Additional file 2. Screening algorithm for inclusion of reviews in Child Health Field Review Register
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The answer to each question is based on scanning the ABSTRACT and TITLE and KEY WORDS of each record.

GROUP

DESCRIPTION

AGE OF POPULATION

1. Does the SR

intend to include children (0-18 years)?

appropriate label.

Label UNSURE CHILDREN or EXCLUDE ADULTS based on criteria below. If YES, keep asking questions until you find

UNSURE
CHILDREN

Unable to determine if children were part of the intended study
population from the Title or Abstract.or Key Words but condition
may be relevant to children.

If “ALL AGES OR CHILDREN AS TYPES OF PARTICIPANTS” is
listed as a keyword , these should go into UNSURE CHILDREN.

For reviews where the intervention is on the
mother/family/parent/adults but cannot determine if the outcome
is on the child.

CAN'T TELL

or

INTERVENTION ON ADULTS BUT UNSURE
IF OUTCOME IS ON CHILD

EXCLUDE
ADULTS

Participants are adults only mentioned in Title, Abstract, or
Keywords and there is clearly no mention of children anywhere in
record.

ADULTS ONLY

1.a. Is the age range of study participants from 15 to Adults?

Label UNSURE CH

ILDREN AND ADULTS if the answer is YES. If NO, keep asking

questions until find appropriate group.

UNSURE
CHILDREN AND
ADULTS

When there are adults and adolescents in Title or Abstract. In
the future, these may be put in EXCLUDE ADULTS depending
on the topic.

AGE 15 TO ADULT

2. Is the topic relevant fto children?

Put in the groups below if the answer is UNSURE or NO.

UNSURE TOPIC

Use this category for obscure/unclear topics.

CAN'T TELL

EXCLUDE TOPIC

When one is unable to tell from the abstract or title that the
intended population includes children yet the topic is clearly not
child-related. For example, if the study was looking at treatment
of Alzheimer's yet there was no mention of participant age, we
would know that this topic is not relevant to children.

NOT CLEARLY STATED BUT ADULT
INDICATED BY ADULT-ONLY CONDITION

ADDITIONAL NOTES:

Recommendations for Pregnancy Reviews:

a) All pregnancy studies will be EXCLUDED from the register. The lower age limit of the register will be the moment
after birth.

b) Studies on breastfeeding or nutritional supplements for the baby during pregnancy should be INCLUDED as these
are directly related to infant outcomes.




