[bookmark: OLE_LINK75][bookmark: OLE_LINK74]Additional file 1. Clinical Classification of COVID-19 Patients
1. Mild cases
The clinical symptoms were mild, and there was no sign of pneumonia on imaging.
2. Moderate cases
Showing fever and respiratory symptoms with radiological findings of pneumonia.
3. Severe cases
Adult cases meeting any of the following criteria:
3.1 Respiratory distress (≥ 30 breaths / min);
3.2 Oxygen saturation ≤ 93% at rest;
3.3 Arterial partial pressure of oxygen (PaO2) / fraction of inspired oxygen (FiO2) ≤ 300mmHg (l mmHg = 0.133kPa).
In high-altitude areas (at an altitude of over 1,000 meters above the sea level), PaO2/ FiO2 shall be corrected by the following formula: PaO2 / FiO2 x[Atmospheric pressure (mmHg) / 760]
Cases with chest imaging that shows obvious lesion progression within 24-48 hours >50% shall be managed as severe cases.
4. Critical cases
Cases meeting any of the following criteria:
4.1 Respiratory failure and requiring mechanical ventilation;
4.2 Shock;
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