
 

 

Identify active TB patients 

between 2003 and 2010 

(N=4,494) 

Exclude 1,377 persons with 

chronic respiratory diseases 

(N=3,117) 

Identify 19,536 

respiratory-related visits 

(assumed the cut-off interval 

<=60 days) 

1. ICD codes: 460 - 519, or 

2. Medicines: mucolytic, 

antitussive agents, 

asthma, flu, 

bronchodilator, or 

3. Procedures: sputum 

bacterial smear, sputum 

AFS, sputum TB culture, 

chest X-ray, chest CT, 

bronchoscope, other 

pathogens 

HSD>0 

(N=2,597) 

HSD=0 

(N=520) 

Measure 

HSD 

who, before one year of the 

initiation of TB treatment,  

1. took refillable chronic 

respiratory medicines, or 

2. took at least one respiratory 

medicine for ≥28 days 

within one year 

1. At least 1 medical visit  

with International  

Classification of Diseases  

(ICD) codes 010–018, and  

2. ≧2 anti-tuberculosis (TB) 

medications were prescribed 

for ≧28 days 

Source population: 

1,000,000 beneficiaries from 

the Longitudinal Health 

Insurance Database 2000 

(LHID2000) of Taiwan 

Exclude 49,508 persons due to 

missing sex information 

Study population 

(N=950,492) 


