[bookmark: _GoBack]Table S1. Clinicopathological features of six patients with non-small cell lung cancer.
	Patient no.
	Sex
	Age

	Performance 
score
	Smoking status
	Stage
	Tumor
	Histology
	EGFR
status
	TKI
treatment
	PFS
(month)
	Response to TKIs

	No.1
	male
	87
	1
	Smoker
	IV
	Lung
	 Ad
	L858R
	First-line
	19
	PR

	No.2
	male
	47
	2
	Non-smoker
	IV
	Lung
	Ad
	L858R
	First-line
	22
	SD

	No.3
	male
	42
	2
	Smoker 
	IV
	Lung
	Ad
	L858R
	First-line
	15
	PR

	No.4
	male
	76
	1
	Smoker 
	IV
	Lung
	Ad
	L858R
	First-line
	5
	SD

	No.5
	male
	60
	2
	Non-smoker 
	IV
	Lung
	Ad
	L858R
	First-line
	3
	PD

	No.6
	female
	64
	2
	Non-smoker 
	IV
	Lung
	Ad
	L858R
	First-line
	1
	PD


( Ad: adenocarcinoma; PD: progressive disease; PR: partial response; SD: stable disease.)


Supplementary Table 2. Efficiencies of nested PCR
	Patient no.
	tumor cells number
	Nested PCR efficiency
	P-value

	Long PFS group
	
	
	




0.077





	No.1
	23
	19 (82.6%)
	

	No.2
	24
	21 (87.5%)
	

	No.3
	23
	19 (82.6%)
	

	Total
	70
	59 (84.3%)
	

	Short PFS group
	
	
	

	No.4
	20
	18 (90.0%)
	

	No.5
	23
	17 (91.3%)
	

	No.6
	22
	22 (100.0%)
	

	Total
	65
	61 (93.8%)
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