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[bookmark: _GoBack]Additional file 4 Distribution of stx genotypes in STEC O157 compared to non-O157 STEC, Norway 1992-2012. In general, the diversity of stx genotypes was higher among non-O157 STEC than in STEC O157. No statistically significant difference in the presence of stx1 was observed between STEC O157 and non-O157, however the stx1 subtypes stx1c and stx1d were only detected in non-O157 STEC. Nearly all O157 STEC carried stx2, whereas less than half of the non-O157 isolates harboured this gene. The stx2 subtypes, stx2c and stx2a+stx2c were encountered only in O157 STEC. On the other hand, stx2b and stx2g were seen exclusively in non-O157 STEC group.  
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