Additional File 1. Search strategy (Medline)
	1
	(bloodstream or blood stream).mp. [mp=title, book title, abstract, original title, name of substance word, subject heading word, floating sub-heading word, keyword heading word, organism supplementary concept word, protocol supplementary concept word, rare disease supplementary concept word, unique identifier, synonyms, population supplementary concept word, anatomy supplementary concept word]
	38,219

	2
	exp Catheterization/or exp Catheterization, Swan-Ganz/or catheterization*.mp. or exp Catheterization, Central Venous/
	244,579

	3
	(central venous or central-line or catheter-related or catheter related).mp. [mp=title, book title, abstract, original title, name of substance word, subject heading word, floating sub-heading word, keyword heading word, organism supplementary concept word, protocol supplementary concept word, rare disease supplementary concept word, unique identifier, synonyms, population supplementary concept word, anatomy supplementary concept word]
	50,751

	4
	infection*.mp.
	2,468,927

	5
	OR/1-3
	303,544

	6
	4 and 5
	45,952

	7
	Randomized Controlled Trial/or "randomized controlled trial (topic)"/or Randomization/or Controlled clinical trial/or "controlled clinical trial (topic)"/or control group/or controlled study/or clinical trial/or "clinical trial (topic)"/or phase 1 clinical trial/or phase 2 clinical trial/or phase 3 clinical trial/or phase 4 clinical trial/or Crossover Procedure/or Double Blind Procedure/or Single Blind Procedure/or triple blind procedure/or placebo/or placebo eGect/or (random$ or RCT or RCTs).tw. or (controlled adj5 (trial$ or stud$)).tw. or (clinical$ adj5 trial$).tw. or ((control or treatment or experiment$ or intervention) adj5 (group$ or subject$ or patient$)).tw. or (quasi-random$ or quasi random$ or pseudo-random$ or pseudo random$).tw. or ((control or experiment$ or conservative) adj5 (treatment or therapy or procedure or manage$)).tw. or ((singl$ or doubl$ or tripl$ or trebl$) adj5 (blind$ or mask$)).tw. or (cross-over or cross over or crossover).tw. or (placebo$ or sham).tw. or trial.ti. or (assign$ or allocat$).tw. or controls.tw.
	5,214,802

	8
	6 and 7
	9,472

	9
	8 not (animal/not (animal/and human/))
	9,127

	10
	intensive care.mp. or exp Critical Care/
	279,780

	11
	9 and 10
	1,621



