[bookmark: _Hlk152754476]Table a: Search strategy used to retrieve eligible studies.
	Electronic database
	Combination 
	Number of articles
	Last searching date

	PubMed
	(("microRNAs" OR "miRNAs" OR "miRNA" OR "microRNA" OR "miR")) AND (("diagnos*")) AND (("COVID-19" OR "coronavirus" OR "novel coronavirus 2019" OR "SARS-CoV-2" OR "2019-nCoV" OR "2019 nCoV"))
	301
	January 16, 2024

	EMBASE
	[bookmark: _Hlk152753596]('microRNAs':ti,ab,kw OR 'miRNAs':ti,ab,kw OR 'miRNA':ti,ab,kw OR 'microRNA':ti,ab,kw OR 'miR':ti,ab,kw) AND ('diagnos*':ti,ab,kw) AND ('COVID-19':ti,ab,kw OR 'coronavirus':ti,ab,kw OR 'novel coronavirus 2019':ti,ab,kw OR 'SARS-CoV-2':ti,ab,kw OR '2019-nCoV':ti,ab,kw OR '2019 nCoV':ti,ab,kw)
	187
	January 16, 2024

	Scopus
	[bookmark: _Hlk156394598](TITLE-ABS-KEY ( "microRNAs" ) OR TITLE-ABS-KEY ( "miRNAs" ) OR TITLE-ABS-KEY ( "miRNA" ) OR TITLE-ABS-KEY ( "microRNA" ) OR TITLE-ABS-KEY ( "miR" ) AND TITLE-ABS-KEY ( "diagnos*" ) AND TITLE-ABS-KEY ( "COVID-19" ) OR TITLE-ABS-KEY ( "coronavirus" ) OR TITLE-ABS-KEY ( "novel coronavirus 2019" ) OR TITLE-ABS-KEY ( "SARS-CoV-2" ) OR TITLE-ABS-KEY ( "2019-nCoV" ) OR TITLE-ABS-KEY ( "2019 nCoV" )) 
	344
	January 16, 2024

	Other sources (direct Google searches, Google Scholar, ResearchGate)












	“microRNAs” and “diagnosis” and “COVID-19”; “microRNAs” and “diagnosis” and “coronavirus”; “microRNAs” and “diagnosis” and “novel coronavirus 2019”; “microRNAs” and “diagnosis” and “SARS-CoV-2”
	16
	January 16, 2024





