Supplementary file 1:  Strategies for literature search
[bookmark: _GoBack]For this systematic review and meta-analysis, we thoroughly documented the search strategies used in each database. The search equations, filters, and specific search dates are presented below. 
Table: Search equations used in each database, along with the filters applied and search dates.
	Database
	Search
	Filters
	Date

	PubMed/MEDLINE
	(("Hepatitis E"[Mesh] OR "Hepatitis E virus" OR "VHE") AND ("pregnant women" OR "pregnancy" OR "maternal") AND ("prevalence" OR "seroprevalence" OR "risk factors" OR "outcomes") AND ("sub-Saharan Africa" OR Africa))
	Period: 2015-2025; Type: original articles; no language restrictions
	10 October 2025

	Embase
	("hepatitis e virus" OR "VHE") AND ("pregnant women" OR pregnancy OR maternal) AND (prevalence OR seroprevalence OR "risk factors" OR outcomes) AND ("sub-Saharan Africa" OR Africa))
	Period: 2015-2025; Type: original articles; no language restrictions
	10 October 2025

	Scopus
	("hepatitis e" OR "hepatitis e virus" OR VHE) AND ("pregnant women" OR pregnant* OR maternal) AND (prevalence OR seroprevalence OR "risk factor*" OR outcome*) AND ("sub-Saharan Africa" OR Africa)
	Period: 2015-2025; Type: original articles; no language restrictions
	10 October 2025

	Web of Science
	TS = (("Hepatitis E" OR HEV)
AND (pregnan* OR maternal)
AND ("risk factor*" OR determinant*)
AND (outcome* OR complication* OR mortality)
AND ("sub-Saharan Africa" OR Africa))
	Period: 2015-2025; Type: original articles; no language restrictions
	10 October 2025




