Supplementary Table 1. Baseline characteristics before and after adjustment for IPTW for the monotherapy group and the low-intensity group
	
	Before IPTW
	After IPTW

	
	
	Monotherapy group
	Low-intensity group
	p
	SMD
	Monotherapy group
	Low-intensity group
	p
	SMD

	
	
	125
	224
	
	
	355.7
	346.6
	
	

	Sex，n (%)
	Male
	 96 (76.8)
	204 (91.1)
	<0.001
	0.396
	300.8 (84.6)
	298.9 (86.2)
	0.726
	0.046

	
	Female
	 29 (23.2)
	 20 (8.9)
	
	
	 54.8 (15.4)
	 47.7 (13.8)
	
	

	Age，n (%)
	65-74
	100 (80.0)
	183 (81.7)
	0.806
	0.043
	286.3 (80.5)
	282.7 (81.6)
	0.841
	0.027

	
	>=75
	 25 (20.0)
	 41 (18.3)
	
	
	 69.3 (19.5)
	 63.9 (18.4)
	
	

	BMI，n (%)
	<18.5
	  9 (7.2)
	 13 (5.8)
	0.876
	0.057
	 25.8 (7.2)
	 22.1 (6.4)
	0.798
	0.088

	
	-24.0
	 59 (47.2)
	107 (47.8)
	
	
	159.0 (44.7)
	170.0 (49.1)
	
	

	
	≥24.0
	 57 (45.6)
	104 (46.4)
	
	
	170.9 (48.1)
	154.5 (44.6)
	
	

	ECOG PS，n (%)
	0-1
	108 (86.4)
	208 (92.9)
	0.074
	0.213
	321.1 (90.3)
	316.0 (91.2)
	0.794
	0.031

	
	2-3
	 17 (13.6)
	 16 (7.1)
	
	
	 34.6 (9.7)
	 30.6 (8.8)
	
	

	Smoking status, n (%)
	Never
	 44 (35.2)
	 62 (27.7)
	0.179
	0.163
	120.2 (33.8)
	107.5 (31.0)
	0.661
	0.059

	
	Current/Former
	 81 (64.8)
	162 (72.3)
	
	
	235.5 (66.2)
	239.1 (69.0)
	
	

	Histology, n (%)
	    Squamous
	 66 (52.8)
	161 (71.9)
	0.001
	0.402
	230.8 (64.9)
	223.7 (64.5)
	0.953
	0.008

	
	Non-squamous
	 59 (47.2)
	 63 (28.1)
	
	
	124.9 (35.1)
	122.9 (35.5)
	
	

	Stage, n (%)
	ⅢB/C
	 29 (23.2)
	 99 (44.2)
	<0.001
	0.456
	123.6 (34.7)
	125.3 (36.2)
	0.835
	0.03

	
	Ⅳ
	 96 (76.8)
	125 (55.8)
	
	
	232.1 (65.3)
	221.3 (63.8)
	
	

	Liver metastasis, n (%)
	No
	111 (88.8)
	204 (91.1)
	0.619
	0.076
	304.3 (85.6)
	307.7 (88.8)
	0.534
	0.096

	
	Yes
	 14 (11.2)
	 20 (8.9)
	
	
	 51.3 (14.4)
	 38.9 (11.2)
	
	

	Bone metastasis, n (%)
	No
	 91 (72.8)
	175 (78.1)
	0.323
	0.124
	266.6 (75.0)
	266.2 (76.8)
	0.754
	0.043

	
	Yes
	 34 (27.2)
	 49 (21.9)
	
	
	 89.1 (25.0)
	 80.4 (23.2)
	
	

	Intrapulmonary metastasis, n (%)
	No
	 83 (66.4)
	178 (79.5)
	0.01
	0.297
	268.1 (75.4)
	260.9 (75.3)
	0.986
	0.002

	
	Yes
	 42 (33.6)
	 46 (20.5)
	
	
	 87.6 (24.6)
	 85.7 (24.7)
	
	

	Lymph node metastasis, n (%)
	No
	 36 (28.8)
	 33 (14.7)
	0.002
	0.346
	 66.2 (18.6)
	 66.0 (19.1)
	0.926
	0.011

	
	Yes
	 89 (71.2)
	191 (85.3)
	
	
	289.4 (81.4)
	280.6 (80.9)
	
	

	Brain metastasis, n (%)
	No
	113 (90.4)
	208 (92.9)
	0.545
	0.089
	318.4 (89.5)
	319.0 (92.0)
	0.587
	0.086

	
	Yes
	 12 (9.6)
	 16 (7.1)
	
	
	 37.2 (10.5)
	 27.6 (8.0)
	
	

	Pleural effusion, n (%)
	No
	108 (86.4)
	175 (78.1)
	0.08
	0.218
	281.2 (79.1)
	279.7 (80.7)
	0.785
	0.041

	
	Yes
	 17 (13.6)
	 49 (21.9)
	
	
	 74.5 (20.9)
	 66.9 (19.3)
	
	

	Other metastasis, n (%)
	No
	 86 (68.8)
	184 (82.1)
	0.006
	0.314
	279.6 (78.6)
	271.7 (78.4)
	0.966
	0.005

	
	Yes
	 39 (31.2)
	 40 (17.9)
	
	
	 76.1 (21.4)
	 74.9 (21.6)
	
	

	Diabetes, n (%)
	No
	103 (82.4)
	168 (75.0)
	0.145
	0.181
	273.4 (76.9)
	267.5 (77.2)
	0.964
	0.007

	
	Yes
	 22 (17.6)
	 56 (25.0)
	
	
	 82.2 (23.1)
	 79.1 (22.8)
	
	

	Hypertensive, n (%)
	No
	 82 (65.6)
	132 (58.9)
	0.266
	0.138
	210.3 (59.1)
	213.4 (61.6)
	0.718
	0.05

	
	Yes
	 43 (34.4)
	 92 (41.1)
	
	
	145.4 (40.9)
	133.2 (38.4)
	
	

	CHD, n (%)
	No
	115 (92.0)
	188 (83.9)
	0.049
	0.25
	298.3 (83.9)
	299.0 (86.3)
	0.676
	0.067

	
	Yes
	 10 (8.0)
	 36 (16.1)
	
	
	 57.4 (16.1)
	 47.6 (13.7)
	
	

	Local treatment, n (%)
	No
	 79 (63.2)
	151 (67.4)
	0.498
	0.089
	249.1 (70.1)
	235.1 (67.8)
	0.703
	0.048

	
	Yes
	 46 (36.8)
	 73 (32.6)
	
	
	106.5 (29.9)
	111.5 (32.2)
	
	


IPTW: inverse probability of treatment weighting; BMI: body mass index; ECOG PS: Eastern Cooperative Oncology Group Performance Status; CHD: coronary heart disease.
