Methodological limitations of included studies

	Study
	Author(s), Year
	Study design
	Sample size
	Limitations

	1. 
	Samuel C. Ficenec et al.,2020 [12]
	case-control study 
	147
	No baseline health data

	2. 
	Alexa L. Li et al., 2020 [17]
	cross-sectional study
	31
	Small sample; no control group; ophthalmic focus limits generalizability

	3. 
	J.B McCormick et al., 1987 [18]
	Case-control
	269
	Old dataset; unclear long-term follow up

	4. 
	A. Duvignaud et al.,  2020 [19]
	Case report
	 Single case
	Single case; cannot generalize findings

	5. 
	Best, K. C. et al., 2024 [11]
	Cross-sectional study
	15
	Small sample; focused only on hearing loss

	6. 
	Okogbenin EO et al., 2020 [20]
	Retrospective cohort study
	10
	[bookmark: _GoBack]Psychiatric diagnosis not standardized; no follow up data

	7. 
	 Cummins D et al., 1989 [21]
	Cross-sectional study
	32
	ECG abnormalities may reflect acute phase; no follow-up data

	8. 
	Okokhere P et al, 2018 [22]
	Retrospective, observational cohort study 
	291
	CNS symptoms not stratified by severity or age; retrospective bias

	9. 
	Günther S et al., 2021 [23]
	Case study
	Single case
	Single case; lacks comparative data



