Supplement 3
The diagnosis of aspiration

	Signs/Symptoms

	For any patient, at least 1 of the following: 
a. During the implementation of enteral nutrition, there were obvious choking, wheezing, accelerated respiratory or heart rate, residual enteral nutrient solution in mouth and nose, and nutrient solution residue in sputum after sputum aspiration.
b. The respiratory secretions from subglottic aspiration were detected with pH paper three times a day. When the pH value was less than 7, aspiration was considered.
c. [bookmark: _GoBack]Fiberoptic bronchoscopy revealed gastric contents in the respiratory tract.


Aspiration was defined as the entry of gastric or oropharyngeal fluids into the lower airways, which may contain bacteria and/or be of low pH, or exogenous substances (eg, ingested food particles or liquids, fresh water, etc.) . 
