Appendix 1 – Citation searching process to produce Figure 2

Methods

The five CRSU papers published by November 2023 were included in the forward citation search. These five papers were placed into two groups:
· Network meta-analysis papers relating to the development of MetaInsight (Owen 2019 and Nevill 2023) [1, 2]. 
· Diagnosic Test Accuracy papers on the development of MetaDTA (Freeman 2019, Patel 2021) and MetaBayesDTA (Cerullo 2023) [3-5].

The forward citations were extracted using the citationchaser app on 15th November 2023 [6]. The resulting RIS files were downloaded from citationchaser and then converted to xml files in EndNote. At this stage, where citations of the papers included within that forward citation search had been incorporated they were manually removed.

The resulting xml files were uploaded to the SR-Accelerator deduplicator tool to remove duplicate citations followed by using the SR-Accelerator for the screening process [7]. The full text of each paper was screened to place the article into one of the two following groups:

Meta-analysis 
· Authors clearly state that they have used the relevant CRSU app for some or all of their analysis or data visualisations
· When this was not clearly defined, articles were included where the figures appeared to be produced from the CRSU apps

Other 
· CRSU app cited but not directly used for analysis i.e. overview of methods, papers describing other Shiny apps, book chapter
· Authors desired to use a CRSU app but their data was not sufficient
· Protocols
· Not journal articles (conference proceedings, letters etc)
· No full-text or English text access 

Where errors were discovered at this stage (duplications, retracted papers or papers that were not forward citing) they were removed from the analysis.










Table A1 – Forward citation numbers at each step of the citation searching process

	Year
	MetaInsight 
(Owen 2019 & Nevill 2023)
	DTA apps 
(Freeman 2019, Patel 2021 and Cerullo 2023)

	citationchaser
	115 citations, 113 unique
	217 citations, 174 unique

	xml file
	111
	172

	Deduplicated
	106
	164

	Screenatron/Final
	105
	152




Table A2 - MetaInsight results – number of forward citations of MetaInsight grouped by year from 2019 to 2023

	Year
	Total citations 
	Citation that used MetaInsight to conduct NMA (Meta-analysis group)

	2019
	0
	0

	2020
	8
	4

	2021
	19
	15

	2022
	29
	26

	2023 (until 15th Nov)
	49
	40

	Total
	105
	85



Table A3 - MetaInsight results – number of forward citations of DTA apps grouped by year from 2019 to 2023

	Year
	Total citations 
	Citation that used apps to conduct DTA-MA

	2019
	1
	1

	2020
	20
	15

	2021
	44
	38

	2022
	53
	40

	2023 (until 15th Nov)
	34
	24

	Total
	152
	118
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