Table S1. Electronic search strategy.
	Databases
	Set
	Search terms
	Results

	PubMed
	#1
	"Hemorrhoids"[Mesh] OR "hemorrhoid*" [Title/Abstract] OR piles[Title/Abstract]
	9424

	
	#2
	"Surgical Procedures, Operative"[MeSH] OR surgery[Title/Abstract] OR surgical[Title/Abstract] OR hemorrhoidectomy[Title/Abstract] OR "Doppler-guided hemorrhoidal artery ligation"[Title/Abstract] OR "stapled hemorrhoidopexy"[Title/Abstract] OR "transanal hemorrhoidal dearterialization"[Title/Abstract]
	4829150

	
	#3
	"Conservative Treatment"[MeSH] OR "conservative"[Title/Abstract] OR "non-surgical"[Title/Abstract] OR "medical therapy"[Title/Abstract] OR "local therapy"[Title/Abstract] OR "lifestyle modification"[Title/Abstract] OR "diet"[Title/Abstract] OR "fiber"[Title/Abstract] OR "laxative"[Title/Abstract] OR "steroid"[Title/Abstract] OR "sitz bath"[Title/Abstract] OR "phlebotonics"[Title/Abstract] OR "flavonoids"[Title/Abstract] OR "calcium dobesilate"[Title/Abstract] OR "micronized purified flavonoid fraction"[Title/Abstract] OR "pharmacological"[Title/Abstract] OR "Traditional Chinese medicine"[Title/Abstract]
	1333171

	
	#4
	#1 AND #2 AND #3
	415

	Cochrane
	#1
	MeSH descriptor: [Hemorrhoids] explode all trees
	798

	
	#2
	("hemorrhoid" OR "piles"):ti,ab,kw
	1153

	
	#3
	#1 OR #2
	1645

	
	#4
	MeSH descriptor: [Surgical Procedures, Operative] explode all trees
	175336

	
	#5
	("surgery" OR "surgical" OR "hemorrhoidectomy" OR "doppler-guided hemorrhoidal artery ligation" OR "stapled hemorrhoidopexy" OR "transanal hemorrhoidal dearterialization"):ti,ab,kw
	334714

	
	#6
	#4 OR #5
	396100

	
	#7
	MeSH descriptor: [Conservative Treatment] explode all trees
	358

	
	#8
	("conservative" OR "non-surgical" OR "medical therapy" OR "local therapy" OR "lifestyle modification" OR "diet" OR "fiber" OR "laxative" OR "steroid" OR "sitz bath" OR "flavonoids" OR "calcium dobesilate" OR "phlebotonics" OR "micronized purified flavonoid fraction" OR "pharmacological " OR "Traditional Chinese medicine"):ti,ab,kw
	166442

	
	#9
	#7 OR #8
	166442

	
	#10
	#3 AND #6 AND #9 in trials
	155

	Web of Science
	#1
	TS=(hemorrhoids OR piles)
	462922

	
	#2
	TS=(surgery OR surgical OR hemorrhoidectomy OR "doppler-guided hemorrhoidal artery ligation" OR "stapled hemorrhoidopexy" OR "transanal hemorrhoidal dearterialization")
	5681134

	
	#3
	TS=(conservative OR non-surgical OR "medical therapy" OR "lifestyle modification" OR "micronized purified flavonoid fraction" OR "pharmacological" OR "Traditional Chinese medicine" OR "local therapy" OR "diet" OR "fiber" OR "laxative"OR "steroid" OR "sitz bath" OR "flavonoids" OR "phlebotonics" OR "calcium dobesilate")
	5166202

	
	#4
	#1 AND #2 AND #3
	764

	Embase
	#1
	'hemorrhoid'/exp OR 'haemorrhoid':ti,ab,kw OR 'hemorrhoid':ti,ab,kw OR 'hemorrhoids':ti,ab,kw OR 'piles':ti,ab,kw
	16014

	
	#2
	'surgery'/exp OR 'operation':ti,ab,kw OR 'operative':ti,ab,kw OR 'resection':ti,ab,kw OR 'operation':ti,ab,kw OR 'surgery':ti,ab,kw OR 'surgical':ti,ab,kw OR 'hemorrhoidectomy':ti,ab,kw OR 'doppler-guided hemorrhoidal artery ligation':ti,ab,kw OR 'stapled hemorrhoidopexy':ti,ab,kw OR 'transanal hemorrhoidal dearterialization':ti,ab,kw
	7575427

	
	#3
	'conservative treatment'/exp OR 'nonoperative treatment':ti,ab,kw OR 'nonsurgical treatment':ti,ab,kw OR 'conservative':ti,ab,kw OR 'non-surgical':ti,ab,kw OR 'medical therapy':ti,ab,kw OR 'lifestyle modification':ti,ab,kw OR 'micronized purified flavonoid fraction':ti,ab,kw OR 'pharmacological':ti,ab,kw OR 'phlebotonics':ti,ab,kw OR 'Traditional Chinese medicine':ti,ab,kw OR 'local therapy':ti,ab,kw OR 'diet':ti,ab,kw OR 'fiber':ti,ab,kw OR 'laxative':ti,ab,kw OR 'steroid':ti,ab,kw OR 'sitz bath':ti,ab,kw OR 'flavonoids':ti,ab,kw OR 'calcium dobesilate':ti,ab,kw
	2344258

	
	#4
	#1 AND #2 AND #3
	1250



