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	A population of opinions about a topic, most often statements.

	Consensus Statements
	Statements placed in similar positions on a sorting grid are compared to other factors.

	Distinguishing Statements
	Statements placed in statistically different positions on a sorting grid compared to other factors.

	Confounded Sorts
	Sorts that load significantly on more than one factor.

	
	

	Extraction
	The statistical method by which factors are identified. All Q studies use person-by-person factor analysis, which correlates participants rather than variables. More specifically, the most common factor extraction methods are centroid and principal component analysis (PCA)

	Factor Array
	A sorting grid or table showing how a hypothetical respondent loading on the factor would have ordered the statements of the Q-sample. These may be displayed as Z scores or Q scores.

	Q sample or Q set
	A subset of statements drawn from the concourse was presented to the participants for sorting. They may be structured, flowing from a theoretical framework, or unstructured.

	Q sort
	The product of sorting that displays how a participant has ranked all items in a Q set.

	P sample or P set
	Purposefully selected participants in a Q study.

	Score sheet /Sorting grids
	Data collection sheet for recording how items are sorted. The grid has the same number of openings as the Q sample has items. Grids typically have a quasinormal distribution and range from negative to positive values.

	Subjectivity
	Individual's distinct subjective motives, perceptions, perspectives, attitudes, beliefs, priorities, or views.

	Q-Sorting
	The data collection process involved participants ranking the items of the Q-sample according to instructions, such as how much they agreed or disagreed with them.



