
 

Search Strategy 

 

1 MEDLINE EBSCOhost 

(TI (preterm OR premature OR "low birth weight" OR LBW OR VLBW 
OR NICU OR "neonatal unit" OR "neonatal intensive care") OR AB 
(preterm OR premature OR "low birth weight" OR LBW OR VLBW OR 
NICU OR "neonatal unit" OR "neonatal intensive care")) AND (TI 
(breastfeeding OR "breast feeding" OR "breast milk" OR breastmilk OR 
"mother's own milk" OR "human milk" OR "milk expression" OR 
"expressing milk" OR pumping OR lactation OR "tube feeding") OR AB 
(breastfeeding OR "breast feeding" OR "breast milk" OR breastmilk OR 
"mother's own milk" OR "human milk" OR "milk expression" OR 
"expressing milk" OR pumping OR lactation OR "tube feeding")) AND (TI 
(mother* OR maternal OR experience* OR "lived experience*" OR 
perception* OR feeling* OR view* OR attitude* OR challenge* OR 
barrier* OR facilitator* OR support OR bonding OR transition) OR AB 
(mother* OR maternal OR experience* OR "lived experience*" OR 
perception* OR feeling* OR view* OR attitude* OR challenge* OR 
barrier* OR facilitator* OR support OR bonding OR transition)) AND (TI 
(qualitative OR interview* OR "focus group*" OR phenomenol* OR 
"grounded theory" OR ethnograph* OR narrative OR "thematic analysis" 
OR "content analysis") OR AB (qualitative OR interview* OR "focus 
group*" OR phenomenol* OR "grounded theory" OR ethnograph* OR 
narrative OR "thematic analysis" OR "content analysis")) NOT (TI 
("systematic review" OR "meta-analysis" OR "meta-synthesis" OR 
"scoping review" OR trial OR randomized OR quantitative) OR AB 
("systematic review" OR "meta-analysis" OR "meta-synthesis" OR 
"scoping review" OR quantitative)) 

 

 

2 CINAHL EBSCOhost 
(Identical to the MEDLINE strategy above, executed on the EBSCOhost 
platform) 

 

3 
APA 
PsycInfo Ovid 

(preterm OR premature OR "low birth weight" OR lbw OR vlbw OR nicu 
OR "neonatal unit" OR "neonatal intensive care").ti,ab. AND 
(breastfeeding OR "breast feeding" OR "breast milk" OR breastmilk OR 
"mother's own milk" OR "human milk" OR "milk expression" OR 
"expressing milk" OR pumping OR lactation OR "tube feeding").ti,ab. AND 
(mother* OR maternal OR experience* OR "lived experience*" OR 
perception* OR feeling* OR view* OR attitude* OR challenge* OR barrier* 
OR facilitator* OR support OR bonding OR transition).ti,ab. AND 
(qualitative OR interview* OR "focus group*" OR phenomenol* OR 
"grounded theory" OR ethnograph* OR narrative OR "thematic analysis" 
OR "content analysis").ti,ab. NOT ("systematic review" OR "meta-
analysis" OR "meta-synthesis" OR "scoping review" OR trial OR 
randomized OR quantitative).ti,ab. 

 

 



 

4 
Web of 
Science Clarivate 

(preterm OR premature OR "low birth weight" OR lbw OR vlbw OR nicu OR 
"neonatal unit" OR "neonatal intensive care") AND (breastfeeding OR "breast 
feeding" OR "breast milk" OR breastmilk OR "mother's own milk" OR "human 
milk" OR "milk expression" OR "expressing milk" OR pumping OR lactation OR 
"tube feeding") AND (mother* OR maternal OR experience* OR "lived 
experience*" OR perception* OR feeling* OR view* OR attitude* OR challenge* 
OR barrier* OR facilitator* OR support OR bonding OR transition) AND 
(qualitative OR interview* OR "focus group*" OR phenomenol* OR "grounded 
theory" OR ethnograph* OR narrative OR "thematic analysis" OR "content 
analysis") NOT ("systematic review" OR "meta-analysis" OR "meta-synthesis" 
OR "scoping review" OR trial OR randomized OR quantitative)(Executed as a 
Fielded Search set to the Topic field) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5 Scopus Elsevier 

TITLE-ABS ( ( preterm OR premature OR "low birth weight" OR 
lbw OR vlbw OR nicu OR "neonatal unit" OR "neonatal intensive 
care" ) ) AND TITLE-ABS ( ( breastfeeding OR "breast feeding" 
OR "breast milk" OR breastmilk OR "mother's own milk" OR 
"human milk" OR "milk expression" OR "expressing milk" OR 
pumping OR lactation OR "tube feeding" ) ) AND TITLE-ABS ( ( 
mother* OR maternal OR experience* OR "lived experience*" OR 
perception* OR feeling* OR view* OR attitude* OR challenge* OR 
barrier* OR facilitator* OR support OR bonding OR transition ) ) 
AND TITLE-ABS ( ( qualitative OR interview* OR "focus group*" 
OR phenomenol* OR "grounded theory" OR ethnograph* OR 
narrative OR "thematic analysis" OR "content analysis" ) ) AND 
NOT TITLE-ABS ( ( "systematic review" OR "meta-analysis" OR 
"meta-synthesis" OR "scoping review" OR trial OR randomized 
OR quantitative ) ) 


