SUPPLEMENTARY TABLE 3

Supplementary Table 3. Illustrative Participant Quotes for Final Themes and Coding Source (Q1–Q5)
This table presents representative participant quotes mapped to the final themes and conceptual domains. It includes the original coding block (Q1–Q5) to demonstrate how the thematic synthesis aligns with the interview guide framework, providing a clear audit trail.
	No.
	Final Theme
	Reviewer Conceptual Domain(s)
	Q1–Q5
	Example Quote
	Participant ID

	1
	THEME 1. Service Complexity & Time Burden
	Environmental & Institutional
	Q1
	“We don’t really have a specific room… the examining chair is not suitable for children…”
	(BH)

	2
	THEME 1. Service Complexity & Time Burden
	Family & Socioeconomic
	Q1
	“…parents usually feel it is something they can wait… they think glasses will increase the power later on…”
	(LZ)

	3
	THEME 2. Use of Cycloplegia Varies
	Clinical & Case-Based
	Q2
	“…their response by experience… younger age, maybe their response is a bit unreliable…”
	(YS)
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	THEME 2. Use of Cycloplegia Varies
	Clinical & Case-Based
	Q2
	“3 years old, mostly I prescribed based on my own objective or cycloplegic refraction because the response is not so reliable…”
	(BY)

	5
	THEME 2. Use of Cycloplegia Varies
	Communication & Collaboration
	Q2
	“…below six years old, you need to get good rapport first before you do the eye test…”
	(SZ)

	6
	THEME 2. Use of Cycloplegia Varies
	Clinical & Case-Based
	Q3
	“Below nine years of age, it is mandatory to do cycloplegic refraction to eliminate all the accommodative components.”
	(NH)

	7
	THEME 2. Use of Cycloplegia Varies
	Clinical & Case-Based
	Q3
	“Below the age of four, cycloplegic drugs are very important to stabilise the muscle…”
	(NL)

	8
	THEME 2. Use of Cycloplegia Varies
	Communication & Collaboration
	Q3
	“Not dependent on age, sometimes mentally disabled children won’t cooperate…”
	(FA)

	9
	THEME 2. Use of Cycloplegia Varies
	Clinical & Case-Based
	Q3
	“…especially for the first time to have at least a baseline for them.”
	(ST)

	10
	THEME 3. Regulatory Ambiguity & Restricted Access
	Environmental & Institutional
	Q4
	“…we cannot do cycloplegic refraction… it is controlled by the government in private practice…”
	(SL)

	11
	THEME 4. Perceived Redundancy or Non-Necessity
	Family & Socioeconomic
	Q4
	“…parents have to return after two to three days… they don’t want to revisit…”
	(BY)

	12
	THEME 5. Systematic Barriers to Access & Continuity
	Family & Socioeconomic
	Q4
	“Financial restriction… to go to a specialist you need to have money…”
	(NA)

	13
	THEME 5. Systematic Barriers to Access & Continuity
	Communication & Collaboration
	Q5
	“…our students should properly do the cycloplegic… then all children might have better refraction…”
	(BY)

	14
	THEME 4. Perceived Redundancy or Non-Necessity
	Communication & Collaboration
	Q5
	“…parents must recognise the signs… squinting, abnormal head turn… help is available…”
	(GN)

	15
	THEME 4. Perceived Redundancy or Non-Necessity
	Family & Socioeconomic
	Q5
	“Maybe we can try to get subsidy for spectacle to cater to children from low-income family…”
	(LY)

	16
	THEME 5. Systematic Barriers to Access & Continuity
	Environmental & Institutional
	Q5
	“In Malaysia, if we have a one-stop centre… they can do the examination straightaway…”
	(BY)

	17
	THEME 3. Regulatory Ambiguity & Restricted Access
	Environmental & Institutional
	Q5
	“…government should intervene… they have to find a way for registered optometrists to perform cycloplegic refraction…”
	(WN)











NOTES.
Original Coding Block/Questions (Q1-Q5)
	Original 
	Coding
	Sub-coding

	Q1
	Main concerns for providing eye care services for children
	1. Inadequate environment, facilities, and equipment
2. Parental attitude, awareness, and support


	Q2
	Practice differs across ages
	1. Differences and similarities
2. Approach for younger age
3. Rapport for communication and cooperation


	Q3
	Opinion on the use of cycloplegic drugs
	1. Considering accommodation
2. Age matters
3. Case-to-case basis
4. Baseline and accuracy


	Q4
	Challenges to access service
	1. Regulatory issue
2. Time constraint
3. Family financial background


	Q5
	Improve access to service
	1. Access to cycloplegia
2. Parents, carers, teachers’ education and awareness
3. Subsidy for spectacle
4. One-stop centre
5. Government support





2

