
Additional file 4: Examining Bias Based on Respondent Characteristics
To examine potential bias in respondent perceptions, consider ratio of reported COVID-19 inoculation fatalities to COVID-19 illness fatalities for Democrats, Republicans and Independents which are 6/46, 32/58, and 18/61, respectively. Democrats report fewer COVID-19 inoculation fatalities than Republicans or Independents, suggesting politicization of the issue. Estimated nationwide fatalities are calculated with scenarios where Democrats, Republicans and Independents are presumed to offer more accurate reporting by applying the ratio of COVID-19 inoculation fatalities to COVID-19 illness fatalities to nationwide COVID-19 illness fatalities of 839,992. Estimated fatalities for Democrats are 109,564. Republicans and Independents yield estimated fatalities of 463,444 and 247,867, respectively. There may also be differences in perceptions by inoculation status.  A person who has been inoculated may be less inclined to observe and acknowledge potential vaccine-induced injuries, whereas the uninoculated may be looking for potential harm; each person has an incentive to validate one’s decision.  To examine this type of bias, the sample is divided by vaccination status:  The inoculated ratio of COVID-19 inoculation fatalities to COVID-19 illness fatalities is 14/106 and the unvaccinated reported ratio is 44/56.  For the vaccinated group, there are an estimated 110,942 fatalities, whereas with the unvaccinated group there are 659,995 fatalities.


