Additional File 3
Supplementary table 2. Additional characteristics of the participants grouped by midlife educational level
	
	Mean (SD)/n(%)
	

	
	All 
(n = 1604)
	Primary 
(n = 493)
	Secondary
(n = 763)
	College/Uni
(n = 348)
	p-value*

	Midlife
	

	Height
	171.2 (8.9)
	167.9 (8.3)
	172.0 (8.6)
	174.1 (9.2)
	<0.001

	Body mass indexa
	25.3 (3.6)
	25.6 (3.8)
	25.1 (3.5)
	25.4 (3.5)
	0.066

	Smoking
	
	
	
	
	0.776

	  Never
	576 (35.9)
	173 (35.1)
	275 (36.0)
	128 (36.8)
	

	  Previously
	349 (21.8)
	103 (20.9)
	175 (22.9)
	71 (20.4)
	

	  Currently
	679 (42.3)
	217 (44.0)
	313 (41.0)
	149 (42.8)
	

	Alcohol consumptionb
	
	
	
	
	<0.001

	Never
	365 (23.2)
	161 (33.5)
	161 (21.5)
	43 (12.6)
	

	1x/week or more
	285 (18.1)
	63 (13.1)
	134 (17.9)
	88 (25.8)
	

	1-3x/month
	544 (34.6)
	116 (24.2)
	282 (37.7)
	146 (42.7)
	

	<1x/month
	355 (22.6)
	130 (27.1)
	166 (22.1)
	59 (17.3)
	

	Don't know
	23 (1.5)
	10 (2.1)
	7 (0.9)
	6 (1.8)
	

	Late Life

	Waist circumferencec
	102.2 (12.3)
	102.9 (12.5)
	101.7 (11.9)
	102.2 (12.7)
	0.230

	Diabetes
	223 (13.9)
	75 (15.2)
	94 (12.3)
	54 (15.5)
	0.216

	Hypertension
	1273 (79.4)
	412 (83.6)
	598 (78.4)
	263 (75.6)
	0.007

	Coronary artery diseased
	284 (19.3)
	74 (16.2)
	147 (20.9)
	63 (20.0)
	0.003

	Strokee
	103 (6.4)
	32 (6.5)
	52 (6.8)
	19 (5.5)
	0.626

	Cognitive function
	
	
	
	
	<0.001

	Dementia
	58 (3.6)
	31 (6.3)
	19 (2.5)
	8 (1.2)
	

	Mild cognitive impairment
	93 (5.8)
	52 (10.5)
	35 (4.6)
	6 (1.7)
	

	Normal
	1429 (89.1)
	399 (80.9)
	700 (91.7)
	330 (94.8)
	

	Statins
	351 (21.9)
	103 (20.9)
	184 (24.1)
	64 (18.4)
	0.082

	Number of medication
	4.1 (2.9)
	4.3 (2.9)
	4.0 (2.8)
	3.8 (2.9)
	0.068

	Note. SD = Standard deviation; n = number; Uni = University.
*Comparison between educational groups, One-way ANOVA for continuous variables and Pearson‘s Chi-Square for categorical variables.
Data missing for: an =2, bn = 32, cn = 1, dn = 131. en = 2.



