Appendix A: included autoimmune neurological conditions  
Myasthenia Gravis, Guillain-Barre Syndrome / Acute inflammatory demyelinating polyradiculoneuropathy (AIDP), Miller Fisher Syndrome, Chronic Acquired Demyelinating Polyneuropathies (CADP), Chronic Inflammatory Demyelinating Polyradiculoneuropathy/Polyneuropathy (CIDP), Demyelinating encephalopathy / demyelinating neuropathy, Stiff-Person Syndrome / Moersch Woltmann, Polyradiculoneuropathy, Polyneuropathy / polyneuritis, Sensory Neuropathy, Peripheral Neuropathy, Motor Neuropathy, Sensorimotor Neuropathy, Lambert-Eaton Myasthenic Syndrome (LEMS), Paraneoplastic Neurologic Syndromes (PNS) / Paraneoplastic Neuropathy – (including paraneoplastic cerebellar degeneration, paraneoplastic encephalitis, limbic encephalitis, opsoclonus myoclonus, paraneoplastic opsoclonus), Autoimmune Encephalitis, Autoimmune Thyroiditis, Anti NMDA Receptor Encephalitis / Anti-N-Methyl-D-Aspartate Receptor (NMDAR) Encephalitis, Multifocal motor neuropathy (MMN), Multifocal acquired demyelinating sensory and motor neuropathy (MADSAM), Neuropathy associated with monoclonal IgM antibodies to myelin-associated glycoprotein/ Myelin-Associated Glycoprotein (MAG) neuropathy and Hashimoto’s encephalopathy (HE) – aka steroid-responsive encephalopathy associated with autoimmune thyroiditis (SREAT)  
  
Appendix B: search strategies 
i) SEARCH STRATEGIES – RCTS AND SYSTEMATIC REVIEWS
MEDLINE
1.	exp Myasthenia Gravis/
2.	exp Guillain-Barre Syndrome/
3.	Stiff-Person Syndrome/
4.	exp Polyradiculoneuropathy/
5.	Polyneuropathies/
6.	exp Paraneoplastic Syndromes, Nervous System/
7.	Anti-N-Methyl-D-Aspartate Receptor Encephalitis/ or Receptors, N-Methyl-D-Aspartate/ai [Antagonists & Inhibitors]
8.	(Peripheral Nervous System Diseases/ or Nervous System Diseases/) and Myelin-Associated Glycoprotein/
9.	Hashimoto Disease/
10.          Thyroiditis, Autoimmune/
11.	(myasthenia gravis or musk mg or myasthenic syndrome* or eaton-lambert or lambert-eaton or LEMS or myasthenic myopathic or polyradiculopath* or polyradiculoneuropath* or polyneuritis or Guillain* Barre* or miller fisher* or fisher syndome or autoimmune demyelinating or polyradiculoneurit*).tw,kf.
12.	(moersch woltmann* or stiffman syndrome* or stiff man syndrome* or stiffperson syndrome* or stiff person syndrome* or stifftrunk syndrome* or stiff trunk syndrome* or cauda equina syndrome*).tw,kf.
13.	(paraneoplastic autonomic dysfunction* or paraneoplastic encephalomyelit* or nervous system paraneoplastic syndrome* or paraneoplastic neurologic syndrome* or acute autoimmune neuropath* or acute infectious polyneuritis or acute inflammatory demyelinating polyneuropath* or acute inflammatory demyelinating polyradiculoneuropath* or acute inflammatory polyneuropath* or acute inflammatory polyradiculoneuropath* or acute inflammatory demyelinating polyradiculoneuropath* or acute infectious polyneuritis).tw,kf.
14.	(paraneoplastic cerebellar degeneration or (nervous system* adj3 paraneoplastic syndrome*) or paraneoplastic neuropath* or paraneoplastic polyneuropath* or paraneoplastic neurologic* syndrome* or limbic encephalit* or opsoclonus myoclonus).tw,kf.
15.          (paraneoplastic adj3 (encephalomyelitis or opsoclonus)).tw,kf.
16.	((sensory or sensorimotor or demyelinating or multifocal* or motor* or peripheral*) adj5 (neuropath* or polyneuropath* or neuronpath* or polyneuronopath* or nerve disorder*)).tw,kf.
17.	(autoimmune encephalitis or "anti n methyl d aspartate receptor encephalitis" or "anti-NMDA receptor encephalitis" or "anti-NMDAR encephalitis").tw,kf.
18.	(radiculoneuropath* or chronic inflammatory demyelinat* polyneuropath* or chronic inflammatory demyelinat* polyradiculoneuropath*).tw,kf.
19.	(MADSAM or MMN or AIDP or CIDP or CADP).tw,kf.
20.	((neuropath* or polyneuropath*) adj10 (monoclonal IgM antibod* or IgM monoclonal antibod* or monoclonal IgM gammopath* or myelin-associated glycoprotein or myelin-associated protein or monoclonal immunoglobulin M antibod* or monoclonal immunglobulin M gammopath* or anti-myelin-associated glycoprotein or anti-MAG or antibody positive IgM monoclonal gammopath* or antibody positive Immunglobulin M monoclonal gammopath*)).tw,kf.
21.	((autoimmune thyroid* and encephalopath*) or AIT or lymphocytic thyroidit* or lymphomatous thyroidit* or hashimoto* disease or hashimoto* struma or hashimoto* syndrome* or hashimoto* thyroidit* or hashimoto* encephalopath* or SREAT).tw,kf.
22.	(transverse myelit* or demyelinative myelit* or necrotizing myelit* or paraneoplastic myelit* or postinfectious myelit* or postvaccinal myelit* or transverse myelopathy syndrome*).tw,kf.
23.          (neuropath* or polyneuropath* or polyradiculoneuropath*).ti,kf.
24.	1 or 2 or 3 or 4 or 5 or 6 or 7 or 8 or 9 or 10 or 11 or 12 or 13 or 14 or 15 or 16 or 17 or 18 or 19 or 20 or 21 or 22 or 23
25.          Immunoglobulins, Intravenous/
26.          ((intravenous* or IV) adj3 (IG or IgG or "Ig G")).mp.
27.	(allerglobulin* or alphaglobin* or baygam* or beriglobin* or biggam or biogam or carimune or "citax f" or clairyg or cutaquig or cuvitru or "c 425" or c425 or cytotect or gamimune* or "gamma g" or "gammar IV" or gammonativ* or endobulin* or flebogamma* or galphaamafine* or gamastan or gamimune or gamimmune or "gamma 16" or gamma globulin* or gammaglobulin* or gamma immunoglobulin* or gammabulin or gammagard or gammagee or gammagen or gammaplex or gammar* or gamunex* or gammimune or gamulin* or globuman or globulin-n or glovenin or "globuman berna" or hizentra or "human globulin immune serum" or "IV IG" or "IV IGG" or Igam or immune globin* or immune globulin* or immune serum globulin* or immuno gamma globulin* or immuno globulin* or immunogammaglobulin* or immunoglobin* or immunoglobulin* or intraglobin* or isiven* or iveegam* or ivega* or IVIG* or "humanized igg1 anti-cd4 monoclonal antibody" or hyqvia or "IG gamma" or intragam* or iqymune* or "IV globulin-S" or kiovig or norga* or octagam or pentaglobin* or panzyga* or polygam* or polyglobin* or privigen* or psomaglobin* or panglobulin* or sandoglobin* or sandoglobulin* or subcuvia* or tegelin* or tegeline* or veinoglobulin* or venimmune or venoglobulin* or venogamma* or vigam* or vivaglobin* or winrho*).tw,kf.
28.         25 or 26 or 27
29.         Plasma Exchange/
30.         Plasmapheresis/
31.	(plasma* exchange* or exchange* plasma* or plasmapheres* or plasma* apheres* or plasma adsorption* or (immunoadsorption* adj5 plasma*) or TPE or DFPP or IAPP or PLEX or PEX).tw,kf.
32.         29 or 30 or 31
33.         24 and 28 and 32
34.         Meta-Analysis/ or Network Meta-Analysis/
35.         Systematic Review.pt.
36.         "Systematic Reviews as Topic"/ or "Meta-Analysis as Topic"/
37.         ((meta analy* or metaanaly*) and (trials or studies)).ab.
38.         (meta analy* or metaanaly* or evidence-based).ti.
39.         ((systematic* or evidence-based) adj2 (review* or overview*)).tw,kf.
40.	(evidence synthes* or cochrane or medline or pubmed or embase or cinahl or cinhal or lilacs or "web of science" or science citation index or scopus or search terms or literature search or electronic search* or comprehensive search* or systematic search* or published articles or search strateg* or reference list* or bibliograph* or handsearch* or hand search* or manual* search*).ab.
41.         Cochrane Database of systematic reviews.jn.
42.         ((additional adj (papers or articles or sources)) or (relevant adj (journals or articles))).ab.
43.         ((electronic* or online) adj (sources or resources or databases)).ab.
44.         network meta-analys*.tw,kf.
45.         or/34-44
46.         Review.pt.
47.         Randomized Controlled Trials as Topic/
48.         selection criteria.ab. or critical appraisal.ti.
49.         (data adj (abstraction or extraction or analys*)).ab.
50.         exp Randomized Controlled Trial/
51.         or/47-50
52.         46 and 51
53.         45 or 52
54.         (Controlled Clinical Trial or Clinical Trial Protocol).pt.
55.         exp Randomized Controlled Trial/
56.         (randomi* or randomly or placebo or groups).tw,kf.
57.         trial.ti,kf.
58.         exp Clinical Trials as Topic/
59.	Clinical Trial, Phase III/ or Clinical Trial, Phase IV/ or ("phase 3" or "phase3" or "phase III" or P3 or "PIII" or "phase 4" or "phase iv").tw,kf.
60.         or/54-59
61.         53 or 60
62.         (exp Animals/ or exp Animal Experimentation/ or exp Models, Animal/) not Humans/
63.         Editorial.pt.
64.         62 or 63
65.         61 not 64
66.         33 and 65
 
Embase
1.	exp Polyneuropathy/
2.	Sensory Neuropathy/
3.	Peripheral Neuropathy/
4.	Motor Neuropathy/
5.	Demyelinating Neuropathy/
6.	Sensorimotor Neuropathy/
7.	exp Guillain-Barre Syndrome/
8.	exp Polyradiculoneuropathy/
9.	Myasthenia Gravis/
10.         Eaton Lambert Syndrome/
11.         Stiff Man Syndrome/
12.         Paraneoplastic Neuropathy/
13.         Autoimmune Encephalitis/ or Anti NMDA Receptor Encephalitis/ or Anti-N-Methyl-D-Aspartate Receptor Encephalitis/
14.          exp Chronic Inflammatory Demyelinating Polyneuropathy/
15.          "Myelin Associated Glycoprotein"/ or "Myelin Associated Glycoprotein Antibody"/
16.          Hashimoto Encephalopathy/
17.          exp Transverse Myelitis/
18.          (myasthenia gravis or musk mg or myasthenic syndrome* or eaton-lambert or lambert-eaton or LEMS or myasthenic myopathic or polyradiculopath* or polyradiculoneuropath* or polyneuritis or Guillain* Barre* or miller fisher* or fisher syndrome or autoimmune demyelinating or polyradiculoneurit*).tw,kf.
19.          ((sensory or sensorimotor or demyelinating or multifocal* or motor* or peripheral*) adj5 (neuropath* or polyneuropath* or neuronpath* or polyneuronopath* or nerve disorder*)).tw,kf.
20.          (moersch woltmann* or stiffman syndrome* or stiff man syndrome* or stiffperson syndrome* or stiff person syndrome* or stifftrunk syndrome* or stiff trunk syndrome* or cauda equina syndrome*).tw,kf.
21.          (paraneoplastic autonomic dysfunction* or paraneoplastic encephalomyelit* or nervous system paraneoplastic syndrome* or paraneoplastic neurologic syndrome* or acute autoimmune neuropath* or acute infectious polyneuritis or acute inflammatory demyelinating polyneuropath* or acute inflammatory demyelinating polyradiculoneuropath* or acute inflammatory polyneuropath* or acute inflammatory polyradiculoneuropath* or acute inflammatory demyelinating polyradiculoneuropath* or acute infectious polyneuritis).tw,kf.
22.          (paraneoplastic cerebellar degeneration or (nervous system* adj3 paraneoplastic syndrome*) or paraneoplastic neuropath* or paraneoplastic polyneuropath* or paraneoplastic neurologic* syndrome* or limbic encephalit* or opsoclonus myoclonus).tw,kf.
23.          (paraneoplastic adj3 (encephalomyelitis or opsoclonus)).tw,kf.
24.          (autoimmune encephalitis or "anti n methyl d aspartate receptor encephalitis" or "anti-NMDA receptor encephalitis" or "anti-NMDAR encephalitis").tw,kf.
25.          (radiculoneuropath* or chronic inflammatory demyelinat* polyneuropath* or chronic inflammatory demyelinat* polyradiculoneuropath*).tw,kf.
26.          (MADSAM or MMN or AIPD or CIPD or CADP).tw,kf.
27.          ((neuropath* or polyneuropath*) adj10 (monoclonal IgM antibod* or IgM monoclonal antibod* or monoclonal IgM gammopath* or myelin-associated glycoprotein or myelin-associated protein or monoclonal immunoglobulin M antibod* or monoclonal immunglobulin M gammopath* or anti-myelin-associated glycoprotein or anti-MAG or antibody positive IgM monoclonal gammopath* or antibody positive Immunglobulin M monoclonal gammopath*)).tw,kf.
28.          ((autoimmune thyroid* and encephalopath*) or AIT or lymphocytic thyroidit* or lymphomatous thyroidit* or hashimoto* disease or hashimoto* struma or hashimoto* syndrome* or hashimoto* thyroidit* or hashimoto* encephalopath* or SREAT).tw,kf.
29.          (transverse myelit* or demyelinative myelit* or necrotizing myelit* or paraneoplastic myelit* or postinfectious myelit* or postvaccinal myelit* or transverse myelopathy syndrome*).tw,kf.
30.          (neuropath* or polyneuropath* or polyradiculoneuropath*).ti,kf.
31.          1 or 2 or 3 or 4 or 5 or 6 or 7 or 8 or 9 or 10 or 11 or 12 or 13 or 14 or 15 or 16 or 17 or 18 or 19 or 20 or 21 or 22 or 23 or 24 or 25 or 26 or 27 or 28 or 29 or 30
32.          Immunoglobulin/
33.          Immunoglobulin G/
34.          "Human Immunoglobulin"/
35.          (allerglobulin* or alphaglobin* or baygam* or beriglobin* or biggam or biogam or carimune or "citax f" or clairyg or cutaquig or cuvitru or "c 425" or c425 or cytotect or gamimune* or "gamma g" or "gammar IV" or gammonativ* or endobulin* or flebogamma* or galphaamafine* or gamastan or gamimune or gamimmune or "gamma 16" or gamma globulin* or gammaglobulin* or gamma immunoglobulin* or gammabulin or gammagard or gammagee or gammagen or gammaplex or gammar* or gamunex* or gammimune or gamulin* or globuman or globulin-n or glovenin or "globuman berna" or hizentra or "human globulin immune serum" or "IV IG" or "IV IGG" or Igam or immune globin* or immune globulin* or immune serum globulin* or immuno gamma globulin* or immuno globulin* or immunogammaglobulin* or immunoglobin* or immunoglobulin* or intraglobin* or isiven* or iveegam* or ivega* or IVIG* or "humanized igg1 anti-cd4 monoclonal antibody" or hyqvia or "IG gamma" or intragam* or iqymune* or "IV globulin-S" or kiovig or norga* or octagam or pentaglobin* or panzyga* or polygam* or polyglobin* or privigen* or psomaglobin* or panglobulin* or sandoglobin* or sandoglobulin* or subcuvia* or tegelin* or tegeline* or veinoglobulin* or venimmune or venoglobulin* or venogamma* or vigam* or vivaglobin* or winrho*).tw,kf.
36.          ((intravenous* or IV) adj3 (IG or IgG or "Ig G")).mp.
37.          32 or 33 or 34 or 35 or 36
38.          Plasma Exchange/
39.          Plasmapheresis/
40.          (plasma* exchange* or exchange* plasma* or plasmapheres* or plasma* apheres* or plasma adsorption* or (immunoadsorption* adj5 plasma*) or TPE or DFPP or IAPP or PEX or PLEX).tw,kf.
41.          38 or 39 or 40
42.          31 and 37 and 41
43.          Systematic Review/ or Meta Analysis/
44.          (meta analy* or metaanaly*).ti,kf.
45.          ((meta analy* or metaanaly*) and (trials or studies)).ab.
46.          ((systematic* or evidence-based) adj2 (review* or overview*)).tw,kf.
47.          (evidence synthes* or cochrane or medline or pubmed or embase or cinahl or cinhal or lilacs or "web of science" or google scholar or google database or science citation index or scopus or search terms or literature search or electronic search* or comprehensive search* or systematic search* or published articles or search strateg* or reference list* or bibliograph* or handsearch* or hand search* or manual* search*).ab.
48.          ((electronic* or online) adj (sources or resources or databases)).ab.
49.          ((additional adj (papers or articles or sources)) or (relevant adj (journals or articles))).ab.
50.          exp "Controlled Clinical Trial (Topic)"/
51.          Review.pt. and (data extraction or selection criteria).ab.
52.          or/43-51
53.          Editorial.pt.
54.          52 not 53
55.          crossover-procedure/ or double-blind procedure/ or randomized controlled trial/ or single-blind procedure/
56.          (random* or factorial* or crossover* or cross over* or cross-over* or placebo* or doubl* blind* or singl* blind* or assign* or allocat* or volunteer*).mp.
57.          54 or 55 or 56
58.          (exp animal/ or nonhuman/) not exp human/
59.          57 not 58
60.          42 and 59
 
PubMed
#1	((intravenous* OR IV) AND (IG OR IgG OR "Ig G" OR antibod* OR immunoglobulin* OR "immune globulin" OR "immune globulins" OR "immune globin" OR "immune globins" OR "immune serum globulin" OR "immune serum globulins" OR "immuno gamma globulin" OR "immuno gamma globulins" OR "immuno globulin" OR "immuno globulins" OR immunogammaglobulin* OR immunoglobin* OR gammaglobulin*))
#2	(IVIG* OR "IV IG" OR "IV IGG" OR "IV globulin-S" OR gammabulin* OR gammagard* OR gammagee* OR gammagen* OR gammaplex* OR gammar* OR gamunex* OR gammimune* OR gamulin* OR globuman OR globulin-n OR glovenin OR "globuman berna" OR hizentra* OR "human globulin immune serum" OR kiovig* OR norga* OR octagam OR pentaglobin* OR panzyga* OR polygam* OR polyglobin* OR privigen* OR psomaglobin* OR panglobulin* OR sandoglobin* OR sandoglobulin* OR subcuvia* OR tegelin* OR tegeline* OR veinoglobulin* OR venimmune OR venoglobulin* OR venogamma* OR vigam* OR vivaglobin* OR winrho*)
#3	#1 OR #2
#4	("plasma exchange" OR "exchange plasma" OR plasmapheres* OR "plasma apheresis" OR "plasma aphereses" OR "plasma adsorption" OR immunoadsorption OR TPE OR DFPP OR PEX OR PLEX)
#5	(random*[TIAB] OR blind*[TIAB] OR "control group"[TIAB] OR placebo*[TIAB] OR "controlled trial"[TIAB] OR "controlled trials"[TIAB] OR "controlled clinical trial"[TIAB] OR "controlled study"[TIAB] OR "controlled studies"[TIAB] OR groups[TIAB] OR trial*[TI] OR "systematic review"[TIAB] OR "systematic overview" [TIAB] OR "meta-analysis" OR metaanalysis[TIAB] OR "evidence synthesis"[TIAB] OR "literature search"[TIAB] OR medline[TIAB] OR pubmed[TIAB] OR cochrane[TIAB] OR embase[TIAB]) NOT medline[sb]
#6	#3 AND #4 AND #5
 
CENTRAL (The Cochrane Library)
#1	MeSH descriptor: [Myasthenia Gravis] explode all trees
#2	MeSH descriptor: [Guillain-Barre Syndrome] explode all trees
#3	MeSH descriptor: [Stiff-Person Syndrome] this term only
#4	MeSH descriptor: [Polyradiculoneuropathy] explode all trees
#5	MeSH descriptor: [Polyneuropathies] this term only
#6	MeSH descriptor: [Paraneoplastic Syndromes, Nervous System] explode all trees
#7	MeSH descriptor: [Anti-N-Methyl-D-Aspartate Receptor Encephalitis] this term only
#8	MeSH descriptor: [Myelin-Associated Glycoprotein] this term only
#9	MeSH descriptor: [Hashimoto Disease] this term only
#10         MeSH descriptor: [Thyroiditis, Autoimmune] this term only
#11         MeSH descriptor: [Myelitis, Transverse] this term only
#12	"myasthenia gravis" or "musk mg" or myasthenic syndrome* or eaton-lambert or lambert-eaton or LEMS or "myasthenic myopathic" or polyradiculopath* or polyradiculoneuropath* or polyneuritis or Guillain* Barre* or miller fisher* or "fisher syndrome" or "autoimmune demyelinating" or polyradiculoneurit*
#13	((sensory or sensorimotor or demyelinating or multifocal* or motor* or peripheral*) near/5 (neuropath* or polyneuropath* or neuronpath* or polyneuronopath* or "nerve disorder" or "nerve disorders"))
#14	moersch woltmann* or stiffman syndrome* or stiff man syndrome* or stiffperson syndrome* or stiff person syndrome* or stifftrunk syndrome* or stiff trunk syndrome* or cauda equina syndrome*
#15	(paraneoplastic autonomic dysfunction* or paraneoplastic encephalomyelit* or nervous system paraneoplastic syndrome* or paraneoplastic neurologic syndrome* or acute autoimmune neuropath* or acute infectious polyneuritis or acute inflammatory demyelinating polyneuropath* or acute inflammatory demyelinating polyradiculoneuropath* or acute inflammatory polyneuropath* or acute inflammatory polyradiculoneuropath* or acute inflammatory demyelinating polyradiculoneuropath* or acute infectious polyneuritis)
#16	paraneoplastic cerebellar degeneration or (nervous system near/2 paraneoplastic syndrome*) or paraneoplastic neuropath* or paraneoplastic polyneuropath* or paraneoplastic neurologic* syndrome* or limbic encephalit* or opsoclonus myoclonus
#17         (paraneoplastic near/3 (encephalomyelitis or opsoclonus))
#18	"autoimmune encephalitis" or "anti n methyl d aspartate receptor encephalitis" or "anti-NMDA receptor encephalitis" or "anti-NMDAR encephalitis"
#19	radiculoneuropath* or chronic inflammatory demyelinat* polyneuropath* or chronic inflammatory demyelinat* polyradiculoneuropath*
#20	(MADSAM or MMN or AIDP or CIDP or CADP)
#21	((neuropath* or polyneuropath*) near/10 ("monoclonal IgM antibody" or "IgM monoclonal antibody" or "monoclonal IgM gammopathy" or "myelin-associated glycoprotein" or "myelin-associated protein" or "monoclonal immunoglobulin M antibody" or "monoclonal immunglobulin M gammopathy" or "anti-myelin-associated glycoprotein" or anti-MAG* or "antibody positive IgM monoclonal gammopathy" or "antibody positive Immunglobulin M monoclonal gammopathy" or "monoclonal IgM antibodies" or "IgM monoclonal antibodies" or "monoclonal IgM gammopathies" or "myelin-associated glycoproteins" or "myelin-associated proteins" or "monoclonal immunoglobulin M antibodies" or "monoclonal immunglobulin M gammopathies" or "anti-myelin-associated glycoproteins" or "antibody positive IgM monoclonal gammopathies" or "antibody positive Immunglobulin M monoclonal gammopathies"))
#22	(autoimmune thyroid* and encephalopath*) or AIT or lymphocytic thyroidit* or lymphomatous thyroidit* or hashimoto* disease or hashimoto* struma or hashimoto* syndrome* or hashimoto* thyroidit* or hashimoto* encephalopath* or SREAT
#23	transverse myelit* or demyelinative myelit* or necrotizing myelit* or paraneoplastic myelit* or postinfectious myelit* or postvaccinal myelit* or "transverse myelopathy syndrome"
#24         (neuropath* or polyneuropath* or polyradiculoneuropath*):ti
#25	#1 or #2 or #3 or #4 or #5 or #6 or #7 or #8 or #9 or #10 or #11 or #12 or #13 or #14 or #15 or #16 or #17 or #18 or #19 or #20 or #21 or #22 or #23 or #24
#26         MeSH descriptor: [Immunoglobulins, Intravenous] this term only
#27         ((intravenous* or IV) near/3 (IG or IgG or "Ig G"))
#28	allerglobulin* or alphaglobin* or baygam* or beriglobin* or biggam or biogam or carimune or "citax f" or clairyg or cutaquig or cuvitru or "c 425" or c425 or cytotect or gamimune* or "gamma g" or "gammar IV" or gammonativ* or endobulin* or flebogamma* or galphaamafine* or gamastan or gamimune or gamimmune or "gamma 16" or gamma globulin* or gammaglobulin* or gamma immunoglobulin* or gammabulin or gammagard or gammagee or gammagen or gammaplex or gammar* or gamunex* or gammimune or gamulin* or globuman or globulin-n or glovenin or "globuman berna" or hizentra or "human globulin immune serum" or "humanized igg1 anti-cd4 monoclonal antibody" or hyqvia or IVIG* or "IV IG" or "IV IGG" or Igam or immune globin* or immune globulin* or immune serum globulin* or immuno gamma globulin* or immuno globulin* or immunogammaglobulin* or immunoglobin* or immunoglobulin* or intraglobin* or isiven* or iveegam* or ivega* or "IG gamma" or intragam* or iqymune* or "IV globulin-S" or kiovig or norga* or octagam or pentaglobin* or panzyga* or polygam* or polyglobin* or privigen* or psomaglobin* or panglobulin* or sandoglobin* or sandoglobulin* or subcuvia* or tegelin* or tegeline* or veinoglobulin* or venimmune or venoglobulin* or venogamma* or vigam* or vivaglobin* or winrho*
#29         #26 or #27 or #28
#30         MeSH descriptor: [Plasma Exchange] this term only
#31         MeSH descriptor: [Plasmapheresis] this term only
#32	(plasma* exchang* or exchang* plasma* or plasmapheres* or plasma apheres* or plasma adsorption* or (immunoadsorption* near/5 plasma*) or TPE or DFPP or IAPP OR PEX OR PLEX)
#33         #30 or #31 or #32
#34         #25 and #29 and #33
 
Transfusion Evidence Library
Clinical Specialty: Neurological Disorders
AND
 (plasma exchange AND immunoglobulin) OR (plasma exchange AND immune globulin) OR (plasma exchange AND IVIG) OR (plasmapheresis AND immunoglobulin) OR (plasmapheresis AND immune globulin) OR (plasmapheresis AND IVIG)
 
ClinicalTrials.gov
Other Terms (with synonyms): (plasma exchange OR exchange plasma OR plasmapheresis OR plasma adsorption OR PEX OR PLEX OR immunoadsorption) AND (immunoglobulin OR immune globulin OR IVIG) 
 
WHO ICTRP
Basic Search (with synonyms): (plasma exchange OR exchange plasma OR plasmapheresis OR PEX OR PLEX OR immunoadsorption OR plasma adsorption) AND (immunoglobulin OR immune globulin OR IVIG) 
 
ii) SEARCH STRATEGIES – ECONOMIC EVALUATIONS
MEDLINE
1.	exp Myasthenia Gravis/
2.	exp Guillain-Barre Syndrome/
3.	Stiff-Person Syndrome/
4.	exp Polyradiculoneuropathy/
5.	Polyneuropathies/
6.	exp Paraneoplastic Syndromes, Nervous System/
7.	Anti-N-Methyl-D-Aspartate Receptor Encephalitis/ or Receptors, N-Methyl-D-Aspartate/ai 
8.	(Peripheral Nervous System Diseases/ or Nervous System Diseases/) and Myelin-Associated Glycoprotein/
9.	Hashimoto Disease/
10.          Thyroiditis, Autoimmune/
11.	(myasthenia gravis or musk mg or myasthenic syndrome* or eaton-lambert or lambert-eaton or LEMS or myasthenic myopathic or polyradiculopath* or polyradiculoneuropath* or polyneuritis or Guillain* Barre* or miller fisher* or fisher syndrome or autoimmune demyelinating or polyradiculoneurit*).tw,kf.
12.	(moersch woltmann* or stiffman syndrome* or stiff man syndrome* or stiffperson syndrome* or stiff person syndrome* or stifftrunk syndrome* or stiff trunk syndrome* or cauda equina syndrome*).tw,kf.
13.	(paraneoplastic autonomic dysfunction* or paraneoplastic encephalomyelit* or nervous system paraneoplastic syndrome* or paraneoplastic neurologic syndrome* or acute autoimmune neuropath* or acute infectious polyneuritis or acute inflammatory demyelinating polyneuropath* or acute inflammatory demyelinating polyradiculoneuropath* or acute inflammatory polyneuropath* or acute inflammatory polyradiculoneuropath* or acute inflammatory demyelinating polyradiculoneuropath* or acute infectious polyneuritis).tw,kf.
14.	(paraneoplastic cerebellar degeneration or (nervous system* adj3 paraneoplastic syndrome*) or paraneoplastic neuropath* or paraneoplastic polyneuropath* or paraneoplastic neurologic* syndrome* or limbic encephalit* or opsoclonus myoclonus).tw,kf.
15.          (paraneoplastic adj3 (encephalomyelitis or opsoclonus)).tw,kf.
16.	((sensory or sensorimotor or demyelinating or multifocal* or motor* or peripheral*) adj5 (neuropath* or polyneuropath* or neuronpath* or polyneuronopath* or nerve disorder*)).tw,kf.
17.	(autoimmune encephalitis or "anti n methyl d aspartate receptor encephalitis" or "anti-NMDA receptor encephalitis" or "anti-NMDAR encephalitis").tw,kf.
18.	(radiculoneuropath* or chronic inflammatory demyelinat* polyneuropath* or chronic inflammatory demyelinat* polyradiculoneuropath*).tw,kf.
19.          (MADSAM or MMN or AIDP or CIDP or CADP).tw,kf.
20.	((neuropath* or polyneuropath*) adj10 (monoclonal IgM antibod* or IgM monoclonal antibod* or monoclonal IgM gammopath* or myelin-associated glycoprotein or myelin-associated protein or monoclonal immunoglobulin M antibod* or monoclonal immunglobulin M gammopath* or anti-myelin-associated glycoprotein or anti-MAG or antibody positive IgM monoclonal gammopath* or antibody positive Immunglobulin M monoclonal gammopath*)).tw,kf.
21.	((autoimmune thyroid* and encephalopath*) or AIT or lymphocytic thyroidit* or lymphomatous thyroidit* or hashimoto* disease or hashimoto* struma or hashimoto* syndrome* or hashimoto* thyroidit* or hashimoto* encephalopath* or SREAT).tw,kf.
22.	(transverse myelit* or demyelinative myelit* or necrotizing myelit* or paraneoplastic myelit* or postinfectious myelit* or postvaccinal myelit* or transverse myelopathy syndrome*).tw,kf.
23.          (neuropath* or polyneuropath* or polyradiculoneuropath*).ti,kf.
24.	1 or 2 or 3 or 4 or 5 or 6 or 7 or 8 or 9 or 10 or 11 or 12 or 13 or 14 or 15 or 16 or 17 or 18 or 19 or 20 or 21 or 22 or 23
25.          Immunoglobulins, Intravenous/
26.          ((intravenous* or IV) adj3 (IG or IgG or "Ig G")).mp.
27.	(allerglobulin* or alphaglobin* or baygam* or beriglobin* or biggam or biogam or carimune or "citax f" or clairyg or cutaquig or cuvitru or "c 425" or c425 or cytotect or gamimune* or "gamma g" or "gammar IV" or gammonativ* or endobulin* or flebogamma* or galphaamafine* or gamastan or gamimune or gamimmune or "gamma 16" or gamma globulin* or gammaglobulin* or gamma immunoglobulin* or gammabulin or gammagard or gammagee or gammagen or gammaplex or gammar* or gamunex* or gammimune or gamulin* or globuman or globulin-n or glovenin or "globuman berna" or hizentra or "human globulin immune serum" or "IV IG" or "IV IGG" or Igam or immune globin* or immune globulin* or immune serum globulin* or immuno gamma globulin* or immuno globulin* or immunogammaglobulin* or immunoglobin* or immunoglobulin* or intraglobin* or isiven* or iveegam* or ivega* or IVIG* or "humanized igg1 anti-cd4 monoclonal antibody" or hyqvia or "IG gamma" or intragam* or iqymune* or "IV globulin-S" or kiovig or norga* or octagam or pentaglobin* or panzyga* or polygam* or polyglobin* or privigen* or psomaglobin* or panglobulin* or sandoglobin* or sandoglobulin* or subcuvia* or tegelin* or tegeline* or veinoglobulin* or venimmune or venoglobulin* or venogamma* or vigam* or vivaglobin* or winrho*).tw,kf.
28.          25 or 26 or 27
29.          Plasma Exchange/
30.          Plasmapheresis/
31.	(plasma* exchange* or exchange* plasma* or plasmapheres* or plasma* apheres* or plasma adsorption* or (immunoadsorption* adj5 plasma*) or TPE or DFPP or IAPP or PLEX or PEX).tw,kf.
32.          29 or 30 or 31
33.          24 and 28 and 32
34	Economics/	
35	"Value of Life"/
36	exp "Costs and Cost Analysis"/	
37	exp Economics, Hospital/
38	exp Economics, Medical/	
39	Economics, Nursing/	
40	Economics, Pharmaceutical/	
41	exp "Fees and Charges"/	
42	exp Budgets/
43	budget*.ti,ab.	
44	cost*.ti.	
45	(economic* or pharmaco?economic*).ti.
46	(price* or pricing*).ti,ab.
47	(cost* adj2 (effective* or utilit* or benefit* or minimi* or unit* or estimat* or variable*)).ab.
48	(financ* or fee or fees).ti,ab.
49	(value adj2 (money or monetary)).ti,ab.	
50	34 or 35 or 36 or 37 or 38 or 39 or 40 or 41 or 42 or 43 or 44 or 45 or 46 or 47 or 48 or 49
51	33 and 50
 
Embase
1.	exp Polyneuropathy/
2.	Sensory Neuropathy/
3.	Peripheral Neuropathy/
4.	Motor Neuropathy/
5.	Demyelinating Neuropathy/
6.	Sensorimotor Neuropathy/
7.	exp Guillain-Barre Syndrome/
8.	exp Polyradiculoneuropathy/
9.	Myasthenia Gravis/
10.          Eaton Lambert Syndrome/
11.          Stiff Man Syndrome/
12.          Paraneoplastic Neuropathy/
13.	Autoimmune Encephalitis/ or Anti NMDA Receptor Encephalitis/ or Anti-N-Methyl-D-Aspartate Receptor Encephalitis/
14.          exp Chronic Inflammatory Demyelinating Polyneuropathy/
15.          "Myelin Associated Glycoprotein"/ or "Myelin Associated Glycoprotein Antibody"/
16.          Hashimoto Encephalopathy/
17.          exp Transverse Myelitis/
18.	(myasthenia gravis or musk mg or myasthenic syndrome* or eaton-lambert or lambert-eaton or LEMS or myasthenic myopathic or polyradiculopath* or polyradiculoneuropath* or polyneuritis or Guillain* Barre* or miller fisher* or fisher syndrome or autoimmune demyelinating or polyradiculoneurit*).tw,kf.
19.	((sensory or sensorimotor or demyelinating or multifocal* or motor* or peripheral*) adj5 (neuropath* or polyneuropath* or neuronpath* or polyneuronopath* or nerve disorder*)).tw,kf.
20.	(moersch woltmann* or stiffman syndrome* or stiff man syndrome* or stiffperson syndrome* or stiff person syndrome* or stifftrunk syndrome* or stiff trunk syndrome* or cauda equina syndrome*).tw,kf.
21.	(paraneoplastic autonomic dysfunction* or paraneoplastic encephalomyelit* or nervous system paraneoplastic syndrome* or paraneoplastic neurologic syndrome* or acute autoimmune neuropath* or acute infectious polyneuritis or acute inflammatory demyelinating polyneuropath* or acute inflammatory demyelinating polyradiculoneuropath* or acute inflammatory polyneuropath* or acute inflammatory polyradiculoneuropath* or acute inflammatory demyelinating polyradiculoneuropath* or acute infectious polyneuritis).tw,kf.
22.	(paraneoplastic cerebellar degeneration or (nervous system* adj3 paraneoplastic syndrome*) or paraneoplastic neuropath* or paraneoplastic polyneuropath* or paraneoplastic neurologic* syndrome* or limbic encephalit* or opsoclonus myoclonus).tw,kf.
23.          (paraneoplastic adj3 (encephalomyelitis or opsoclonus)).tw,kf.
24.	(autoimmune encephalitis or "anti n methyl d aspartate receptor encephalitis" or "anti-NMDA receptor encephalitis" or "anti-NMDAR encephalitis").tw,kf.
25.	(radiculoneuropath* or chronic inflammatory demyelinat* polyneuropath* or chronic inflammatory demyelinat* polyradiculoneuropath*).tw,kf.
26.          (MADSAM or MMN or AIPD or CIPD or CADP).tw,kf.
27.	((neuropath* or polyneuropath*) adj10 (monoclonal IgM antibod* or IgM monoclonal antibod* or monoclonal IgM gammopath* or myelin-associated glycoprotein or myelin-associated protein or monoclonal immunoglobulin M antibod* or monoclonal immunglobulin M gammopath* or anti-myelin-associated glycoprotein or anti-MAG or antibody positive IgM monoclonal gammopath* or antibody positive Immunglobulin M monoclonal gammopath*)).tw,kf.
28.	((autoimmune thyroid* and encephalopath*) or AIT or lymphocytic thyroidit* or lymphomatous thyroidit* or hashimoto* disease or hashimoto* struma or hashimoto* syndrome* or hashimoto* thyroidit* or hashimoto* encephalopath* or SREAT).tw,kf.
29.	(transverse myelit* or demyelinative myelit* or necrotizing myelit* or paraneoplastic myelit* or postinfectious myelit* or postvaccinal myelit* or transverse myelopathy syndrome*).tw,kf.
30.          (neuropath* or polyneuropath* or polyradiculoneuropath*).ti,kf.
31.	1 or 2 or 3 or 4 or 5 or 6 or 7 or 8 or 9 or 10 or 11 or 12 or 13 or 14 or 15 or 16 or 17 or 18 or 19 or 20 or 21 or 22 or 23 or 24 or 25 or 26 or 27 or 28 or 29 or 30
32.          Immunoglobulin/
33.          Immunoglobulin G/
34.          "Human Immunoglobulin"/
35.	(allerglobulin* or alphaglobin* or baygam* or beriglobin* or biggam or biogam or carimune or "citax f" or clairyg or cutaquig or cuvitru or "c 425" or c425 or cytotect or gamimune* or "gamma g" or "gammar IV" or gammonativ* or endobulin* or flebogamma* or galphaamafine* or gamastan or gamimune or gamimmune or "gamma 16" or gamma globulin* or gammaglobulin* or gamma immunoglobulin* or gammabulin or gammagard or gammagee or gammagen or gammaplex or gammar* or gamunex* or gammimune or gamulin* or globuman or globulin-n or glovenin or "globuman berna" or hizentra or "human globulin immune serum" or "IV IG" or "IV IGG" or Igam or immune globin* or immune globulin* or immune serum globulin* or immuno gamma globulin* or immuno globulin* or immunogammaglobulin* or immunoglobin* or immunoglobulin* or intraglobin* or isiven* or iveegam* or ivega* or IVIG* or "humanized igg1 anti-cd4 monoclonal antibody" or hyqvia or "IG gamma" or intragam* or iqymune* or "IV globulin-S" or kiovig or norga* or octagam or pentaglobin* or panzyga* or polygam* or polyglobin* or privigen* or psomaglobin* or panglobulin* or sandoglobin* or sandoglobulin* or subcuvia* or tegelin* or tegeline* or veinoglobulin* or venimmune or venoglobulin* or venogamma* or vigam* or vivaglobin* or winrho*).tw,kf.
36.          ((intravenous* or IV) adj3 (IG or IgG or "Ig G")).mp.
37.          32 or 33 or 34 or 35 or 36
38.          Plasma Exchange/
39.          Plasmapheresis/
40.	(plasma* exchange* or exchange* plasma* or plasmapheres* or plasma* apheres* or plasma adsorption* or (immunoadsorption* adj5 plasma*) or TPE or DFPP or IAPP or PLEX or PEX).tw,kf.
41.          38 or 39 or 40
42.          31 and 37 and 41
43	Health Economics/
44	exp Economic Evaluation/
45	exp Health Care Cost/
46	Budget/
47	budget*.ti,ab.
48	cost*.ti.	
49	(economic* or pharmaco?economic*).ti.
50	(cost* adj2 (effective* or utilit* or benefit* or minimi* or unit* or estimat* or variable*)).ab.
51	(value adj2 (money or monetary)).ti,ab.
52	43 or 44 or 45 or 46 or 47 or 48 or 49 or 50 or 51
53	42 and 52
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Appendix C: additional methods for the economic evaluation study
Methods
We conducted a rapid review in PubMed to find model-based economic evaluation studies focused on the treatment of MG, GBS, and CIDP. In this section, we aimed to identify the modelling approached that used for these diseases and recognize the key parameters involved. Based on these findings, we will be able to highlight gaps in economic evaluation studies in this area and provide recommendation for future studies. The following search strategy employed a combination of Medical Subject Headings (MeSH) and free-text terms to identify relevant studies. No grey literature was searched; however, reference and citation of all included papers were searched.
((model*[Title/Abstract]) AND (("Cost-Benefit Analysis" [MeSH] OR "Economic evaluation" [tiab] OR "Cost effectiveness" [tiab] OR "Cost-benefit" [tiab] OR "Cost-utility" [tiab])) AND (((("Myasthenia Gravis"[Mesh]) OR "Guillain-Barre Syndrome"[Mesh]) OR "Polyradiculoneuropathy, Chronic Inflammatory Demyelinating"[Mesh]) OR (MG[Title/Abstract] OR GBS[Title/Abstract] OR CIDP[Title/Abstract] OR "Chronic inflammatory demyelinating polyneuropathy"[Title/Abstract] OR "Chronic inflammatory demyelinating Polyradiculoneuropathy"[Title/Abstract] OR "Myasthenia Gravis"[Title/Abstract] OR "Guillain-Barre Syndrome"[Title/Abstract]))) 
Inclusion/exclusion criteria
Clear inclusion and exclusion criteria were established for this review to identify relevant studies that align with the research objectives.
o	Inclusion
· 	Cost-effectiveness/utility studies
· 	Model included/ defined model structure
· 	including at least one of TPE or IVIG in their evaluation
o	Exclusion
· 	Study protocols
· 	Systematic reviews
· 	Trial based economic evaluation
· 	Not in English
Selection of studies for full text review
Search results were imported in EndNote 21. The title, abstract and full text of all literature was reviewed by one reviewer (JJ). References and citations of the included studies were crosschecked to identify additional relevant literature. Articles that were published in English undertaking an economic evaluation model were included. The models were expected to have set outcomes in terms of costs and QALYs/DALYs with reported cost-effectiveness. Protocols for economic evaluations were excluded from the synthesis of literature. No restrictions were applied in terms of the location of studies. 
Data extraction
Relevant data were extracted on the author, year, country, comparators, model type, model health states, outcomes, cost items, and time horizon. In addition, we compared the outcomes used in economic evaluation studies with those reported in the included RCTs to identify and highlight existing gaps in outcome reporting. This aims to support the development of more applicable RCTs for future economic evaluation models.
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Appendix E: 
Describing economic evaluation models
Economic evaluation models
	Author
	Year
	Country
	Comparators
	Model type
	Model health states
	Outcomes
	Cost items
	Time horizon

	MG

	Siddiqi5
	2024
	Canada
	efgartigimod versus chronic IVIG
	Markov model based on MG-ADL score
	Resolved (MG-ADL < 5), Mild (MG-ADL 5-7), Moderate (MG-ADL 8-9), Severe (MG-ADL ≥ 10), Crisis, Death
	Utility score, 
Efficacy, Mortality, Acute events including exacerbations 
And treatment related adverse events, 
Mortality and disutility due to corticosteroid, 
	Disease monitoring costs, Exacerbation & crisis costs, Steroid-related chronic 
complication costs, Adverse event cost, Terminal care costs
	Lifetime 

	Lien7
	2024
	United State
	eculizumab and, separately, efgartigimod, each added to conventional therapy vs conventional 
therapy alone
	[bookmark: _Hlk188285770]Markov model based on QMG classification (<3-point QMG
Improvement, ≥3-point QMG improvement)
	Unimproved MG, on treatment; Unimproved MG, off treatment; Improved MG, on treatment; Death 
	QMG scores and 
[bookmark: _Hlk188292847]EQ-5D-5L, Mortality, disutility of MG-related hospitalizations and emergency department visits
	[bookmark: _Hlk188296185]Drug costs, Treatment administration costs, cost of MG-related hospitalization, cost of MG-related emergency department visits, Productivity loss from patients and 
their caregivers
	Lifetime

	GBS

	Nagpal8
	1999
	Canada
	Plasma exchange and IVIG
	Decision tree
	Plasma exchange arm: Uneventful therapy, received IVIG.
[bookmark: _Hlk188455977]IVIG arm: Receive PE in addition to IVIG due to treatment failure, uneventful therapy
	Improvement in disability grade 4 weeks after randomization
	Cost of Supplies, Professional costs, Overhead costs and hotel costs, Capital costs, Imputed costs
	48-week

	CIDP

	Blackhouse9
	2010
	Canada
	IVIG compared with corticosteroids
	Markov model
	IVIG initial treatment, IVIG responder, IVIG non-responder, Corticosteroids (no adverse event), Fracture, Diabetes, Glaucoma, Cataract, Infection, Dead.
	[bookmark: _Hlk188313869]Initial IVIG response rate; IVIG relapse rates; corticosteroid AE rates; mortality rates; utility values associated with treatments and AEs.
	The initial and maintenance IVIG treatment cost, the costs of corticosteroid treatment, Cost of corticosteroid related adverse events
	5-year

	Bamrungsawad10
	2016
	Thailand
	IVIG plus corticosteroids in comparison with immunosuppressants plus corticosteroids
	Markov model
	[bookmark: _Hlk189736554]The model consisted of four health states including symptom/no response/relapse (S), remission
 (RM), disability (DB), and death (D). 
[bookmark: _Hlk189736666]The health state S was categorized into three sub-health states based on response to initial treatment as (1) initial treatment (S1), (2) no response/relapse (S2) (including no response to the treatment or relapse after remission), and (3) no response
 after additional IVIG or immunosuppressants (S3).
	Response and Relapse Rates, Disability Progression, and Mortality; Utility Variables
	Direct medical costs included drug costs, out-patient department (OPD) and in-patient department (IPD) service costs. 
Direct non-medical costs including meals, transportation, and accompanying person real income loss
	lifetime















Appendix F: 
Existing gaps in included RCTs for economic evaluation modelling: 
Costs: 
The results of one trial1 indicated that the mean hospitalization cost for treating MG was £2333.21 higher in the TPE group compared to the IVIG group (£3401.76 vs. £ 1068.55). However, the mean overall cost was £1498.33 higher in the IVIG group, due to the higher cost of blood products associated with IVIG. Two trials2, 3 reported that patients with GBS treated with IVIG incurred higher total direct costs compared to those receiving TPE.  
All of these studies mainly concentrated on direct costs and short term, they did not comprehensively consider the wider societal perspectives and long-term costs related to adverse events. However, these cost items have been assessed in previous economic evaluation models. In addition, one study13 evaluated the indirect costs for patients with MG, considering factors such as temporary disability, premature retirement, and informal care using the human capital approach. The findings revealed that indirect costs accounted for approximately 20% of the total costs for patients with MG. In this study, the cost of premature retirement was £2111.03, making it the third largest expense, after hospital costs (£10593.08) and medication expenses of (£2275.36). 
In addition, the results of trials1, 2, 4, 14, 15 showed that IVIG and TPE can impose different adverse events based on the disease context. Previous economic evaluations assessed the considerable impact of these adverse events on both costs and utilities. 
The cost differences between the IVIG and TPE groups (Cost converted to 2024 Pounds using CCEMG-EPPI-Centre Cost Converter (eppi.ioe.ac.uk)) 
	 
	MG 
	GBS 
	CIDP 

	
	Barth (Mean) 
	Chaudhuri (Mean) 
	Maheshwari (Median) 
	 

	
	IVIG 
	TPE 
	IVIG 
	TPE 
	IVIG 
	TPE 
	IVIG 
	TPE 

	Hospital costs 
	 
	+2,333.21 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Costs of blood products 
	+3,945.34 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Physician fees 
	 
	+113.94 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Admission cost  
	 
	 
	 
	 
	0 
	0 
	 
	 

	Bed charges and diet cost 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	+5.41 
	 
	 

	Medicines other than IVIG purchased  
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	+8.64 
	 
	 

	Diagnostics charges paid  
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	+5.66 
	 
	 

	Consumables purchased  
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	+29.36 
	 
	 

	Ventilator and tracheostomy  
	 
	 
	 
	 
	+58.39 
	 
	 
	 

	Transportation  
	 
	 
	 
	 
	+1.67 
	 
	 
	 

	Boarding/lodging 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	+15.8 
	 
	 

	Final procedure cost 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	+1,748.34 
	 
	 
	 

	Terminal care costs 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Steroid-related complication costs 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Adverse event cost 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Total direct cost 
	+1,498.33 
	 
	+1,626.36 
	 
	+1,442.06 
	 
	 
	 

	Patients’ productivity loss 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Carers’ productivity loss 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Total indirect cost 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 


 
Outcomes: 
One economic evaluation study8 (43 Nagpal) examining the cost-effectiveness of IVIG and TPE in the treatment of patients with GBS measured treatment failure and uneventful therapy as primary outcomes. The findings of this economic evaluation found that both interventions showed similar levels of response to treatment. Therefore, in a cost-minimization analysis it is revealed that TPE on average was almost $4,000 less costly per patient than IVIG. However, there are many outcomes that can include in an economic model to compare IVIG and TPE including HRQOL scores, utility values, and adverse event-related disutility. The results of review showed a gap in HRQOL of patients with GBS and CIDP treated with IVIG and TPE. However, for patients with MG, the review1 (?? 18 Barth 2011) found that TPE showed better HRQOL performance than IVIG after 3 weeks, but worse performance after 4 weeks.  
The NICE report (41 Chinnery) indicated that, depending on the severity of the condition, gMG can significantly affect the lives of carers. In this report, patient experts highlighted that carer of people with gMG has a significant impact on carers, who often devote considerable time to providing care responsibilities. They noted that carers may need to assist in preventing choking, which can profoundly affect their mental health and restrict their ability to engage in independent activities or leave the house. However, there is a gap in the reporting of disutility scores related to this.  
Inclusion of utility values and adverse event-related disutilities may potentially change the decision in economic evaluation studies. Therefore, it is essential to consider all these parameters to reduce uncertainty and accurately calculate the cost-effectiveness of IVIG versus TPE for patients with MG, GBS, and CIDP.  
The outcome comparison between the IVIG and TPE groups   
	  
	MG  
	GBS  
	CIDP  

	
	Favours IVIG  
	Favours TPE  
	Favours IVIG  
	Favours TPE  
	Favours IVIG  
	Favours TPE  

	MG-QOL60 up to 3 weeks (Mean difference)  
	  
	7  
	  
	  
	  
	  

	MG-QOL60 3 to 6 weeks (Mean difference)  
	6  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  

	MG-QOL15 up to 3 weeks (Mean difference)  
	  
	1  
	  
	  
	  
	  

	MG-QOL15 3 to 6 weeks (Mean difference)  
	4  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  

	Serious adverse events   
	IVIG is favour with odds ratio = 1.95  
	  
	  
	TPE is favour with odds ratio = 0.71  
	0  
	0  

	Any adverse events  
	IVIG is favour with odds ratio = 1.53  
	  
	IVIG is favour with odds ratio = 1.27  
	  
	  
	  

	Carer disutilities  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  


 
 
