List of abbreviations 
	abbreviations
	Full name

	HSPs
	Heat shock proteins

	CRC
	colorectal cancer

	CNKI
	China National Knowledge Infrastructure 

	CBM
	China Biology Medicine  

	HR
	hazard ratio

	CI
	confidence interval 

	TNM
	tumor node metastasis

	CEA
	carcinoembryonic antigen

	sHSPs
	small heat shock proteins

	PROSPERO
	Prospective Register of Systematic Reviews

	MeSH
	Medical Subject Headings 

	R
	Retrospective Cohort Study

	P
	Prospective Cohort Study

	NA
	Not Available

	OS
	overall survival 

	DFS
	disease-free survival 

	EFS
	Event-Free Survival

	DSS
	Disease Specific Survival Period

	TTR
	Time to Recurrence

	IPD
	individual patient data

	NOS
	Newcastle-Ottawa Scale 

	IHC
	immunohistochemistry 

	ELISA
	enzyme-linked immunosorbent assay 

	PCR
	polymerase chain reaction

	mRNA
	messenger ribonucleic acid

	MSI
	microsatellite instability

	MSI-H
	microsatellite instability-hight

	MSS
	microsatellite stable

	GRPs
	Glucose-regulated proteins

	TME
	tumor microenvironment

	CAFs
	cancer-associated fibroblasts 

	DCs
	dendritic cells 

	CTLs
	cytotoxic T lymphocytes 

	GICs
	gastrointestinal cancers 

	ECM
	extracellular matrix

	5-FU
	5-fluorouracil 

	IRGs
	immune-related genes

	hnRNP K
	heterogeneous nuclear ribonucleoprotein K 

	lncRNA
	long non-coding RNA

	EVs
	extracellular vesicles

	CRPs
	acute-phase proteins

	TRAP1
	tumor necrosis factor receptor-associated protein 1 

	EMT
	epithelial-mesenchymal transition 

	DNA
	deoxyribose nucleic acid

	NEF
	nucleotide exchange factor 

	TAA
	tumor-associated antigen

	PKB
	Protein kinase B 

	TLRs
	toll-like receptors

	MHC-I
	major histocompatibility complex class I

	ER
	endoplasmic reticulum 

	RCC
	right-sided colon cancer

	LCC
	left-sided colon cancer 

	RC
	rectal cancer  

	IRS
	immunoreactive score

	CA19-9
	carbohydrate antigen 19-9

	TCGA
	The Cancer Genome Atlas

	GEO
	Gene Expression Omnibus 
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