRO-COMSTECH RAB&GH grants
	7
	Multiple MENA countries
	Patients and controls
	Diabetes
	NA
	Observational

	Berhouma et al.[19]
	2012
	MA
	Funding not reported
	13
	Single MENA country
	Tunisians with specified polymorphisms
	Diabetes
	NA
	Observational

	Borhani Haghighi et al.[20]
	2012
	SR
	Funding not reported
	7
	Iran
	Patients
	CVD
	NA
	Observational

	Bos et al.[21]
	2013
	SR
	Funding not reported
	12
	Multiple MENA countries
	Patients
	Diabetes
	Obesity
	Observational

	Boutayeb et al.[22]
	2013
	SR
	Funding not reported
	26
	Multiple MENA countries
	General population
	Cancer; Diabetes; CVD; CRD
	Metabolic syndrome; Hypertension; Obesity; Dyslipidemia; Diet; Physical activity; Alcohol; Smoking
	Observational

	Chen et al.[23]
	2015
	MA
	Funding not reported
	13
	International and MENA
	Patients and controls
	CVD
	NA
	Observational

	Cherbal et al.[24] 
	2013
	SR
	Funded by the Algerian National Research Program (CNEPRU)
	11
	Multiple MENA countries
	Maghrebian population/ families
	Cancer
	NA
	Genetic

	Deghaidy et al.[25]
	2005
	MA
	Funding not reported
	29
	Single MENA country
	Patients
	Cancer
	NA
	Observational

	Djalalinia et al.[26] 
	2014
	SR
	Funded by the Ministry of Health and Medical Education of Islamic Republic of Iran and Setad-e-Ejraie Farmane Imam
	53
	Iran
	Children
	Obesity
	NA
	Mixed qualitative and quantitative

	Djalalinia et al.[27]
	2015
	MA
	Funding not reported
	19
	Iran
	General population
	Obesity
	NA
	Observational

	Donnelly et al.[28]
	2015
	SR
	Funded by the Qatar National Research Fund under its National Priority Research Program
	6
	Multiple MENA countries
	Women
	Cancer
	NA
	Interventional

	Eng et al.[29]
	2014
	MA
	Funded by the Senior Visiting Scientist Award by the International Agency for Research on Cancer (IARC)
	80
	International and MENA
	Indigenous Populations: women
	Cancer
	NA
	Observational

	Forat-Yazdi et al.[30]
	2015
	MA
	Funded by the Shahid Sadoughi University of Medical Sciences, Yazd, Iran
	13
	Iran
	Patients
	Cancer
	NA
	Observational

	Haghdoost et al.[31]
	2008
	MA
	Funded by the Kerman University of Medical Sciences (KUMS)
	29
	Iran
	General population
	Hypertension
	NA
	Observational

	Haghdoost et al.[32]
	2009
	MA
	Funded by the Kerman University of Medical Sciences (KUMS)
	20
	Iran
	General population
	Diabetes
	NA
	Observational

	Haghdoost et al.[33]
	2013
	MA
	Funded by the Research and Technology Deputy of Kerman University of Medical Science
	22
	Iran
	Students
	Other
	NA
	Observational

	Hajian-Tilaki [34]
	2015
	SR
	Funding not reported
	43
	Iran
	Adults
	Metabolic syndrome
	Hypertension; Obesity; Dyslipidemia; Diet; Physical activity
	Observational

	Halimi et al.[35]
	2013
	MA
	Funding not reported
	13
	Iran
	Women
	Other
	NA
	Observational

	Hasan et al.[36]
	2014
	SR
	Funding not reported
	21
	Single MENA country
	General population
	CVD; Hypertension
	Obesity; Physical activity; Smoking
	Observational

	Hosseini et al.[37]
	2010
	SR
	Funding not reported
	13
	Iran
	General population
	Other
	Hypertension; Dyslipidemia; Smoking
	Observational

	Hovsepian et al.[38]
	2015
	SR
	Funded by the Ministry of Health and Medical Education of Islamic Republic of Iran, Setad-e-EjraieFarmane Imam
	26
	Iran
	Children and adolescents
	Dyslipidemia
	NA
	Observational

	Irshad et al.[39]
	2015
	MA
	Funded by the College of Medicine Research Center, Deanship of Scientific Research, King Saud University, Riyadh, Saudi Arabia
	5
	Single MENA country
	Patients and controls
	Cancer
	NA
	Observational

	Jafari-Adli et al.[40]
	2014
	SR
	Funding not reported
	193
	Iran
	Adults and  children
	Obesity
	NA
	Observational

	Jalilian et al.[41]
	2015
	MA
	Funded by the Ilam University of Medical Sciences
	30
	Iran
	Women
	Obesity
	NA
	Observational

	Jalilvand et al.[42]
	2014
	SR
	Funding not reported
	61
	Iran
	Patients and controls
	Cancer
	NA
	Observational

	Jalilvand et al.[43]
	2015
	MA
	Funded by the Tehran University of medical sciences
	20
	Iran
	Women
	Cancer
	NA
	Observational

	Javanbakh et al.[44]
	2015
	MA
	Funded by the Iran University of Medical sciences
	6
	Iran
	General population
	Diabetes
	NA
	Mixed

	Jazayeri et al.[45]
	2013
	SR
	Funding not reported
	9
	Iran
	General population
	Cancer
	NA
	Observational

	Kelishadi et al.[46]
	2014
	MA
	Funded by the Isfahan University of Medical Sciences
	107
	Iran
	Children and adolescents
	Obesity
	NA
	Observational

	Keyhani et al.[47]
	2012
	MA
	Funding not reported
	22
	Iran
	Patients
	Cancer
	NA
	Observational

	Khodaeian et al.[48]
	2015
	SR
	Funding not reported
	88
	Iran
	General population
	Diabetes
	NA
	Observational

	Khorasanizadeh et al.[49]
	2013
	SR
	Funded by the Tehran University of Medical Sciences; Mrs. Sohrabi Charity Fund in the Cancer Institute of Iran
	14
	Iran
	Women
	Cancer
	NA
	Observational

	Kiadaliri et al.[50]
	2013
	SR
	Not funded
	46
	Iran
	Patients
	Other
	Hypertension; Obesity; Dyslipidemia; Physical activity; Smoking
	Mixed

	Koonrung-sesomboon et al.[51]
	2015
	MA
	Funding not reported
	63
	International and MENA
	Patients
	Cancer
	NA
	Genetic

	Laraqui et al.[52]
	2015
	SR
	Funding not reported
	13
	Multiple MENA countries
	Patients
	Cancer
	NA
	Genetic

	Lasram et al.[53]
	2014
	MA
	Funded by NEPAD/NABNet T2D NA (New Partnership for Africa’s Development, North Africa Biosciences Network, Type 2 diabetes, North Africa); joint WHO/EMRO-COMSTECH RAB&GH Grants; the Tunisian Ministry of Higher Education and Scientific Research; the Tunisian Ministry of Health.
	3
	Single MENA country
	Patients
	Diabetes
	NA
	Not reported

	Lehman et al.[54]
	2009
	MA
	Funded by a US National Science Foundation Graduate Research Fellowship and a Sigma Xi Grant-in-Aid of Research
	39
	Single MENA country
	Population-based samples (non-high risk) and hepatocellular carcinoma cases
	Cancer
	NA
	Genetic

	Mabry et al.[55]
	2010
	SR
	Not funded
	4
	Multiple MENA countries
	General population
	Metabolic syndrome
	Diet; Physical activity
	Observational

	Maleki et al.[56]
	2015
	SR
	Funded by the Tabriz University of Medical Sciences
	25
	Iran
	Patients
	Cancer
	Smoking
	Observational

	Maziak et al.[57]
	2015
	SR
	Funded by the US Public Health Service Grants, Initiative for Cardiovascular Health Research in the Developing Countries (IC-Health), India
	3
	International and MENA
	Smokers
	Other
	NA
	Interventional

	Meshkin et al.[58]
	2013
	SR
	Funded by the Iranian National Institute of Health and Health Technology Assessment Department of the Iranian Ministry of Health and Medical Education
	6
	Iran
	Patients
	Cancer
	NA
	Interventional

	Meysamie et al.[59]
	2012
	SR
	Funding not reported
	83
	Iran
	General population
	Cancer; Diabetes; CVD; CRD; Hypertension; Dyslipidemia
	Smoking
	Observational

	Mirmiran et al.[60]
	2010
	SR
	Funding not reported
	48
	Multiple MENA countries
	Children
	Obesity
	NA
	Observational

	Mirzazadeh et al.[61]
	2013
	MA
	Funding not reported
	32
	Iran
	Adults
	Obesity
	NA
	Observational

	Mohammadbeigi et al.[62]
	2011
	MA
	Funding not reported
	11
	Iran
	Children
	CRD
	NA
	Observational

	Moosazadeh [63]
	2013
	MA
	Not funded
	17
	Iran
	Adults (15-64 yrs)
	Other
	NA
	Observational

	Moosazadeh et al.[64]
	2013
	MA
	Funded by the Deputy of Research and Technology of Kerman University of Medical Sciences
	18
	Iran
	General population 
	Other
	NA
	Observational

	Moosazadeh et al.[65]
	2014
	MA
	Funding not reported
	12
	Iran
	General population
	Other
	NA
	Observational

	Motlagh et al.[66]
	2009
	SR
	Funding not reported
	51
	Multiple MENA countries
	General population
	CVD
	Hypertension; Obesity; Smoking
	Observational

	Mustafa [67]
	2014
	SR
	Funding not reported
	28
	Multiple MENA countries
	General population
	CVD
	NA
	Observational

	Nazarzadeh et al.[68]
	2013
	MA
	Funded by the Zanjan University of Medical Science, Zanjan, Iran; the Psychosocial Injuries Research Center, Ilam, Iran.
	27
	Iran
	Adolescents
	Other
	NA
	Observational

	Panahi et al.[69]
	2015
	MA
	Funded by the Baqiyatallah University of Medical Sciences and the Tabriz University of Medical Sciences
	7
	Iran
	Individuals exposed to mustard gas
	Cancer; CRD
	NA
	Observational

	Peykari et al.[70]
	2015
	SR
	Funding not reported
	15
	Iran
	General population
	Diabetes
	NA
	Observational

	Raad et al.[71]
	2011
	MA
	Funding not reported
	6
	Multiple MENA countries
	Smokers and non-smokers
	CRD
	Smoking
	Observational

	Rahmani et al.[72]
	2015
	MA
	Funding not reported
	144
	Iran
	Adults
	Obesity
	NA
	Observational

	Raza et al.[73]
	2013
	MA
	Funded by the Higher Education Commission of Pakistan and the Free University, Amsterdam, The Netherlands
	90
	Single MENA country
	Indigenous and Immigrant
	Diabetes; CVD; Hypertension; Obesity; Dyslipidemia
	NA
	Observational

	Ruby et al.[74]
	2015
	SR
	Funded by the Research for Health in Humanitarian Crises (R2HC) Programme
	8
	International and MENA
	Civilians affected by humanitarian crises   Palestinian refugees in Jordan
	Diabetes; CVD; Hypertension
	NA
	Mixed

	Sarayani et al.[75]
	2013
	SR
	Not funded
	14
	Iran
	Patients
	Diabetes; CVD; Hypertension
	NA
	Mixed

	Sefri et al.[76]
	2014
	MA
	Funded by the Passteur Institute of Morocco and a grant from the project NEPAD/NABNet
	21
	Single MENA country
	Patients
	Diabetes
	NA
	Genetic

	Shaghaghi et al.[77]
	2014
	SR
	Funded by the Tabriz University of Medical Sciences
	62
	Iran
	General population
	Other
	Hypertension; Obesity; Dyslipidemia; Diet; Physical activity; Smoking
	Observational

	Shayesteh et al.[78]
	2013
	SR
	Funded by the Research institute for Infectious Disease of Digestive System (RIDD) in Ahvaz Jundishapour University of Medical Science (AJUMS) and the Digestive Disease Research Center (DDRC) in Tehran University of Medical Science (TUMS)
	13
	Iran
	Patients
	Other
	Smoking
	Observational

	Shobeiri et al.[79]
	2015
	MA
	Not funded
	24
	Iran
	Women
	Diabetes
	Obesity
	Observational

	Sobhani et al.[80]
	2014
	MA
	Funding not reported
	21
	Iran
	Patients
	Other
	NA
	Observational

	Sohal et al.[81]
	2015
	SR
	Funded by the Michael Smith Foundation for Health Research Career Scientist Award and the Alberta Innovates-Health Solutions Health Scholar Award
	20
	International and MENA
	Patients
	Diabetes
	Diet; Physical activity
	Observational

	Tabatabaei-Malazy et al.[82]
	2014
	MA
	Not funded
	30
	Iran
	General population
	Other
	NA
	Observational

	Tailakh et al.[83]
	2014
	SR
	Funding not reported
	13
	Multiple MENA countries
	General population
	Hypertension
	NA
	Observational

	Toselli et al.[84]
	2014
	SR
	Funded by EU FP7/2007-2013 (EU and North African Migrants: Health and Health Systems (EUNAM))
	30
	International and MENA
	Adults
	Obesity
	Metabolic syndrome; Hypertension; Obesity; Diet; Physical activity; Alcohol; Smoking
	Mixed

	Tran et al.[85]
	2010
	SR
	Funding not reported
	26
	Multiple MENA countries
	General population
	CVD
	NA
	Observational

	Veisani et al.[86]
	2016
	MA
	Funding not reported
	26
	Iran
	Patients
	Cancer
	NA
	Observational

	Yaghoubi et al.[87]
	2012
	SR
	Funding not reported
	18
	Iran
	Patients
	CVD
	Hypertension; Dyslipidemia; Smoking
	Observational

	Yarhusseini et al.[88]
	2014
	MA
	Funding not reported
	8
	Iran
	Patients
	Cancer
	NA
	Not reported

	Zabetian et al.[89]
	2013
	SR
	Not funded
	110
	Multiple MENA countries
	General population
	Diabetes; CVD
	Obesity; Dyslipidemia; Diet
	Observational
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