Supplementary Table S1: Sensitivity analysis of predictors of time to diabetic retinopathy using multiple imputation
	
	HR
	95%CI
	P-value

	Age
	1.03
	1.01-1.04
	0.001*

	Duration of diabetes, years
	1.03
	1.01-1.04
	0.001*

	Systolic blood pressure
	0.009
	1.001-1.017
	0.023

	HbA1C
	1.12
	1.03-1.21
	0.005*



Supplementary Table S2. Numbers at risk at selected follow-up time points for Kaplan–Meier curves of diabetic retinopathy-free survival
	
	Age group
	Sex

	Time 
	≤39
	40-59
	≥60
	Male
	Female

	0
	132
	399
	73
	291
	462

	12
	132
	399
	73
	291
	462

	24
	124
	363
	67
	257
	421

	36
	109
	300
	49
	211
	350

	48
	81
	234
	38
	12
	272

	60
	66
	190
	30
	130
	220

	72
	51
	150
	18
	101
	170

	84
	36
	109
	11
	78
	113

	96
	14
	68
	6
	50
	62

	108
	8
	38
	3
	29
	36

	120
	3
	18
	1
	12
	18

	132
	2
	7
	
	5
	7

	144
	
	
	
	
	1



Supplementary Table S3. Numbers at risk at selected follow-up time points for Kaplan–Meier curves of diabetic retinopathy-free survival
	
	Duration of diabetes
	HBA1C

	Time 
	<5
	5-10
	≥10
	<7
	7-7.9
	8-8.9
	≥9

	0
	184
	151
	223
	210
	162
	129
	215

	12
	184
	151
	223
	210
	162
	129
	215

	24
	174
	135
	204
	190
	149
	113
	194

	36
	143
	105
	178
	156
	127
	93
	161

	48
	113
	83
	145
	126
	95
	71
	125

	60
	93
	64
	121
	104
	78
	56
	99

	72
	77
	50
	88
	85
	60
	36
	81

	84
	60
	39
	54
	57
	40
	26
	62

	96
	34
	25
	29
	30
	23
	16
	39

	108
	18
	13
	18
	15
	14
	13
	20

	120
	9
	4
	9
	7
	7
	4
	10

	132
	3
	1
	5
	3
	2
	1
	5

	144
	
	
	
	
	
	
	1









