Supplementary Table 2 - 16S rRNA gene specific primers used in study
	Target bacteria
	Forward (5' to 3')a
	Reverse (5' to 3')
	Amplicon size (bp)
	References

	Actinobacteria
	TGTAGCGGTGGAATGCGC
	AATTAAGCCACATGCTCCGCT
	277
	(47)

	Firmicutes
	GGAGYATGTGGTTTAATTCGAAGCA
	AGCTGACGACAACCATGCAC
	126
	(47)

	Bacteroidetes
	GTTTAATTCGATGATACGCGAG
	TTAASCCGACACCTCACGG
	122
	(47)

	Proteobacteria
	AACGCGAAAAACCTTACCTACC
	TGCCCTTTCGTAGCAACTAGTG
	174
	(47)

	Verrucomicrobia
	TCANGTCAGTATGGCCCTTAT
	CAGTTTTNAGGATTTCCTCCGCC
	97
	(47)

	Prevotella
	CACCAAGGCGACGATCA
	GGATAACGCCYGGACCT
	283
	(48)

	Lactobacillus
	AGCAGTAGGGAATCTTCCA
	CACCGCTACACATGGAG
	341
	(48)

	Bifidobacterium
	TCGCGTCYGGTGTGAAAG
	CCACATCCAGCRTCCAC
	243
	(48)

	Bacteroides
	GGTGTCGGCTTAAGTGCCAT
	CGGAYGTAAGGGCCGTGC
	140
	(48)

	Escherichia
	CATTGACGTTACCCGCAGAAGAAGC
	CTCTACGAGACTCAAGCTTGC
	190
	(48)


aNucleotide symbols: N = any nucleotide
