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	Variable
	Total (n=133)
	time interval ≤  5 weeks (n=62)
	time interval >  5 weeks (n=71)
	P value

	Baseline characteristics

	Sex
	
	
	
	0.493

	Male
	106 (79.7%)
	51 (82.3%)
	55 (77.5%)
	

	Female
	27 (20.3%)
	11 (17.7%)
	16 (22.5%)
	

	Age
	
	
	
	0.324

	≤ 60 years
	69 (51.9%)
	35 (56.5%)
	34 (47.9%)
	

	> 60 years
	64 (48.1%)
	27 (43.5%)
	37 (52.1%)
	

	Smoking history
	
	
	
	0.451

	No
	69 (51.9%)
	30 (48.4%)
	39 (54.9%)
	

	Yes
	64 (48.1%)
	32 (51.6%)
	32 (45.1%)
	

	Hypertension
	
	
	
	0.682

	No
	103 (77.4%)
	49 (79.0%)
	54 (76.1%)
	

	Yes
	30 (22.6%)
	13 (21.0%)
	17 (23.9%)
	

	Diabetes
	
	
	
	0.139

	No
	127 (95.5%)
	61 (98.4%)
	66 (93.0%)
	

	Yes
	6 (4.5%)
	1 (1.6%)
	5 (7.0%)
	

	Coronary atherosclerosis
	
	
	
	0.119

	No
	124 (93.2)
	60 (96.8%)
	64 (90.1%)
	

	Yes
	9 (6.8)
	2 (3.2%)
	7 (9.9%)
	

	Tumor location
	
	
	
	0.527

	Upper
	19 (14.3%)
	7 (11.3%)
	12 (16.9%)
	

	Middle
	80 (60.2%)
	37 (59.7%)
	43 (60.6%)
	

	Lower
	34 (25.6)
	18 (29.0%)
	16 (22.5%)
	

	cT stage
	
	
	
	0.261

	T2
	2 (1.5%)
	1 (1.6%)
	1 (1.4%)
	

	T3
	128 (96.2%)
	61 (98.4%)
	67 (94.4%)
	

	T4
	3 (2.3%)
	0 (0)
	3 (4.2%)
	

	cN stage
	
	
	
	0.206

	N0
	63 (47.4%)
	33 (53.2%)
	30 (42.3%)
	

	N+
	70 (52.6%)
	29 (46.8%)
	41 (57.7%)
	

	Imaging response
	
	
	
	0.557

	Partial response
	85 (63.9%)
	38 (61.3%)
	47 (66.2%)
	

	Stable disease
	48 (36.1%)
	24 (38.7%)
	24 (33.8%)
	

	Neoadjuvant therapy cycles
	
	
	
	0.321

	Two
	88 (66.2%)
	42 (67.7%)
	46 (64.8%)
	

	Three
	39 (29.3%)
	19 (30.6%)
	20 (28.2%)
	

	Four
	6 (4.5%)
	1 (1.6%)
	5 (7.0%)
	

	Neoadjuvant therapy regimen
	
	
	
	0.276

	Camrelizumab + chemotherapy
	68 (51.1%)
	37 (59.7%)
	31 (43.7%)
	

	Sintilimab + chemotherapy
	32 (24.1%)
	11 (17.7%)
	21 (29.6%)
	

	Pembrolizumab + chemotherapy
	14 (10.5%)
	5 (8.1%)
	9 (12.7%)
	

	Tislelizumab + chemotherapy
	14 (10.5%)
	8 (12.9%)
	6 (8.5%)
	

	Toripalimab + chemotherapy
	2 (1.5%)
	0 (0)
	2 (2.8%)
	

	Nivolumab + chemotherapy
	2 (1.5%)
	1 (1.6%)
	1 (1.4%)
	

	Penpulimab + chemotherapy
	1 (0.8%)
	0 (0)
	1 (1.4%)
	

	Adjuvant therapy
	
	
	
	0.414

	No
	18 (13.5%)
	10 (16.1%)
	8 (11.3%)
	

	Yes
	115 (86.5%)
	52 (83.9%)
	63 (88.7%)
	

	Tumor size
	
	
	
	0.563

	≤ 5cm
	125 (94.0%)
	58 (93.5%)
	67 (94.4%)
	

	> 5cm
	8 (6.0%)
	4 (6.5%)
	4 (5.6%)
	

	Grade
	
	
	
	0.180

	Highly
	1 (0.8%)
	1 (1.6%)
	0 (0)
	

	Moderately
	64 (48.1%)
	34 (54.8%)
	30 (42.3%)
	

	Poorly
	26 (19.5%)
	8 (12.9%)
	18 (25.4%)
	

	Unknown
	42 (31.6%)
	19 (30.6%)
	23 (32.4%)
	

	ypT stage
	
	
	
	0.249

	T0
	30 (22.6%)
	15 (24.2%)
	15 (21.1%)
	

	T1
	37 (27.8%)
	20 (32.3%)
	17 (23.9%)
	

	T2
	20 (15.0%)
	11 (17.7%)
	9 (12.7%)
	

	T3
	46 (34.6%)
	16 (25.8%)
	30 (42.3%)
	

	ypN stage
	
	
	
	0.593

	N0
	94 (70.7%)
	46 (74.2%)
	48 (67.6%)
	

	N1
	32 (24.1%)
	13(21.0%)
	19 (26.8%)
	

	N2
	4 (3.0%)
	1 (1.6%)
	3 (4.2%)
	

	N3
	3 (2.3%)
	2 (3.2%)
	1 (1.4%)
	

	Pathological response

	TRG
	
	
	
	0.237

	0
	32 (24.1%)
	17 (27.4%)
	15 (21.1%)
	

	1
	21 (15.8%)
	6 (9.7%)
	15 (21.1%)
	

	2
	39 (29.3%)
	21 (33.9%)
	18 (25.4%)
	

	3
	41 (30.8%)
	18 (29.0%)
	23 (32.4%)
	

	pCR
	
	
	
	0.140

	No
	106 (79.7%)
	46 (74.2%)
	60 (84.5%)
	

	Yes
	27 (20.3%)
	16 (25.8%)
	11 (15.5%)
	

	MPR
	
	
	
	0.545

	No
	80 (60.2%)
	39 (62.9%)
	41 (57.7%)
	

	Yes
	53 (39.8%)
	23 (37.1%)
	30 (42.3%)
	

	Adverse reactions during neoadjuvant therapy

	Anemia
	
	
	
	0.557

	No
	110 (82.7%)
	50 (80.6%)
	60 (84.5%)
	

	Yes
	23 (17.3%)
	12 (19.4%)
	11 (15.5%)
	

	Leukopenia
	
	
	
	0.510

	No
	113 (85.0%)
	52 (83.9%)
	61 (85.9%)
	

	Yes
	20 (15.0%)
	10 (16.1%)
	10 (14.1%)
	

	Thrombocytopenia
	
	
	
	0.638

	No
	129 (97.0%)
	60 (96.8%)
	69 (97.2%)
	

	Yes
	4 (3.0%)
	2 (3.2%)
	2 (2.8%)
	

	Liver dysfunction
	
	
	
	0.582

	No
	122 (91.7%)
	56 (90.3%)
	66 (93.0%)
	

	Yes
	11 (8.3%)
	6 (9.7%)
	5 (7.0%)
	

	Renal dysfunction
	
	
	
	0.563

	No
	125 (94.0%)
	58 (93.5%)
	67 (94.4%)
	

	Yes
	8 (6.0%)
	4 (6.5%)
	4 (5.6%)
	

	Skin rash
	
	
	
	0.449

	No
	130 (97.7%)
	60 (96.8%)
	70 (98.6%)
	

	Yes
	3 (2.3%)
	2 (3.2%)
	1 (1.4%)
	

	Pneumonia
	
	
	
	0.564

	No
	128 (96.2%)
	60 (96.8%)
	68 (95.8%)
	

	Yes
	5 (3.8%)
	2 (3.2%)
	3 (4.2%)
	

	Postoperative complications

	Anastomotic fistula
	
	
	
	0.936

	No
	122 (91.7%)
	57 (91.9%)
	65 (91.5%)
	

	Yes
	11 (8.3%)
	5 (8.1%)
	6 (8.5%)
	

	Pulmonary infection
	
	
	
	0.557

	No
	111 (83.5%)
	53 (85.5%)
	58 (81.7%)
	

	Yes
	22 (16.5%)
	9 (14.5%)
	13 (18.3%)
	

	Chylothorax
	
	
	
	0.717

	No
	131 (98.5%)
	61 (98.4%)
	70 (98.6%)
	

	Yes
	2 (1.5%)
	1 (1.6%)
	1 (1.4%)
	

	MODS
	
	
	
	0.149

	No
	130 (97.7%)
	62 (100.0%)
	68 (95.8%)
	

	Yes
	3 (2.3%)
	0 (0)
	3 (4.2%)
	

	Operative characteristics

	Operation time (min)
	305.49 ± 85.96
	311.77 ± 82.67
	300.00 ± 88.95
	0.433

	Blood loss (ml)
	156.69 ± 123.69
	145.48 ± 104.26
	166.48 ± 138.44
	0.331

	Number of resected lymph nodes
	24.97 ± 9.35
	25.61 ± 10.37
	24.41 ± 8.39
	0.461

	Hospital stay (day)
	19.54 ± 10.77
	17.47 ± 8.44
	21.35 ± 12.23
	0.058

	R0 resection
	
	
	
	0.119

	No
	9 (6.8%)
	2 (3.2%)
	7 (9.9%)
	

	Yes
	124 (93.2%)
	60 (96.8%)
	64 (90.1%)
	


TRG, Tumor Response Grade; pCR, pathological complete response; MPR, major pathologic response; MODS, multiple organ dysfunction syndrome



