[bookmark: OLE_LINK11]Table 1: Detailed description of database search strategy
	Datebase
	Search
	Query
	Result

	Embase
	#1
	'acute lung injury'/exp OR 'acute lung injury' OR 'ards'/exp OR 'ards' OR 'acute respiratory failure'/exp OR 'acute respiratory failure' OR 'acute respiratory distress syndrome'/exp OR 'acute respiratory distress syndrome'
	130,093

	
	#2
	'nlr' OR 'neutrophil-to-lymphocyte ratio'/exp OR 'neutrophil-to-lymphocyte ratio'
	44,077

	
	#3
	'mortality' OR 'prognosis'
	3,454,829

	
	#4
	#1 AND #2 AND #3
	447

	Web of Science
	#1
	"TS=(“acute lung injury” OR “ARDS” OR “acute respiratory failure” OR “acute respiratory distress syndrome”) and Preprint Citation Index (Exclude – Database) and Research Commons (Exclude – Database)
	113,262

	
	#2
	"TS=(“NLR”OR “neutrophil-to-lymphocyte ratio”) and Preprint Citation Index (Exclude – Database) and Research Commons (Exclude – Database)
	44,203

	
	#3
	"TS=(“mortality” OR “prognosis”) and Preprint Citation Index (Exclude – Database) and Research Commons (Exclude – Database)
	3,970,463

	
	#4
	"#3 AND #2 AND #1 and Preprint Citation Index (Exclude – Database) and Research Commons (Exclude – Database)
	278

	Pubmed
	#1
	"acute lung injury"[All Fields] OR "ARDS"[All Fields] OR "acute respiratory failure"[All Fields] OR "acute respiratory distress syndrome"[All Fields]
	60,034

	
	#2
	"NLR"[All Fields] OR "neutrophil-to-lymphocyte ratio"[All Fields]
	36,307

	
	#3
	"mortality"[All Fields] OR "prognosis"[All Fields]
	2,384,921

	
	#4
	("mortality"[All Fields] OR "prognosis"[All Fields]) AND ("NLR"[All Fields] OR "neutrophil-to-lymphocyte ratio"[All Fields]) AND ("acute lung injury"[All Fields] OR "ARDS"[All Fields] OR "acute respiratory failure"[All Fields] OR "acute respiratory distress syndrome"[All Fields])
	210



