SRQR Checklist 
The table below addresses each numbered COREQ item.
	COREQ No.
	Domain/Topic
	Reviewer's Question
	Sample Response/Suggested Manuscript Text

	1
	Personal Characteristics
	Which author(s) conducted the interview or focus group?
	Data collection (in-depth interviews) was conducted by [AAA], who was trained in qualitative interviewing techniques prior to data collection. 

	2
	Credentials
	What were the researcher's credentials (e.g., PhD, MD)?
	The interviewer(s) holds a Master's degree in Health Sociology and PhD student in Health Sociology at the time of the data collection

	3
	Occupation
	What was their occupation at the time of the study?
	At the time of the study, the interviewer was enrolled as PhD student Kwame Nkrumah University of Science and Technology

	4
	Gender
	Was the researcher male or female?
	The interview(s) were conducted by a [male] researcher.

	5
	Experience and Training
	What experience or training did the researcher have?
	The interviewer had prior experience conducting qualitative health research and had completed training in qualitative interviewing, including probing techniques and ethical considerations in interviewing vulnerable populations qualitative research methods workshop, and prior fieldwork experience with qualitative studies.

	6
	Relationship Established
	Was a relationship established prior to study commencement?
	No prior relationship existed between the researcher and participants before recruitment. However, the interviewer was introduced to potential participants by clinical staff at the paediatric/surgical outpatient unit during routine hospital visits, after which rapport was established through informal introductions before formal data collection began.

	7
	Participant Knowledge of Interviewer
	What did the participants know about the researcher (e.g., personal goals, reasons for doing the research)?
	Participants were informed that the researcher was conducting a study to understand mothers' experiences of caring for a child with a congenital anomaly, with the aim of informing healthcare providers and policymakers about the support mothers may need. Participants were not informed of any personal motivations of the researcher beyond the stated academic/research purpose.

	8
	Interviewer Characteristics
	What characteristics were reported about the interviewer/facilitator (e.g., bias, assumptions, reasons, and interests in the research topic)?
	The interviewer acknowledged a professional interest in maternal and child health and prior clinical exposure to families of children with congenital anomalies, which may have shaped initial assumptions about caregiving burden. To mitigate potential bias, the interviewer maintained a reflexive journal throughout data collection and engaged in peer debriefing with co-researchers.

	10
	Sampling
	How were participants selected (e.g., purposive, convenience, consecutive, snowball)?
	Participants were selected using purposive sampling, targeting mothers of children (aged 0–5 years) diagnosed with a congenital anomaly and receiving care at the Upper East Regional Hospital, to ensure a sample with relevant lived experience for IPA's idiographic focus.

	11
	Method of Approach
	How were participants approached (e.g., face-to-face, telephone, mail, email)?
	Eligible mothers were identified through clinic attendance records by hospital staff and were approached face-to-face at the paediatric/surgical outpatient clinic during scheduled hospital visits. The purpose of the study was explained verbally, and those expressing interest were given further information before scheduling an interview.

	13
	Non-Participation
	How many people refused to participate or dropped out? Reasons?
	Of the [16] mothers approached, [12] agreed to participate and [4] declined. Reasons for non-participation included lack of time (n = [2]), discomfort discussing the topic (n = [1]), and unspecified personal reasons (n = [1]). No participant withdrew after consenting to take part.

	14
	Setting of Data Collection
	Where was the data collected (e.g., home, clinic, workplace)?
	Interviews were conducted in a private consultation room within the paediatric outpatient department of the Upper East Regional Hospital, chosen to ensure privacy, minimize disruption, and provide a familiar and convenient environment for participants.

	15
	Presence of Non-Participants
	Was anyone else present besides the participants and researchers?
	Interviews were conducted with only the participant and the interviewer present. In [1] cases, a young child accompanied the mother (as the child required ongoing supervision), but the child did not participate in or influence the interview responses.

	18
	Repeat Interviews
	Were repeat interviews carried out? If yes, how many?
	Repeat interviews were not conducted; each participant was interviewed once, lasting approximately [45-60] minutes. 

	23
	Transcript Return
	Were transcripts returned to participants for comment and/or correction?
	A summary of each participant's transcript was read back to them in the local language at the end of the interview to confirm accuracy.

	24
	Participant Feedback on Findings
	Did participants provide feedback on the findings?
	Member checking was conducted with a subset of [5] participants, who were presented with a summary of the preliminary themes during a follow-up clinic visit; their feedback was used to refine the interpretation of findings before finalization.



