Supplementary File 1. Detailed sites of recurrent lymph nodes (classified according to the 8th edition AJCC TNM nodal stations)
	Region
(AJCC 8th edition)
	IFI group
(N=57)
	EFI group
(N=49)
	Total

	1 Supraclavicular (left/right)
	23 (40.4 %)
	22 (44.9 %)
	45 (42.5 %)

	2 Upper paratracheal
	13 (22.8 %)
	16 (32.7 %)
	29 (27.4 %)

	3 Posterior mediastinal (prevascular, retrotracheal)
	0 (0 %)
	1 (2.0 %)
	1 (0.9 %)

	4 Lower paratracheal
	20 (35.1 %)
	23 (46.9 %)
	43 (40.6 %)

	5 Subaortic (aortopulmonary window)
	5 (8.8 %)
	11 (22.4 %)
	16 (15.1 %)

	6 Anterior mediastinal (prevascular)
	0 (0 %)
	0 (0 %)
	0 (0 %)

	7 Subcarinal
	6 (10.5 %)
	0 (0 %)
	6 (5.7 %)

	8 Thoracic para-oesophageal (8U/8M/8Lo)
	16 (28.1 %)
	6 (12.2 %)
	22 (20.8 %)

	9 Pulmonary ligament
	5 (8.8 %)
	2 (4.1 %)
	7 (6.6 %)

	Anastomotic recurrence
	16 (28.1 %)
	8 (16.3 %)
	24 (22.6 %)

	Total events
	104
	89
	193


Percentages are calculated within each group.
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