	Supplementary Table S5. Newcastle-Ottawa Scale assessment of the nonrandomized studies

	Study
	Year
	Country
	Type of article
	Selection (0-4)
	Comparability (0-2)
	Outcome (0-3)
	Total score (0-9)
	Basis for scoring

	Chen J et al. [17]
	2025
	China
	Single-center retrospective cohort
	4
	0
	2
	6
	No matching or multivariable adjustment; approximately 22-month follow-up and 2-year survival reporting.

	Deng S et al. [18]
	2026
	China
	Multicenter retrospective cohort
	4
	2
	3
	9
	PSM cohort with long group-specific follow-up and reported survival ascertainment.

	Duan X et al. [19]
	2024
	China
	Single-center retrospective cohort
	4
	2
	3
	9
	Broad 1:1 PSM; median follow-up longer than 24 months; 11 losses were reported.

	Guo X et al. [11]
	2025
	China
	Multicenter comparative effectiveness study
	4
	2
	3
	9
	Large multicenter 1:1 PSM cohort; scheduled surveillance and high follow-up completion.

	Jiang Y et al. [20]
	2026
	China
	Single-center retrospective cohort
	4
	2
	2
	8
	1:1 PSM; follow-up and outcome assessment reported, but follow-up completeness was not fully documented.

	Lin Z et al. [21]
	2025
	China
	Single-center retrospective cohort
	4
	2
	3
	9
	Multivariable survival analysis; long follow-up, although group follow-up was imbalanced.

	Lin JP et al. [22]
	2025
	China
	Single-center retrospective cohort
	4
	2
	3
	9
	1:1 PSM; median follow-up 25 months and explicit postoperative surveillance.

	Liu L et al. [23]
	2025
	China
	Single-center retrospective cohort
	4
	2
	2
	8
	IPTW/multivariable adjustment; long follow-up, but loss to follow-up was classified as death, so adequacy of follow-up was not credited.

	Shao K et al. [24]
	2025
	China
	Single-center retrospective cohort
	4
	2
	2
	8
	1:1 PSM and 3-year OS; completeness of follow-up was not fully reported.

	Shi S et al. [25]
	2025
	China
	Multicenter retrospective cohort
	4
	2
	2
	8
	1:1 PSM; outcome assessment reported, but follow-up in the NCIT group was short and markedly imbalanced.

	Wang Y et al. [26]
	2024
	China
	Single-center retrospective cohort
	4
	2
	3
	9
	1:2 PSM; median follow-up 27.7 months and recurrence/survival outcomes reported.

	Wang X et al. [27]
	2025
	China
	Single-center retrospective cohort
	4
	0
	3
	7
	No adjustment; median follow-up 28.5 months with recurrence and OS reporting.

	Xiao X et al. [13]
	2022
	China
	Single-center retrospective cohort
	4
	2
	2
	8
	PSM and explicit follow-up; median follow-up only 13-15 months.

	Yang Y et al. [29]
	2025
	China
	Single-center retrospective cohort
	4
	2
	3
	9
	1:1 PSM; median follow-up 30.3 months and survival/recurrence reporting.

	Yu YK et al. [12]
	2024
	China
	Single-center retrospective cohort
	4
	2
	3
	9
	IPTW-adjusted analysis; median follow-up 29 months and structured surveillance.

	Zhang B et al. [30]
	2023
	China
	Single-center retrospective observational study
	4
	0
	2
	6
	No comparative adjustment; limited sample and approximately 20-month median follow-up.

	Zhao J et al. [31]
	2023
	China
	Single-center retrospective cohort
	4
	2
	2
	8
	1:2 PSM/IPTW; median overall follow-up 18 months with marked group imbalance.

	Zhuang FN et al. [32]
	2026
	China
	Single-center retrospective cohort
	4
	0
	3
	7
	No matching/weighting; median follow-up 24 months and time-to-event outcomes reported.

	Zou J et al. [33]
	2025
	China
	Single-center retrospective cohort
	4
	0
	2
	6
	No adjustment; small three-arm cohort and incomplete reporting of follow-up completeness.

	[bookmark: _GoBack]Footnote: NOS was retained only as a supplementary descriptive assessment and was not used as the primary causal risk-of-bias tool. Selection comprises representativeness of the exposed cohort, selection of the nonexposed cohort, ascertainment of exposure, and confirmation that the outcome was not present at baseline. Comparability reflects control of the most important and additional prognostic factors. Outcome comprises outcome ascertainment, sufficient follow-up duration, and adequacy of follow-up. Wang P et al. [28] was randomized and was therefore assessed with RoB 2 rather than NOS.

	

	

	



