[bookmark: _GoBack]Annex I: Searching strategy 
Before searching terms developed, the Medical specific headings terms (Mesh) of incidence, human, Rabies, Exposure, Risk factors, and Ethiopia. The searching terms were developed by combining keywords, Mesh term, entry terms and other synonyms.  
The following searching strategy was used in PubMed:
(((("Incidence"[Mesh]) OR “Incidences” OR “Incidence Proportion” OR “Incidence Proportions” OR “Proportion, Incidence” OR “Cumulative Incidence” OR “Cumulative Incidences” OR “Incidence, Cumulative” OR “Attack Rate” OR “Attack Rates” OR “Rate, Attack” OR “Incidence Rate” OR “Incidence Rates” OR “Rate, Incidence” OR “Person-time Rate” OR “Person time Rate” OR “Person-time Rates” OR “Rate, Person-time” OR “Secondary Attack Rate” OR “Attack Rate, Secondary” OR “Rate, Secondary Attack” OR “Secondary Attack Rates” AND "Humans"[Mesh] OR “Man, Modern” OR “Modern Man” OR “Human” OR “Man (Taxonomy)” OR “Homo sapiens” AND "Rabies"[Mesh]) OR “Hydrophobia” OR “Lyssa” OR “Lyssas” OR “Paralytic Rabies” OR “Encephalitic Rabies” OR “Rabies, Encephalitic” OR “Furious Rabies” OR “Furious Raby” OR “Rabies, Furious” OR “Raby, Furious” OR "Rabies virus"[Mesh]) AND “Exposure” OR “Suspected human rabies exposure”  AND “Associated factors” OR "Risk Factors"[Mesh] OR “Factor, Risk” OR “Risk Factor” OR “Population at Risk” OR “Populations at Risk” OR “Risk Scores” OR “Risk Score” OR “Score, Risk” OR “Risk Factor Scores” OR “Risk Factor Score” OR “Score, Risk Factor” OR “Health Correlates” OR “Correlates, Health” OR “Social Risk Factors” OR “Factor, Social Risk” OR “Factors, Social Risk” OR “Risk Factor, Social” OR “Risk Factors, Social” OR “Social Risk Factor” AND “Ethiopia” [Mesh] )))).
The terms “incidence of human rabies exposure OR human rabies exposure incidence OR factors associated with human rabies exposure OR human exposure to rabies AND Ethiopia" were used in African Journals Online, EMBASE, CINAHL, Science Direct and Google Scholar.
Annex II: 
Human rabies virus exposure is a condition where the saliva or nervous system tissue of a potentially infectious animal is entered into open cuts in the skin or mucous membranes (9, 13, 14).  It is classified into possible exposure, probable exposure, and exposed. A person who had a bite or scratch due to close contact with a rabies susceptible animal in or originating from a rabies-infected area is called possible exposure. Probable exposure: an individual who had a bite or scratch by an animal that has displayed clinical signs similar to rabies at the time of the exposure, or within 10 days following exposure in a rabies-infected area. When a person who has had close contact (usually a bite or scratch) with a laboratory-confirmed rabid animal is called exposed (33).
Annex III
The following elements of research quality are assessed by the eleven checklists in this quality check tool: (1) two groups from the same population; (2) exposures measured similarly; (3) the exposure measured in a valid and reliable way; (4) confounding factors identified; (5) strategies articulated to control confounder; (6) participants released from outcome at inception; (7) outcomes measured validly; (8) follow-up time reported; (9) reasons for loss investigated; (10) strategies applied to address incomplete follow-up; and (11) suitable statistical analysis employed (37)
Annex IV: Data extraction Tool
	Authors name
	Publication Year
	Study area
	Study Design
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	Incidence per 100,000
	Sex specific Incidence per 100000 
	Age group with highest incidence and incidence rate 
	Residence specific incidence per 100000

	
	Male
	Female 
	
	Urban
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	Season specific incidence per 100000
	Factors with AOR and 95% CI

	Fall
	springe
	winter
	summer
	AOR
	Lower CI
	Upper CI

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	



