Additional File 2: Topic guide for semi-structured interviews (English-translated version)
"Thank you for receiving me. I am a PhD student and my research topic concerns the care pathway for patients with chronic inflammatory rheumatism. One of the objectives of my work is to identify the current obstacles and facilitators both in the community and in the hospital to the implementation of a collaborative community-hospital programme to support patients with rheumatoid arthritis. 
The exploration that I would like to conduct with you should make it possible to identify the constraints and motivations of general practitioners, which should be taken into account in the proposal of a programme. 
I would also like to explore with you the possibilities for improving inter-professional collaborations between the community and the hospital in order to optimize the management of patients with rheumatoid arthritis.
In practice, I am recording our exchange, with your agreement, to allow me to analyse it later. Anonymity is of course the rule."
	Open-ended question(s)
	Possible follow-up question(s)

	1. Current management practices of GPs in RA

	Is medication adherence a concern in this disease?
	In terms of adherence, what is your perception of your patients’ profile?
How do you assess your patients' adherence? 
Is adherence similar between different treatments?

	Do you currently encounter any difficulties in the management of these patients?
	What are the therapeutic strategies and latest recommendations? 
What is your treatment management?
What is the tolerance of the treatments?

	What do patients expect from their treatment?
	What are the most frequently asked questions?
What are your sources of information?

	2. Conceptions of the community-hospital relationship

	How do you view the community-hospital relationship nowadays?
	How important is it?
What advantages do you see in developing it?
What disadvantages do you see in developing it?
What difficulties do you see in inter-professional communication?
Do you encounter difficulties in contacting healthcare professionals (community/hospital)?

	What is your relationship with community pharmacists?

	What makes these relationships good/poor/other? 
Do you think it would be useful to develop more collaborations with community pharmacists?

	3. Involvement in a collaborative patient support programme

	Would you be willing to participate in a collaborative patient support programme for rheumatoid arthritis?
	

	What could be the involvement of the general practitioner in this type of programme?	

	What advantages do you see in participating?
What would be the reasons why you would not participate in this type of collaborative programme? (Insufficient remuneration? Lack of time? Training?)
Would a simple transmission of information be sufficient? 
Would you like to be more involved?

	4. Communication tools

	How do you communicate with other healthcare professionals today?	

	What are your means of communication?
Is the information transmitted sufficient for you?
Do you encounter difficulties with this type of communication?



[bookmark: _GoBack]
2

