
[bookmark: _Toc323987829][bookmark: _Toc324606136]Additional file 1: Electronic search strategy

[bookmark: _Toc354739269][bookmark: _Toc385693634][bookmark: _Toc385698095]1) MEDLINE Search
1. alzheimer*.ti. or exp *alzheimer disease/
2. Parkinson*.ti. or exp *Parkinson disease/
3. 1 or 2
4. Neuroprot*.tw. 
5. Disease modif*.tw. 
6. Exp Neuroprotective agents/
7. 4 or 5 or 6
8. 3 and 7
9. randomized controlled trial.pt.
10. controlled clinical trial.pt.
11. randomized.ab.
12. placebo.ab.
13. drug therapy.fs.
14. randomly.ab.
15. trial.ab.
16. groups.ab.
17. 9 or 10 or 11 or 12 or 13 or 14 or 15 or 16
18. exp animals/ not humans/
19. 17 not 18
20. 8 and 19
21. Limit 20 to yr=“1980-Current”

[Includes the sensitivity-maximizing version of the Cochrane highly sensitive search strategy for identifying randomised trials in MEDLINE (2008 version) [1]]

Total retrieved = 2544
















[bookmark: _Toc354739270][bookmark: _Toc385693635][bookmark: _Toc385698096]2) Embase search

1. alzheimer*.ti. or exp *alzheimer disease/
2. Parkinson*.ti. or exp *Parkinson disease/
3. 1 or 2
4. Neuroprot*.tw. 
5. Disease modif*.tw. 
6. Exp Neuroprotective agents/
7. 4 or 5 or 6
8. 3 and 7
9. random*.tw.
10. factorial*.tw.
11. (crossover* or cross-over*).tw.
12. placebo*.tw.
13. (doubl* adj blind*).tw.
14. (singl* adj blind*).tw.
15. assign*.tw.
16. allocat*.tw.
17. volunteer*.tw.
18. Crossover Procedure/
19. Double-blind Procedure/
20. Randomized Controlled Trial/
21. Single-blind Procedure/
22. 9 or 10 or 11 or 12 or 13 or 14 or 15 or 16 or 17 or 18 or 19 or 20 or 21
23. Exp animal/ not human/
24. 22 not 23
25. 8 and 24
26. limit 25 to yr=“1980-Current”

[bookmark: _GoBack][Includes search terms used by the UK Cochrane Centre for searching EMBASE for randomised controlled trials [2]]

Total retrieved = 427












[bookmark: _Toc354739271][bookmark: _Toc385693636][bookmark: _Toc385698097]3) CENTRAL search
1. alzheimer*.ti. or exp *alzheimer disease/
2. Parkinson*.ti. or exp *Parkinson disease/
3. 1 or 2
4. Neuroprot*.tw. 
5. Disease modif*.tw. 
6. Exp Neuroprotective agents/
7. 4 or 5 or 6
8. 3 and 7

Total retrieved = 249




[bookmark: _Toc385693637][bookmark: _Toc385698098]4) Clinicaltrials.gov search 
[bookmark: _Toc385693638][bookmark: _Toc385698099]   a) Parkinson’s disease
Search terms:	Neuroprotection or Neuroprotective or disease-modifying
Conditions:		Parkinson’s disease

Total retrieved = 85

[bookmark: _Toc385693639][bookmark: _Toc385698100]   b) Alzheimer’s disease
Search terms:	Neuroprotection or Neuroprotective or disease-modifying
Conditions:		Alzheimer’s disease

Total retrieved = 64
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